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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

SEPT.  – 22nd  Fourth Sunday
OCT. 20th – Third Sunday
NOV. Pet Expo- No Meeting
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Yearly Pet Expo

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:

President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary – Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email –basholar@yahoo.com 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 


Mary Perva 517-618-7008

Stan Johnson 248-746-0520
            Email- mailto:mmisterjay@comcast.net
              Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187

            E-mail bigduke@comcast.net
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one. 
.[image: image14.png]



Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  

[image: image15.wmf]From the prez:
Can you believe it two absolutely beautiful weekends in a row, how great is that! The Heritage Festival was a roaring success the weather was picture perfect and we made a record amount in donations. Thanks to all who helped out and made it a total success.  If you were there you know how crazy things got and how incredibly busy we were all weekend.  It was so much fun and everyone loved us including our neighbors on all sides and we loved the Gelato Truck so it was a win-win situation all around.  Oh yeah we made $1013.85 in donations so good job everyone.  Now on to the picnic the day once again was perfect and I couldn’t have asked for a better company and better food. We all ate then we ate again and then we ate again just enjoying the day it was great.  Time marches on and soon the Highland Hey Days in September will be upon us as well as a pet expo in Madison Heights, and the Family Pet Expo at the Suburban Collection Showplace in November.  Along with the various programs it will be very busy.  I never worry because I know that because of the members of this club that every event will be a complete success and the public will get to see us shine.  That is because that is what we do best and believe me the people notice and are drawn to our booths at the events we do, Disney has nothing on us as far as happiest place on earth goes.  Maybe they could get a few pointers, what do you think?  Any way keep posted for more upcoming events and we hope to see you there as always remember YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!!

                                    Until Next Time,

                                    Your Prez,

                                       Dave
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Voice of the
   Veep


Thank You to everybody that assisted us at the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival last month.  Special thanks have to be expressed to Tom and Ken with their assistance setting up Friday morning.  Saying Thank You to the Greenwood’s doesn’t truly do justice to how helpful they were all weekend; I wouldn’t have survived with my sanity intact without all of them.  Faith was the photographer for souvenir pictures, Jessica was my handler for JB and Sparky, Mark was bringing in customers by wearing the sandwich board, Joe and Pat picked up any slack when someone needed a break.  There is no intention to ignore Susan and Charles; Beverly and Ken; Tom and Marie all of them were there all three of the long days and their help was appreciated.

I would not have been able to survive the weekend if it hadn’t been for Faith and Jessica.  All I had to be concerned with was printing pictures.  In all the years and events we have done souvenir photos we have never done so many.  Never have I used over one-hundred-fifty photo folders in the past.  This year We used up the two-hundred folders I had by the end of Saturday and on Sunday I had to give out photos without folders. 


The weekend prior to the Heritage Festival was the Pet Fest, a two day event in Ann Arbor.  We also have a number of events that will take place before you receive this newsletter but haven’t occurred yes as I’m writing this. There are four senior shows, a bird fair at the Elks Lodge in Livonia, an educational show at the White lake Library and the Highland Hey Days in downtown Highland Michigan.  Most of these events will have occurred by the time this newsletter reaches you.


This brings me to the next Item: I need more help! A collating crew is going to be needed at this meeting to assemble packets of club information.  I will be bringing all the printed materials, staplers and empty boxes so we can assemble five-hundred packets of information. 

                                            Your Veep

                                                   Steve

[image: image17.wmf]Ramblings from

Rambo


Well Uncle Steve wants me to shorten up my column.  Can you believe that!  So here we go.  Speaking of going, both of the fairs were awesome; the Pet Fest, and Heritage Days.  I was there EVERY DAY.

I never met so many people before. There were so many people who wanted to hold us. There were so many stories from bird lovers. And there were many, many people that wanted a picture of us.  We did let them be in the picture to hold us up. And so many of our people gave me treats.  They think this will bribe me into letting them hold me. I did let Charles hold me, sort of.  And, needless to say there were some strange people at these places.  I had a sign next to my perch.  It told people to stay back, I Bite.  This sign then told all about me; my name, age, species, where I’m from, and that stuff.

I was much more adventurous during these outings. I rode on daddy’s shoulder, while we took long walks around the parks. Hey, the other night I let him take me out in the front yard.  We went to the street and visited a friend of his.  He said I will have to wear my leash, while walking the neighborhood. There are too many dogs, and cats, and squirrels. We even have some chickens by my house, really. And we live in town. Who would have ever thought I would be doing this with him.  I still will not let anyone else hold me.  I was nice to all the other birds, at these outings.

