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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:
JUNE 14th – Bird Fair
JUNE 28th – Fourth Sunday
JULY 26th --  Fourth Sunday

AUG. 30th – Fifth Sunday - PICNIC
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:

President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary– Kathe Cote- 313-728-2211

Email – gardenfrog1967@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 

Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187

Email- bigduke@comcast.net 
            Susan Dixon 248-330-6938

Email- susanhdixon@hotmail.com

Mary Perva - 517-672-9528
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Susan Dixon is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st weekend of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to her at: susanhdixon@hotmail.com.
Members are encouraged to submit interesting, bird-related articles to the newsletter for the benefit of our club members. 

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author. This needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

The editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELF AND YOUR BIRD BEFORE YOU LEAVE.
  [image: image6.wmf]
CLUB WELFARE

. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one.
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Monthly Potluck

Early last year, we stopped soliciting volunteers to bring food to our meetings.  Instead, it was agreed that the format be a potluck venue.  We ask that “Everyone”, please join in and contribute a main dish, veggie, salad, or dessert. Our meetings will be a potluck fair enjoyed by one and all. 
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From the prez:

By the time you get this we may have already had our bird fair, and I have no doubt that it will be a success, so on to other things.  I am also hoping that all of our physically challenged members will be well on the road to recovery. (I include myself in that group.)  I am also hoping that I can ditch this monster sling soon and get back to a somewhat normal life.  May’s meeting was great, and I was glad for the turnout seeing that we moved it from the holiday weekend.  Looking forward, things will be heating up event wise, and although it is in August, the Heritage Festival is fast approaching. Look in the upcoming events to see what days you can be there. I am always there all three days and should be much better arm wise to be at least 85% with the left shoulder.  There are also the Guardians for Animals Pet Expo in October and the biggie, the Novi Pet Expo in November, plus the education programs through the summer and fall.  All of these will appear in the upcoming events.  So as we kick off the summer season let’s make it safe fun and keep watching the upcoming events because things are changing all the time.  I never worry about the events because of all the support you give to whatever the club does. That’s because YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!

Your Prez

Dave
[image: image25.wmf] Voice of the Veep 
   Hello everyone, I’d like to thank Susan Dixon for producing the newsletter last month, this month and probably next month while I am being rebuilt.  To everybody who is unaware, I am in the process of having both of my hips replaced.  My left hip was changed on May 6th, and my right hip is scheduled to be swapped out on June 15th if everything goes as planned.  The first surgery was a complete success and I expect the same for the right side when it is done. 


Thanks also have to be extended to Annette and Patrick Ballard, Cheryl Hitter, Susan Jenison and Carolynn for helping me clean and repair cages for our bird fair.  I was totally rescued by them because there is no way I could have prepared these cages without them.  Thanks must also be extended to Charles Dixon for taking “Honest Steve’s” place at the bird fair this year because I doubt if I’ll be there all day.


Speaking of our bird fair we need help!  We will need help in the morning at 6:00AM to unload the truck and help vendors move their wares inside.  We also especially need help at the end of the fair, at 4:00PM, to move the vendors out.  So please, if you are available plan on helping after the fair ends.
Your Veep, 
                                                        Steve
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[image: image26.wmf] BIRD FAIR
Our annual bird fair is going to be on Sunday June 14th and will be at the same location as last year.  The address is VFW Post 345 at 27345 Schoolcraft (I-96 service drive) Redford, MI 48239.  
We are not going to be able to set up for the fair the night before as we have in years past, but we will be getting access to the hall about 6:00 AM Sunday.  The tentative plan is load a U-Haul® truck the evening before with cages and stuff at Steve’s house.  In the morning before the fair starts we will bring in all the cages, raffle items and supplies.

We will need as much help as we can get at 6:00 AM to cover tables, price cages, run electricity and set up the raffle. Hopefully, this will mostly be done by 7:00

AM when the vendors will start arriving.  We need help holding doors open and assisting vendors move in at this time.  They really appreciate this. It’s something that rarely occurs for them at other fairs and keeps them coming back.  During the fair we need help at the admission desk, assisting at the raffle and rescue tables.  Another time when help is needed is after the fair doing the clean-up.

