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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

JULY 27th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
AUGUST 24th – FOURTH SUNDAY PICNIC
SEPT 21st  - THIRD SUNDAY
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:

President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary– Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email – basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 

            Mary Perva 517-618-7008

Susan Dixion  248-330-6938


            Email- susanhdixion@hotmail.com           

            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187


Email- bigduke@comcast.net
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one
[image: image20.emf]- 8 -    


Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is two fold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and deserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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The Rainbow Bridge

SKY


Sadly we must report yet another loss of a feathered club member; Sky a budgie who owned Morgan Hall crossed over last month.  Sky was rescued by Morgan one morning when she noticed some young boys by her home tormenting this poor little lost bird.  Morgan scooped up Sky and gave her a loving home until she crossed the rainbow bridge.  To Morgan we offer our sympathies and want her to know we know how she feels because all of us that are owned by feathered friends have felt this loss.  To Sky we say fly free and soar high on the far side of the rainbow bridge; you will always be remembered and loved.
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WE DID IT!!!!!! Even with the freeway being shut down we stilled pulled off a fantastic bird fair.  The crowds were only down by a handful of people but boy were the people taking the bags out the door.  The vendors I asked did very well and were pleased with the turnout.  I was more than pleased because the freeway closure had me a little worried but they still came.  People loved the raffle with all the good stuff as they put it.  One man ran out of tickets half way through and had to buy more for the other stuff he wanted to try to win.  I also resisted temptation and did not buy one of those Brown throated Conures but did get lots of toys for my guys.  The help we had was awesome the vendors got in, in record time and had enough time to have a breakfast sandwich & coffee which they loved.  It was a very great day and a great fair so my thanks to all who helped make it the success it was.  This is what happens when we pull together and work for a common goal we can overcome a closed freeway and make things work in our favor.  We have already booked the hall for next year so we are off again.  Also we are ramping up for our event season starting with the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival on the 15th, 16th and 17th of August help is needed Friday the 15th setting up the pop-ups in the morning and then tearing down Sunday the 17th after it is all over.  Your help in desperately needed and so very much appreciated you will never know.  The other events will appear in the newsletter and we will once again need your help for these as well.  As for the fair I would like to thank you once again for a job very well done.  Also do not forget July’s meeting is bag-it-bingo so come and be prepared to have fun.  As always YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!

P.S.  July is the bag-it-bingo meeting bring something and conceal it any way you want and be prepared to have fun.  Maybe this year somebody else can be the target, I won’t give you any suggestions but Celeste or Steve are good substitutes, just sayin’. 

                                     Until Next Time

                                        Your Prez
                                            Dave
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     Voice   of the Veep

Another fair is in the books for our club and thanks to all of our members it was a success.  Personally I would like to thank everyone who showed up at my house on Saturday evening and helped load the U-Haul truck with all the used cages, boxes of gently used toys and raffle prizes.  Thanks also to everybody that was at the hall bright and early to unload the truck and set up for the fair.  There were a large number of members who were there in the morning between 7:00AM and 10:00AM helping the vendors move in and set up the raffle.  In all it is all of you, the members, that made our fair stand out once again to the vendors and to the public.  Even though the freeway was closed the attendance was only down by about thirty people but everybody was buying.  All the vendors I talked to were pleased with the crowd and said they were having good sales.

Even though this year’s fair is now in the history books we have started planning for the 2015 fair.  The hall is reserved and rented for June 14th 2015 which is the second Sunday of the month.  With the date set the collection of donations starts anew.  We have decided to move our fair to the second Sunday in June because of a conflict with a coin show that has a prior claim to the fourth Sunday of every month.  We were able to move to the second Sunday with no conflicts at all into the distant future. 