By the last day, we were all worn out.  Dave was ready to fall over.  Of course, Uncle Steve was as energetic, and talkative as ever.

The only thing happening at home I that Daddy went away for a few days.  He went on vacation with Miss Beverly, and her family. Daddy said he saw all these African animals; lions, and tigers, water buffaloes, oh my. So we were not at the annual picnic. I was good for Mommy.  But, one day I was alone. She went on an all-day golf adventure.

 The only other thing that happened around here was this.  Daddy made me take a bath; a real bath, not my usual splashing in my dish.  I hate getting wet.  He said I stink.  He also said this will help with my itchy skin.  That was a traumatic adventure for both of us. I do look better, and smell better.

What else has happened around here? Several of our people said they like my big play stand.  So, they want daddy to make one for them.  With each one he is finding a better design.  He finished one, and is working on the others.

I guess that does that for this month.  So this month’s column was shorter.  Of course, the fairs were so much fun. I could go on and on.  I could tell you about the crazy people, the food – it was awesome, and how excited everyone was to have their picture taken with us.  I could tell a hundred stories about these 5 days.  But I’ll end this month’s column by saying this.  If you haven’t been to one of our events, please come join us.  You will have lots of fun. And tell you human They Will also Have Fun.

So, remember, Have Fun, Be Good, and Remember Macaws Rule.

                                                          Rambo
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PET EXPO

Here is tentative Pet Expo information; the hours are being transferred from last year’s Expo:

Friday, November 15th, 11am - 8pm
Saturday, November 16th, 10am - 8pm Sunday, November 17th, 11am-6pm
The Suburban Showcase has taken back the operation of the pet expo this year.  So we are not sure what the policy is going to be on how many free vendor badges will be allotted to us. The club will be getting parking passes for you if you have signed up to work.  If you are scheduled to work and have to pay an admission to enter or park your car keep your receipts and the club will refund your admission and parking fees.  YOU MUST HAVE YOUR RECEIPTS!  Entrance to the expo as a club member means you plan on working at least three hours at our booth.  If you intend to shop and look around plan on arriving early or staying over after your scheduled work times please.


We do know that no birds will be allowed through the front door; if your bird is going to attend we must get you a pass to enter in the rear doors. 

If you signed up to work and haven’t heard any details feel free to call Tammy 734-422-5981 or Steve 734-513-0030 for last minute information

For those of you who want to look around at the Expo, you can come early or stay after your scheduled time.  The schedule will be as follows; Set-up is Thursday 9am-6pm, we will be arriving at 9am to set up. Friday’s show schedule 11am – Noon, Noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm, 6pm-8pm, Saturday’s schedule is 10am - noon noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm and 6pm to 8pm.  Sunday’s schedule is 11am-1pm, 1-3pm and 3-6pm, and after it closes we will be needing help to clear out our space. 
                                                Tammy

           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image8.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
:f atacost
LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895
SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
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Out and About with 
        Pookie 

Last month I was ranting about the myopic thinking of prospective human companions when it comes to adopting those of us that lead alternative lifestyles.  The adoption issue is more than just our lifestyle choices the major issue is some sort of stigma about adopting and I don’t understand this.  We (meaning our club) have been at many pet fairs and outdoor festivals this summer with two purposes in mind.

First is to demonstrate the benefit of adoption and how wonderful it is to take in a companion parrot to your home and give it a second chance.  The second is to help our club’s rescue by soliciting donations that will aid us in veterinary costs as well as costs involved with housing, care and feeding of the rescued flock.  We have been very successful in raising funds by being the sweet and cuddly birds that we are.  Our willingness to pose with the public for pictures and hop up on hands and shoulders has made us (the feathered members) objects of desire that everyone wants to adopt.  Our failure is in changing the preconceived notion that the only way you can have a parrot bond with you is to raise it from a baby to bond with you.  Even after people are told that all of us were rescued and are now in second, third or even fourth homes the normal retort is; “Well you were just lucky.”  Then comes the line that is the most irritating; “everyone knows that baby birds are the best way to ensure a parrot is sweet.”  

At one festival our club recently attended there were over fifteen feathered members present and every one of us could have been adopted on the spot more than once.  Yet after three days of wooing the crowd and praising the virtues of adoption we were unable to find one single home for a needy parrot.  This is a sad fact and I just don’t understand how humans have arrived at this incorrect notion. 