This is our rescue’s largest fundraiser of the year. We have rented out a record number of tables this year with many first time vendors. Let’s show them what a dynamic group we are by assisting them in every way possible.


Come on out and lend a hand even if you haven’t signed up.  You don’t have to stay all day. Any time you can help would be wonderful.
Avast ye Mates
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   CAPTAINS 

   CORNER

O well, I want to know how long my pet human is going to wear that thing he has been wearing. I mean “man up” as they say.  I think he’s just trying to get sympathy. Well he is not going to get it from me!  If he thinks that I am going to get all “poor baby” because of that goofy apparatus he’s wearing, he is wrong.  At first I thought this was some new anti-biting thing he was trying out because you know humans will try anything to avoid getting bitten. Then I was told he tore a rotator cuff. I had to Keeter that one (Google for the bird world).  Then I snapped a picture and Bmailed it to Pookie on my new Blackbirdie 5.7. Pictures are amazing, and it made her laugh.  In fact, she told me HER pet human was pulling the same stunt with his hip, and he was using a crazy contraption to walk.  Sunny also got into the act with pictures of her pet human, Bev, with her neck in what looked like a big flattened bagel, (hold the cream cheese).  Guys, this has got to stop! You need to toughen up and get it together. Sunny, Pookie and me all agree…you guys are wimps.  If you were out in the wild you would have been lunch long ago.  So we are hoping to see you guys get back to normal.  Until then we will keep posting pictures on Featherbook, Squawker (like Twitter only louder), Snapbeak and Instabird.  Maybe embarrassing these guys will work…we can only try!
Cheers,
Captain Morgan      








Our next adventure takes us a little closer to home to the city of Canton, Michigan.  You say, “Where is Canton?” Well just think of the store IKEA. I just heard an “Oh yeah! I know where that is.”  Now that we got that out of the way, let’s get on to our adventure.  This one was a little closer to home, and we were to pick up a Blue Front Amazon named Pepper.  Now if we had to choose a pepper that describes an Amazon parrot, it would be a mixture because sometimes they are like a sweet bell pepper, then suddenly a Jalapeño and sometimes a Habanera, and many times a mixture of the three. Sweet, spicy and oh dear lord, hot describes an Amazon. So Pepper was the perfect name.  
      Pepper was given to the couple after a death in the family. They were scared to death of him, so turning him in was the best they could do for him. A call went out to the Rangers.  Pepper was well treated, had a nice cage and pelleted diet, and lots of toys, but he was misunderstood.  This is the case with many Amazon parrots. They need a person who has a will that is stronger than the parrot’s, and know exactly what they are in for.  Pepper was the typical Amazon parrot. If he could play you he would, and he played them like a fine violin.  When the Rangers arrived he was in for a shock. They would not be intimidated by his posturing and feeble attempts at scaring them, (after all, they have dealt with Cockatoos so bring your best Pepper…let’s see what you’ve got).  His best was not good enough, even on an Amazon parrot scale So he quickly submitted not knowing if they actually knew what they were doing, or if they were just a little stupid. He would not wait for that answer.  Pepper was now in the carrier and on his way to a new life.  It did not take long until he found his soul mate, and it was love for both of them at first sight. All it took was the right person who understood him for Pepper to have the life he truly deserved.  Another happy ending but the Rangers could not rest for there were more happy endings to be had, and they could do it…for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!

Stay right there for our next thrilling adventure A Tale of One Gray and Two Cities!
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Out and About     with Pookie

    At this time, Pookie IS not out and about due to her caretaker’s condition, but will return in a couple of months. In the meantime…..                                    

                           Chirps and Squawks
Finnegan’s Flap[image: image11.png]



One day when Momma was down on her hands and knees scrubbing the floor, I asked her, “What are you doing?”  She said, ”I’m cleaning up birdie poop.”  Without missing a beat, I responded, “ARRRRRRRRRRRG!!” 