We have a very busy summer of shows scheduled; many, many senior shows but the big show we need help at is the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival on the 15th, 16th & 17th of August.  We will be setting up the pop-ups about 7:30 or 8:00AM on Friday in Riverside Park which is down in the valley northeast of the intersection of Michigan Ave and Huron St. Parking during festival hours can be difficult so if you intend to help I can give you more detailed parking instructions please call me (Steve at 734-513-0030) for information.

                                        Your Veep

                                            Steve 
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BIRD SHOWS A BIG HIT
We have recently staged many senior educational shows at numerous retirement communities and senior centers.  Our club received many accolades and smiles from the residents and other guests in attendance.  We also want to say “thank you” to the retirement homes for the generous donations to our rescue for staging the shows  

Our bird shows are lots of fun and great fund raisers for our rescue.  If you have never attended one of our shows come and join us and see what all fun is about.  Even if you can’t bring your bird you can still assist us with the show, everyone is welcome.
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                                     Out and About                                    With Pookie
The subject of my column this month is: dominance of companion humans, more importantly gaining and maintaining dominance over your companion human.  This is a very important subject to all parrots.  Humans want to be dominating in your home.  It is your job as the more intelligent species to make them believe they are in control while manipulating them to do your wishes.


One of the easiest ways to accomplish this is to gain a position of superiority.  Sitting on a shoulder is one of the best spots to gain an advantage from.  From the prime shoulder position you can look your human in the eye and gain his trust.  The shoulder position is also an excellent spot to discipline an unruly human from.  You can remove their glasses, grab a well-deserved snack and nibble on an ear if needed.  Please note that the eyeglasses snatch is especially useful if your human happens to be driving when you execute the maneuver.  Imagining that your human has just visited the drive-thru of his favorite restaurant and has started to dine on some French fries.  This is a prime time for an eyeglasses flip; your human will quickly weave a bit, put his glasses back on and give you a French fry to stop you from removing them again.  Little do they realize that it’s not his glasses you want it’s the French fry.  From that point on all you have to do is lean forward and he’ll feed you another fry.  Mission accomplished!  From now on you will be sharing whatever he or she is snacking on.  They may be a bit thick but once a human learns the signals they generally respond properly.  Another advantage of the shoulder is it allows rapid access to two additional vantage points.  From the shoulder you can climb on top of their cranium while gripping their head feathers (most humans call it hair.)  This position provides and excellent hold and makes great nesting material.  The shoulder also provides access to the middle of their back just below the neck, humans can’t reach there easily.  Your human can’t turn their head like you or I can so they will be unable to see you while you are maintaining this position.  Their arms will have a difficult time trying to pick you up from the middle of their back allowing you to evade capture.  Another strong point of the superior shoulder perch are the convenient appendages mounted on the sides of their heads.  Your companion human probably call them ears although unlike a svelte birdie ear they flap about but can be used in an emergency as a beak hold and to store bits of regurgitated food.  Good luck in your training endeavor and remember that a well-trained human companion can provide you with many years of entertainment; good company and they are usually very loyal. 

                    Chirps and Squawks

                           Pookie  
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


People never cease to amaze, mystify and baffle me when some of them speak.  It is like they have disengaged their brains and just keep talking.  Here are some recent pearls of, well utter dumbness.

One woman tells Steve all grey birds come from Africa as she surrenders her two grey Cockatiels. 

A gentleman calls with a strange request he wants a fertile Toucan, Amazon or Macaw egg so he can hatch it out in an incubator.

A woman at our bird fair wanted to know if there were any English parrots there, (I think she wanted English Parakeets, I hope).

A recently married mans sister wanted us to take his recently purchased Green Cheeked Conure away from him. She wanted this because he had no business getting a bird so soon after getting married and it was probably the new wife’s idea. 

 A woman wanted to adopt a red or blue Macaw and her first question was; Are those one of those big birds or small birds because I don’t want anything real big.  She had no clue what a Macaw was. 