Maybe it’s because some humans think of parrots as disposable pets or they simply don’t understand what wonderful companions we parrots are.  Believe me when I say; if you’re willing to put forth the effort in rescuing and adopting a homeless parrot the joy you can receive will be tenfold.  To ever body I plead; consider adopting a homeless parrot you just might be surprised and find a companion for life.  If you can’t adopt you can support your local rescue, believe me they need your help.

                                   Chirps and Squawks

                                             Pookie
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     Bits from Baby

Howdy all my rainbow feathered friends, this your roving reporter Baby with the latest and greatest club news.

August had two multi day events that had great weather and all that attended had a lot of fun, Thanks for all the help team. We also had one senior show miles from home in Grand Ledge. I slept on the way back home so the ride seemed short. 

Our club picnic was great as usual but without any games this year, but we still had a lot of fun. Members were coming and going so we did not get a count of either the feathered or non-feathered members.

Hang on to your hats and feathers everyone because here comes September with two events and six programs to do. 

 Oh yes and don’t forget the 22nd is our club meeting. 

 
God bless, till I see you all at the meeting,
                     Your friend Baby,       >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< 
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< 
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  RESCUE UPDATE

The adoption side of our rescue was about average this month.  There were four adoptions; Two African Grays, Casey and Crystal and two Cockatiels. They all went to their new homes with cages, toys, and food thanks to the generosity of you, our club members.


The rescue side has been very active also.  I can’t divulge what birds are in the rescue right now, however I will say if you are interested in adopting a larger bird contact a member of the board to find out what is available we just might have that special bird you’ve been waiting for.
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:

CHUCK JAMIESON


OCT. 1

TAYNA O'CONNOR                         OCT. 1

KEVIN BOLTON                              OCT. 10

NADA JURISICH-FONTANA           OCT.11

ISABEL FONTANA                           OCT. 11

JEFFERY PASEK                               OCT. 12

MARC WILLIAMS                          OCT. 13

BRIGETTE FELIX


 OCT. 15

JOSEPH GREENWOOD                    OCT.17

STEVE PLAFCHAN

             OCT. 17

JAN HARTZ



OCT. 21

OLIVIA                                               OCT. 23

BARRY SCHOENFELNER

OCT. 24

CAMILLE JOHNSON                        OCT. 26

FAITH GREENWOOD                       OCT.30

SHARON SCHOENFELNER
OCT. 31

CAROL STAMM                                OCT. 31
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   Avast ye Mates 
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CAPTAINS CORNER

Well the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival was a squawking success and as always we were the hit of the whole festival.  It seems that my public speaking (some would call screaming but they don’t speak Macaw) was drawing them in.  Plus Sparky, J.B., Winnie, Boogie, Mr. Finnegan, Princess, Lucy, Sidney, the three Cockatiels, (their names escape me) Phoenix, and that lady African Gray (brain farted her name too) and of course yours truly the Captain worked their tail feathers off pleasing the often times crushing crowd.  One woman even called me the Brad Pitt of the parrot world that shows her good taste.  Yes everything was great but one thing and it took all I could do not to give this guy a good thrashing, now really do I look like the Fruit Loops bird?  I mean my beak is not longer than my body and besides that that is a Toucan not a Macaw.  He was not the only one who did it a couple of others called me a Toucan too.  I have nothing against them they are spectacular birds but we look nothing alike.  The worst insult is when Sparky and J.B. were called of all things (uuuggghhh) Pigeons.  Also that really dumb question, which one of these is parrots? reared its ugly face one more time.  There were some bright spots when a couple of six year olds actually knew that I was a Macaw and all the birds there were Parrots.  Other than that a good time was has by all except those of us who are too young for the beer tent you must be 21 and I am only 18, oh well in a few years maybe.   A good time no it was more like a party and we were the guest of honor.  I guess you could really say I was with my peeps at the Heritage Festival, literally.  Ok and some really cool pet humans as well!!!