More of Finnegan’s Flap…[image: image12.png]


Have any of you   bird parronts out there heard of Barbara Heidenreich?  She’s a world class bird and animal trainer and speaks to groups all over the world.  My Momma, Susan, registered for one of her webinars this past Saturday.  It was called “Addressing Screaming for Attention in Companion Parrots” and was very informational.  You can tell your parronts to go to her website:  http://www.barbarasffat.com/ and sign up to be on her emailing list.  Then you, too, can get some of her informational blogs. You will also get notices as to when and where she’ll be speaking and when she’ll be giving other webinars.   
She has another one coming up called “Solutions for Biting and Aggressive Behavior in Companion Parrots”.  It’s scheduled for June 11th and 13th and is limited to 24 participants on each day.  You can leave comments and ask questions and she’ll answer them right then and there because it’s live.  We’d have a lot less birdies to rescue if their parronts would learn how to properly train them.  Barbara uses force free animal training techniques and all positive reinforcement.  Momma says she’s very good.
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                                                                         BITS from BABY

Howdy all my feathered and non-feathered members. Our 18th Annual Rainbow Feathers Bird Fair on June 14th    is coming up fast. I know that I can’t attend it but I hear all about it on Birdiebook. That is the Feathered Friends version of Facebook. 
The May meeting was a little light because of the nice weather we had. It still was a great meeting. There were thirty-eight members and one guest in attendance. Also, there were twenty-four feathered members, five African grays, five cockatoos, four macaws and ten other types of parrots, for a total of twenty-four birds.
We started off slowly this year, but it looks like we’ll be off and running very soon. Two of the scheduled shows are three day events. In August there’s the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival, and it is held outdoors. Then in November there’s “The Greatest Show On Earth”, the Pet Expo In Novi. Now that’s the one I like the best because I’ll be there!
I hope to be at the next meeting so I can report first hand on the fun that goes on there.
        God bless, till we meet again,

 

Your friend Baby
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><
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Ahhh, here we are in the month of June but many do not realize that June also officially begins our severe weather season.  It usually runs through the first week in August. This is when we see some of our worst storms and many of our tornados.  Here in Michigan we have become complacent to the watches and warnings for severe weather but if the past winter is any indication we may just have to pay closer attention to what Mother Nature throws our way.  What if you were caught up in a severe weather situation, would you be ready?  Would you and your pets make it through a rough patch and would you have all that you would need to get you by?  Here are some things you should have with you in the event of an extended time of misery caused by the weather:  
1. Enough food for your pets to last three to four full days.  
2. Bottled, purified drinking water for three to four days. In the event of a power failure sewage can sometimes backup into the drinking water system contaminating it and prompting a boil water order.  
3. Money stashed for emergencies. 
Even if you are fortunate enough to have a generator you should still have these basic items for the safety of your pets.  These types of emergencies can happen in the blink of an eye, so take that old Boy Scout’s motto to heart and “Be Prepared!”
*********************************
       RESCUE UPDATE
      Last month we had only one bird adopted, Spanky the Senegal. He went to his new, forever home with food, cage and toys, thanks to you, our generous members. Your donations and support of our monthly raffles enable us to do this.

We are always in need of members who are willing to foster rescued birds.  The duties of a foster parent are four fold.  You must be able to quarantine the rescued bird from your own flock (in case the rescued bird has an illness that it could pass to your own birds).  You have to convert the rescued bird to a healthy (pelleted) diet along with fruits and veggies.  You have to be willing to take the bird to the rescue vet (Roose Animal Hospital). The vet bills and pellets will be paid for by the club’s rescue.  When the bird is ready for adoption you will have to have the prospective new owners come to your home to meet the bird and see how they interact with it.  A portion of the decision as to whether the bird is going to the correct home will be up to the foster home.  This is because you will have the best judgment of the bird’s personality and how it interacts with people.   

Once again, a great big thank you to all of our club members for their support at the monthly club raffles and the donations of food and toys.  It is your participation that funds our rescue and allows us to send the adopted birds to their new homes with cages, toys and food.  Our rescue could not do this without you.
FRIES WITH THAT… 
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Time and time again people call us looking to adopt a bird from the rescue.  There are those that go one step farther and put in an order like they are ordering from a fast food place and give us a list of what they want. Here are a few:
I want an African Gray, but it has to talk and cannot be plucked. Oh and it cannot bite me!