Finally, a gentleman took me over to the cage vendor at our fair and pointed to a cage they had for sale that was big enough for a small Conure or Cockatiel and asked, I can put an Amazon Parrot in this can’t I?  When I pointed out the proper size cage his wife says “Oh, that’s just too big for our house. Are you sure the one my husband showed won’t do?”  Not for a Blue Front it won’t, they both kind of snorted and walked away.

With the other events we have coming up I am sure there will be lots more!!
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Rambling with            Rambo
         I’m going to start with something that happened Early Last Month.  I must write this down now, before I forget.  Everyone knows with our superior intelligence, our mind is always racing, from one thought to another.

It was a warm beautiful day. I was sitting inside eating. Well, who is that coming?  It’s Mommy.  Will she play with me? Or maybe, I can poop on that white shirt. Oh goody, it’s brand new.  I had better run out so she sees me. She is going past my cage to get them nasty, evil, stinky things.  She in not allowed to use them indoors.  And, there they are! Why hadn’t I noticed them earlier?  Yes the weather is hot. They are out.  Everyone, what is it?  One of our ‘Special Toys’.  Yes, Sparky know all about this one.  There they are. Mommy’s Toes. This is my chance for some fun.  Attack. Down I flew.  Ready, set, she’s looking the other way, now.  Beak open, head down, Go, and we’re off.  She sees me coming. The chase is on. She goes running across the room.  “He, He, yes.  She forgot her shoes.  She has to come back.”  I’ll let her get back over there.  She’s back across the room.  Go, and the chase is on again.  Shoot, she got away.  Next time. Now, all my fine feathered friends.  Remember, they are out there waiting for us.  Yes, Mommy’s, and Daddy’s, Toes; a source of great fun.

Well, June was too much fun.  Between the Educational Shows, the Highland Michigan Fair, our Big Annual Bird Fair, and the Library Show, it was too much fun. Lucky we were able to rest for a couple of weeks.

It certainly has been a great summer so far.  A while back, Daddy started using this thing called “Face Book”.  Now he is on the computer more than ever.  Well, he does let me sit on his shoulder, and he feeds me while I’m up there.  And he takes me outside more than normal.  But, he takes that thing he calls a Laptop where ever he goes.  The good thing about this is, he can tell you about our adventures, before the ‘Bird Droppings’ gets to you
                                  Remember, have fun,
                                      be good, and as always

                                       Macaws Rule

                                                 Rambo.
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:

LEO FENNELLY                                  AUG. 7

JEAN JEDRZEJEK


AUG. 9

KATHE COTE                                   AUG. 14

PAM JANKOWSKI                           AUG. 15

LINDA MCCARTHY

AUG. 17

PAM PEMBERTON                          AUG. 17

LISA GOYETTE                               AUG. 19

SUSAN JENISON                             AUG 20

SUSIE JANKOWSKI                       AUG. 26

MOLLY CHINERY                           AUG. 28
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DON’T FORGET THE PICNIC!
Next month is our annual picnic at Garden City Park, Cherry Hill and Merriman.  Enter the park from Cherry Hill and follow the road around until you see Dave and Tammy at the large pavilion.  Remember we are moving the location of our picnic from the pavilion on the north side of the park to the large pavilion at the east end by the restrooms.

The Club is providing the meat and everyone is to bring items to pass and your own beverage (there will be a cooler with water and ice.) It is also recommended that you leave your pets at home for this event unless they are used to being outside in the wind and weather.  Wings’ being clipped is a must and smaller lighter birds should stay home, we don’t want any accidental fly offs. The picnic is from 10ish until we’re tired of each other’s company.
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BITS from BABY
Well howdy everyone Baby your roving reporter with nothing to report.  That was because we had a bird fair instead of a meeting and I heard it was a huge success.  I only heard because we had to stay home while the humans got to have all the fun, not fair!  Oh well maybe next year.  One thing did happen I got to go with Duke to a bird program for the first time in months and I was glad to see him and to be there.  As always we were a hit, the feathered participants not the humans and it was so good to be back out again like being sprung from prison.  So now that we both are back in circulation I hope to see you at a meeting once again and be back among my friends, Feathered and non-feathered.