                                      Cheers

                                     Captain Morgan 



Wow it is hard to believe that it is September already the kids are back to school and the seasons are changing very quickly.  With that brings those fall holidays that we love Halloween and Thanksgiving.  Now we may love them but many of our birds do not simply because of all the strange things going on.  Halloween with its costumes can downright send a bird into fit of terror worthy of the best scary movie and then there are the other hazards the decorations. Lit candles, fake spider webs, and many other things that ooze, smoke or mist can be dangerous to our feathered kids.  Plus the biggie the candy we give out to the trick or treaters.  Chocolate is so poisonous for all pets and the darker it is the more toxic it is.  Also the wrappers can pose a hazard as well so keep them away from all pets.  Now let us move on to Thanksgiving.  First if you are hosting a big dinner the extra commotion can really stress out a bird if they are not used to it.  Then there are those hot pans, dishes and pots that look inviting to a bird to come a check out.  Also there are in some houses decorations that look pretty tempting to a bird but can really hurt them especially lit candles with their flames and hot wax.  So it is important we keep our birds safe during these fall holidays and get ready for the two winter ones.


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There have been many, to be nice I will call them honest mistakes, but you will see them as what they really are.  I’ll just leave it at that.  Here are some of the things that have been put on paper that will make you laugh and shake your head in disbelief.

1)        One person was looking for a Cockotool.  Is that a bird that looks more like a Swiss Army Knife?

2)        A Macall.  Is that something you can do with your Mac Computer?

3)        Maybe you would like a Macow.  Is that the cows that supply beef for McDonalds?

4)        Or a Latino Cockatiel is more your liking.  Do they come from south of the border?

5)        Could anybody find me a Sunned Connor?  I won’t even go there!

6)        Hey, what about a Peed Cockatiel?  EEEWWW!!!

7)        What about a White Capped Penious, anybody, it got awful quiet out there.

8)          Could you imagine a Molecan Cockatoo?  That image is just wrong!

9)          Since voting is around the corner let’s find an Elected Parrot.  He’s got my vote. 

10) How about an Electric Parrot, absolutely shocking!

11) Sir I am still looking for your Red Butted Parakeet?

12) No I don’t have a Princess of Whales Parakeet, will any other royalty do?

13) You want a cannery that sings, sounds more like a job for a real estate agent.

14) Finally, you say you are looking for an Amazine Parrot in my book I think they all are amazing!!!

Yes these are some of the things that have actually made it on paper and I’ll bet there will be a whole lot more to come.  Remember it is our job to educate them to the proper names of these parrots.  Just don’t let them see you laugh, OK. 
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        Upcoming Events
Sept 17th             Senior Show

                   Independence Village

                                 Of

                         Brighton Way

                    7700 Nemco Way

                 Brighton,  MI 48116-9442

                      12:00PM Set-up

                       1:00PM Show

Sept 20th            Senior Show

                      Stonegate Health

                     2525 Demille Blvd.

                     Lapeer, MI 48446

                      12:00PM Set-up

                       1:00PM Show

Sept 21st           Educational Show

                  White Lake Township Library

                       7527 Highland Rd.

                   White Lake, MI 48383 

                       10:00 am Set-up

                       11:00 am Show

Sept. 23rd       Senior Show

                 American House East II

                  18760 13 Mile Rd.

                  Roseville, MI 48066

                      12:00PM Set-up

                       1:00PM Show

Oct 5th          Motor City Bird Breeders

                                   Bird Fair

                  $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 4:30PM

                              Madison Place

                      876 Horace Brown Drive

                   Madison Heights, MI  48071

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***  

Oct. 11th       Senior Educational Show

                    Glacier Hills Senior Living

                       1200 Earhart Rd.

                   Ann Arbor, MI 48105

                     9:00AM Set-up

                     10:00AM Show

Oct. 12th          Buddy Program

              Program for Handicapped Children

                        Grace Church

                   220 Bogie Lake Rd.

                  White Lake, MI 48383

                 11:30 AM set-up

                  12:00 Noon Show

Oct. 15th       Senior Educational Show

                    Oakmont Manor

                     41255 Pond View Dr.

                  Sterling Heights, MI 48314

                     1:00PM Set-up

                     2:00PM Show
Oct. 26th            Guardians for Animals

Oct. 27th                 Pet Expo

                         Madison Place

                      876 Horace Brown Drive

                   Madison Heights, MI  48071

                  Sat 10:00 AM to 5:00PM

                  Sun 11:00 AM to 4:00PM
Our monthly meeting will have to be moved to the 20th of October for this event.