I want a blue Parakeet, not real blue blue, but more of a sky blue and not violet either. There can be no white on it, and it has to be a boy.

Hi. I’m looking for a parrot not too small but not too big either, preferably one that talks, but definitely not a screamer.

Do you have any quiet Cockatoos? (Is there such a thing??)

I would like a female Cockatiel but you have to guarantee me it will not lay eggs.

What color green Parakeets do you have?

Before we get started here I want to make one thing perfectly clear, no plucking birds and the cage must go with my living room.

I want a parrot but it cannot be green!

My personal favorite:
Hi! I am looking for a parrot that is not plucking, screaming or biting. It has to have a cage that will fit into my family room. It must like everybody in the house, not just one person. It also must be dog friendly. We have a German Sheppard, and it can’t be messy. It must be good with my nieces and nephews, too. What have you got?

This is just a fraction of the stupid, crazy and just plain weird phone calls we get inquiring about adopting a bird. I also know that there will be a lot more so stay tuned!
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:

PAULA PASEK                               JULY 1

MICHAEL ROSENTHAL                 JULY 5

CRAIG PERDUE                             JULY 6

ALEXANDRA PATTON                   JULY 8

DON BOUGENOY                          JULY 10

PATRICIA FULLERTON                 JULY 13

HOUSTON BOUGENOY                JULY 14

HENRY JEDRZEJEK                      JULY 16

CHRISTAN HOLLOW                     JULY 18

BEVERLY SHOLAR                        JULY 18

SUSAN GOODEN                           JULY 19

NICHOLAS MARKEY                      JULY 20

JASON SCHRIEFER                       JULY 23

BARBARA SWANTNER                  JULY 24

SUSAN DIXON                                JULY 30

EDWARD PROSZKOWSKI             JULY 31
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UP COMING 
EVENTS

As of

June 1st 2015
Saturday, June 13th, 2015

Garden City Flea Circus

Parking Lot at the Corner of

Middlebelt & Ford Rd

Starting at 10 AM to 2 pm

Sunday, June 14th, 2015

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club

17th Annual Bird Fair

VFW Post 345

27345 Schoolcraft Rd.

Redford, MI 48239

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Admission: $3.00; Children: Free

Saturday, June 20th, 2015 

Set-Up 1:30pm; Start 2:30pm

Waltonwoods of Carriage Park

Assisted Living

2000 N. Canton Center Road

Canton, MI 48187
Tuesday, July 14th, 2015 

Set-up 2:00pm, Start 3:00PM

River Rouge Public Library

221 Burke

River Rouge, MI 48218

Wednesday, July 22, 2015 
Set-up 12:30 pm; Start 1:30pm 

Summer Camp Show

Jewish Community Center

15110 West 10 Mile Rd.

Oak Park, MI 48237

Friday, July 24th, 2015
12:30 PM Set-up; 1:30 PM Start
American House Stone
3741 South Adams

Rochester Hills, MI 48309

Ypsilanti Heritage Festival

Friday, August 21st: Noon – 8:30 pm

Saturday, August 22nd: 10 am - 8:30pm 

Sunday, August 23rd: 11am – 6 pm 

Riverside Park, Ypsilanti, MI

Tuesday, Oct 6th, 2015 
11:30 AM Set-up; 12:30 PM Start
AARP Meeting at Wayne County

Community College

in the Ray Mix Room

21000 Northline

Taylor, MI 48180

Guardians for Animals Pet Expo

Saturday, Oct 17th: 10 am – 5 pm

Sun. Oct. 18th: 11 am – 4 pm

Madison Place

876 Horace Brown Drive

Madison Heights, MI 48071

Set up on Friday

NOVI PET EXPO

Nov. 20th: Noon to 8pm

Nov. 21st: 10am to 8pm

Nov. 22nd: 11am to 5pm

Suburban Collection Showplace

46100 Grand River

Novi, MI 48374

Set up on Thursday, No. 20th at 9 am

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 19th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE***


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s).  
As a point of reference and for future information, we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line following the event listed:

 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***

or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing, it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events. Don’t let this stop you from joining us though. We will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.
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Rambling With Rambo                       
      My little (though superior) mind is running wild.  Picture that for a moment, your mind running like a wild cheetah inside your head.