                                           Till next month

                                                Your friend 

                                                        Baby

>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><><><

BAG-IT-BINGO
This month is “Bag-it-Bingo” month and “Bag-it-Bingo” is a blast.  For those of you who haven’t experienced this event it’s easy; just bring an inexpensive gift wrapped in a paper bag (like something from a dollar store or a re-gifted item).  We then play Bingo for the wrapped gifts, but you can’t open them yet.  After all the bags and gifts have been picked bingo winners get to start “stealing” gifts from other winners, When this ends we open our surprises at the same time, some of them will be very nice and some of them may turn out to be zonks. Which one will you get?  Be sure to join us for a great time.






                   


Well it seems that this adventure would not be far for the Rangers in fact you could say it was right in their backyard.  This rescue would take them to Garden City Michigan to round up four outlaws or in this case Parakeets.  It seems as happens in many cases these poor guys became outlaws as soon as the kids lost interest in them and they became more of a burden than an asset.  The kids who promised to care for them found other things to invest their time in and the Parakeets became the fallout of their fickle nature.  So a call was made to the Rangers and they were off to pick up the four poor misunderstood little birdies (kinda tugs at your heart doesn’t it, WELL doesn’t it) I thought so.  So after wrangling four little rockets with feathers they were off to their foster home.  Fear not because of their beautiful colors they quickly found their forever homes and there was peace in the city.  Not for our Rangers though there were more birdies to rescue and they were soon again called to duty for they are THE RESCUE RANGERS!!!!
Stay glued to your mailbox for our next thrilling adventure Elvis has Left the Building!!!
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           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image16.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
:f atacost
LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
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

 Rainbow Feathers has monthly bird etiquette but many have asked me if we have anything that addresses people behavior.  I researched and found that many clubs do have something like this and many have a Sergeant of Arms, (which we really do not need).  So I asked and one of the club members came up with this and I thought it was very good.

· Treat all club members and visitors with respect.
· Refrain from spreading rumors, hurtful or negative things.
· The monthly meetings are the proper place for voicing suggestions or concerns.
· If you have an idea please tell us, everything we do has come from club members and every idea has value.
· There is not one club member who is of more value than another we are all important members of the club.
· Be mindful that you are our club’s representative and that your words and actions reflect on the club as a whole.
· Finally as with any organization no one is entitled to create dissention among the club members.
This is only because we are growing and many have asked me what the “people rules” are at the many events we do.  Many of us call this our bird club family or as I like to call us “a pleasantly insane group of people”.  Hey, we have birds so we have to be a little nuts, right?  So let’s continue the great thing we have now and in the future.
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       Rescue update

 This has been a slow month for our adoption efforts.  There were no successful adoptions but there were also no rescues; mostly because of all our efforts were directed to having a successful bird fair.  There are quite a number of rescues pending, so if you might be able to foster please let us know at the July meeting.
Everyone in our club should be proud of themselves.  It is your donations and participation in the club’s monthly raffles and events that have made our rescue the success that it is.  Kudos and thanks to all of you for your help, keep up the great work.  
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























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*RESCUE PROCEDURE*

There is a proper procedure for turning a bird into the rescue and we must do our best to follow it.  Any time a bird is to be surrendered to our rescue Dave, Steve, Tammy, Mary or Stan must be contacted first so proper arrangements can be made.  Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue can not take responsibility for any birds that have not followed this procedure.  If you have elected to take in someone’s unwanted bird or if you have been offered a “free” bird please be aware that you will have to assume the full cost of veterinary care yourself.
Avast ye Mates
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CAPTAINS CORNER