PET EXPO
Nov.15th              11am to 8pm

Nov.16th              10am to 8pm

Nov.17th              11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 14th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

      *****2014*****

Yes we truly have booked a show for 2014
April 22nd    Library Educational Show

    2014         Novi Public Library

                45255 W. 10 Mile Road

                     Novi, MI 48375

                      6:00 PM set-up

                      7:00PM Show

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  







                                                                       





Here we go again on another adventure only this would take the Rangers to Albion Michigan.  Where is Albion you say?   Well, it is where Albion College is at everybody knows that.  Anyway they were off to pick up a gaggle of small birds two Lovebirds, two Parakeets (Budgies for you purist) and an, oh so quiet (quiet? Surely you jest) Nanday Conure.  They drove what seemed to them like forever until they reached Albion.  How did they know it was Albion they saw the college of course but they would drive to the outskirts of Albion far past the city and college so no frat parties for them!  Well it seemed that the house did not exist the house number was non-existent and so they turned around several times (big surprise there huh?) until Ranger Dave decided to take a chance.  So with Ranger Steve riding shotgun they went to a house that kind of fit the description they were given but it was minus a house number.  As they approached their moods were lightened by the sound of Lovebirds.  Surely this must be the place, oh what ever will we do if it is not they exclaimed.  They would not have to find out it was indeed where they were supposed to be.  So they entered and saw all the birds gathered up in their cages in the room they had entered and all appeared to be in beautiful shape.  Catching them to go into the carriers was easy until they got to the Nanday Conure he had other plans and going into a carrier was not on his schedule for this day so after running around inside his cage then outside of his cage (thank goodness for clipped wings) eventually he succumbed to their wishes.  So with birds and cages safely packed away the headed home driving once again through Albion (where the college is) getting on the freeway and finally home.  Eventually all found good loving homes and everyone was happy but the Rangers had no time to lollygag they had other birds to rescue and adventures to go on for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!!!!!!
Stay tuned for a lesson in birdie biology in the next adventure titled I Only Started with Four!
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It's herel ZuPreem Natural Premium Daily Bird Food has
more of the whole grains, vegetables and fruit both you and
your bird are looking for. You will love that ZuPreem
Natural offers complete nutrition in every bite. Available in

four nugget sizes. ZuPreem is recommended by veterinarians
and fed by top breeders. Made in the USA.

FORTIFIED WITH
VITAMINS & MINERALS

Be the first to try the NEW ZuPreem Natural Premium Daily Bird Food!

Visit your local Pet Specialty store or check out ZuPreem com/nhew for more information

®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutritional Products, Inc. All rights reserved. © 2011
Premium Nutritional Products




Establishing Control with Nurturing     Guidance
By Liz Wilson, CVT

Nurturing guidance is a training concept developed by Sally Blanchard, and it is critical to enjoying cohabitation with a parrot.  Without it, a parrot is often unclear as to his position within his human flock.  Genetically an exotic bird is a wild animal, whether domestic-bred or not, and he understands little about cohabiting with people.  With patient teaching and guidance, he can learn how to be a good companion.  Nurturing guidance is established by teaching and using basic commands.  By setting these parameters, a parrot will have a better understanding of what is expected of it.

The first command is “Up,” which means step onto my hand.  The second command is “Down,” which means step off my hand onto an inanimate object (like a perch).  This is not a directional command. Onto the hand is up, off the hand is down.  Teaching these commands requires a neutral room and a neutral perch.  Ideally, the bird should have no experience with either the location or perch.  This minimizes distractions and maximizes learning.  Lessons should be short and upbeat, held once or twice a day for 10-15 minutes.   Make sure you are relaxed before you begin, and smile and be patient.  Under NO circumstance is aggression acceptable.  Training a parrot is like teaching nursery school.  You must keep your student involved or it won’t learn.  Sessions should be fun, not boring or frightening.  Simply put, behavior modification uses positive reinforcement for good behaviors and no reinforcement for bad behaviors.  Instead, misbehaviors are ignored. 

If the parrot follows a command, smile and praise the bird.  If it doesn’t, ignore the transgression and repeat the command, pushing gently at his legs with the side of your hand.  If you don’t expect him to behave, he won’t.  Under NO CIRCUMSTANCE is aggression allowed with parrots.  If approached with respect and love, parrots learn quickly and happily.  Aggression begets aggression and is absolutely unacceptable.  Experienced parrot behavior consultants agree that allowing a parrot to shoulder is asking for trouble.  In this position, you cannot see a bird’s body language, so you don’t know if he’s getting frightened or upset.  You also can’t anticipate and prevent a bite—and you DON’T want to be bitten in the face.  If you follow these guidelines and use these commands clearly and consistently, life with your parrot should improve immensely. 
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem®
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489

                        [image: image11.wmf]
	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
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zoomed.com


Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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