I have put this all over Squawker (like Twitter only louder) texted it on my Blackbirdie 4.0 to all of my feathered friends there is a new danger out there and my pet did nothing to get away from it.  I even gave him the old warning nip but it did no good at all.  I found myself facing a horrible being more frightening than zombies they are clowns!  Freakish faces, unnatural colored hair and garish outfits it was my worst nightmare come to life.  To make matters worse this clown had long things filled with air that she would make into strange shapes and occasionally explode without warning.  I am lucky I still have my feathers the stress was awful.  Even the little humans were smarter than my pet human they didn’t like the clown either.  All this being had to do was look at me and it sent me into spasms of fear.  I was told that there was a real human underneath all the make-up and gaudy clothing but I doubt it.  The only peace I got was when this clown walked away for about 20 minutes.  Those things should be outlawed for giving me such a scare.  I hope I never see another one as long as I live but with the outdoor events we may see more.  I will be ready and any clown that comes next to me well let’s just say I’ll be ready to run the clowns can take my pet human but please leave me alone.  Then I heard a song that says send in the clowns, no I say send them back to the evil place they come from.  So keep an eye out because you will never know when or where they will show up.

                                     Cheers

                              Captain Morgan
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UP COMING 
EVENTS 

as of 

July 15th 2014
July 15th           Library Show
              River Rouge Public Library
                            221 Burke
                  River Rouge, MI 48218

                      Set-up at 1pm

                         Start at 2 pm

July 20th            Senior Show

                    American House

                     5859 West Maple

            West Bloomfield, MI 48322

                         Set-up 1:00 PM 

                         Show  2:00 PM

July  22nd           Senior Show

                    Redford Geriatric

                    22811 West 7 Mile

                    Redford, MI 48219

                         Set-up 1:00 PM 

                         Show  2:00 PM

July 25th            Senior Show

                     American House Stone

                        3741 S Adams Rd.

                     Rochester Hills, MI 48309

                         Set-up 12:30pm

                            Show 1:30pm

Aug 12th    Arkay Center for

                Handicapped Adults

            16045 Dix-Toledo Rd.

              Southgate, MI 48195

                 Set-up 10:00 AM

                   Show 11:00AM

                  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival

Aug 15th            Noon to 8:30PM

Aug 16th            10AM to 8:30 PM

Aug 17th            11 AM to 6PM

          More details will be posted

           as they become available

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***  

Aug. 19th             Senior Show

              American House Southgate

                      16333 Allen Rd. 

                  Southgate, MI 48195

                         1:30 set-up

                           2:30 show

Aug. 20th             Senior Show

              American House East II

                      18760 13 Mile Rd. 

                 Roseville, MI 48066

                         1:00 set-up

                           2:00 show

Sept 7th         Senior Educational Program

                   Waltonwood at Cherryhill

                    42500 Cherry Hill Rd.

                     Canton, MI 48187

                         1:30 PM Set-up

                          2:30 PM Show

Sept. 13th              Critter Care Fair

                           Handy Park

                        12121 Hemingway

                           Redford, MI

                   10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

                     Set-up at 8:30 AM

Sept. 13th    Society of Canary and Finch

                                 Breeders

                                 Bird Fair

                     $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM

                      Livonia Elks Lodge #2246

                         31117 Plymouth Rd.

                            Livonia, MI 48150

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***

Sept. 14th  Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day       at

Walled Lake’s Historic Lakefront District

Ferland Street at E. Walled Lake Drive

11:00 AM  to 4:00 PM

We will be setting up our pop-up before the event .           Set-up starts at 9:00 AM

Sept. 19th      Senior Educational Program

                           Stonegate Health

                         2525 Demille Blvd.

                       Lapeer, MI 48446

                         12:30 PM Set-up

                            1:30 Show

Sept. 27th            Guardians for Animals

Sept. 28th                 Pet Expo

                              Madison Place

                      876 Horace Brown Drive

                   Madison Heights, MI  48071

                    Sat Times TBD

                   Sun Times TBD

PET EXPO
Nov. 21st               Noon to 8pm

Nov. 22nd               10am to 8pm

Nov. 23rd               11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 20th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE***


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE***

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  

******NOTE******NOTE******NOTE******
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How to find an avian veterinarian

By Don J. Harris,DVM
One of the first responsibilities you have as a pet owner is obtaining quality medical care for your bird. The process of finding a qualified veterinarian, who is educated, trained and experienced in treating birds, is often more difficult than you initially might think. Perseverance and some good common sense on your part can result in finding a veterinarian who is skilled in treating your bird. 

Here are some methods you can use.

Yellow Pages
 While this may be the easiest method, an ad in the yellow pages does not necessarily qualify the practitioner to treat your bird. The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) allows the term “specialist” by only those veterinarians who have fulfilled certain defined criteria in that specialty. Beyond that, yellow page ads can reflect marketing skills more than veterinary competence.

Association Rosters
 Many pet owners check association rosters for qualified veterinarians. For example, the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners (ABVP) is a veterinary certifying organization that requires its members to prove competence in order to belong. Within ABVP, there is the “Avian Practice” category of specialization. Veterinarians who complete this certification process are recognized by the AVMA as true specialists. These individuals are identified by the title ABVP, Avian Practice, DVM behind their names. Generally, bird owners can trust these practitioners to provide competent care for their birds.

Pet Suppliers’ Recommendations
 
Pet retail stores or breeders will often recommend a veterinarian they work with on a regular basis. Their recommendations may be based on positive experiences with this particular veterinarian’s care and treatment. On the other hand, pet suppliers occasionally have relationships with veterinarians based on discounted services in exchange for referrals. While this business relationship is not in itself bad, bird owners should be advised to verify the veterinarian’s credentials.

Word-of-Mouth Recommendations
 
This is one of the best ways of finding a competent avian veterinarian. If a veterinarian’s own clients are making recommendations, there must be a reason why.

Unfortunately, these personal recommendations are not always available, especially if you recently moved into the area and don’t know anyone to ask.

Colleague Recommendations
 
This is probably the best and most consistently reliable method, but it demands a little sleuthing on your part. Here are the steps you can follow:

• Identify and call veterinarians in the yellow pages who

DO NOT claim to be avian specialists.

• Call to ask if they will see your bird. If they agree, thank them and move on.

• If they decline, ask whom they would recommend.

• Continue this process until you get enough answers to form a consensus. The veterinarian whose name was recommended the most often is the veterinarian most recognized by his colleagues for competence with exotic birds. 
Congratulations! Through hard work and some common sense, you may have found just the right veterinarian for you and your bird.

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem©
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

	FASHIONISTA WEAR
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body  Jewelry

Anything Parrot-ly
Custom Parrot Accessories 

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes

 or anything else you might think of

Text, Message or Call me and ask
If I can make it I will
                         Lanah Harris

                         1- 734-502-3751             



ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment
DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060
http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*




    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489
                        [image: image17.wmf]
	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

zoomed.com


Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road
Milford, MI 48380
248-684-0468
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS


Tony & Edie Riojas


4593 Howell Rd, Otter Lake, MI 48464

1-810-793-2093

bitemebirdtoys.com
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24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375
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		    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •

 Square or Rectangle cuts

PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 

White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size

248.438.6572

               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com

Visit us on 

Facebook and Blogger!

                             little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,

l I i3
- s T oo

®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011

Premium Nutritional Products
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 BY MARY KAY PERVA

        734-207-0489
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		UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT


zoomed.com





Veterinary Care Specialists


205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”







Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 



Amazons, and others.



Cages and Food at reasonable prices.







Contact Kaylee at 734-301-0486







www.kayleesparrotplace.com
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Marty & Angie Crawford



248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com



little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com



An easy and healthy alternative 
to messy newspaper!











Custom sizes up to 25” x 38”  •  Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available  •  Priced for 100 sheets 



White cover weight paper  •  Fresh clean cage everyday



Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572



littlemancageliners@yahoo.com



Visit us on 
Facebook and Blogger!



little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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