Well there it was, another dreary Saturday morning. Daddy is listening to that Canadian story teller man, and I’m sitting here with Daddy. I’m protecting him from that “Dear Abby”.  I’ve told those humans before to ask us creatures of superior intelligence, parrots naturally, to ask us for advice. So I’m doing my duty to protect him. I’m tearing up the spot a sentence ahead of him. This is so much fun!  It also helps Daddy with his exercise. Yes, I make sure those little pieces of paper of paper fly in many different directions.

      There have been several things going on around here. We had a couple of wonderful Educational Shows last month. Packo is still afraid to go. Daddy has been taking me outside, sometimes for a walk, sometimes just to sit out back.  I’m still waiting for Packo to join us.  I love this warm weather.

Daddy has been very busy this month and he has not been taking me. He had better take me to see Heather at the Bank. I heard she is getting a new job soon.  Other than the Educational Shows, he has not taken me on any adventures lately.  How rude!

       Being that both Daddy and Mommy, are so busy, Packo and me are getting left at the house.  The other day he left us 3 times.  What is wrong with them? We parrots are the center of their universe. So I’ve been a real stinker for Daddy.  I give him a really hard time about going into my cage, when he goes somewhere.  The other day Daddy was already gone and Mommy was on her way to work.  So this is what I did…I saw Mommy coming inside.  She turned and locked both locks.  That always means she is leaving.  When Mommy goes outside, I always wait for her on my perch that is closest to the door, squawking and calling. Well, I knew she was leaving so I went into my house before she told me to. I would never do that for Daddy.  It’s my duty to make him work for things.

Here is one other thing that happened last month.  Our neighbor, Joe, came over. He needed Daddy’s help with something.  I was on Daddy’s shoulder and as we were approaching the door, Daddy told me to “Step Up” onto my cage.  Joe looked at me in amazement.  He said, “That bird minds better than my dog”.   I thought to myself, “Naturally. Parrots are far more intelligent 
than any dog.  Sure, with 4 legs they can do different things, but we can out think any dog, (and some humans) any day.”

As always, have fun, (try to) be good, and remember…..Macaws Rule.

Pondering with Packo
I’m still reluctant to let Michael pick me up,  so I have not been to any meetings, or on any adventures.  Rambo told me some of you humans have broken bodies.  He also told me, Daddy, is having a problem with his arm; the same arm and problem as Dave.  

All this craziness started when Mommy went on another trip.  When she left, she told Daddy, “I want those trees down when I get home.”  So he followed her instructions.  While cutting the biggest tree, a big piece fell on him.  So he has been talking about getting that arm thing fixed for many years.  I think he is afraid to get it done.  Ok, we all know the truth…he is TOO CHEAP to have it done.

Mommy frequently leaves town.  When she does, she leaves a work list for Daddy, and lately it has been big jobs.  Last month, she had him rebuild the flowerbed around the Maple tree, out back.  This month she wants the big flower bed out front redone. I can see it from my window and it does look pretty bad.  Daddy tells me if I will step up, I can go in the yard with Rambo.  That would be a nice adventure. He also told me, “You will be going to either the vet or a meeting soon. Your nails are way too long and sharp.”  Really, Daddy?

Well gang, I really do hope to see you all soon.  I hear the food at those meetings is getting better all the time.

                                                        Packo
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Consider these factors before you purchase a bird

By Don J. Harris,DVM
Purchasing a new bird is an act that requires much forethought and planning. Some potential bird owners research a new car purchase with far more diligence than they do a new pet. But, because some parrots live as long as 50-60+ years, impulse buying may have repercussions that last for decades—much longer than a new car.
Here are a few aspects to consider when purchasing a bird.
Does this particular bird fit your lifestyle?

Does the species enjoy a busy and noisy environment with a lot of people interacting, or would it do better in a quieter more isolated environment? If it is a large species, is there enough space in your home for a large cage?
How much time can you devote to a pet?

Does the species demand a lot of care and attention? Is it a “high maintenance” species that needs a lot of one-on-one interaction, or is it happy to be left alone for periods of time?
Does this bird have the pet characteristics you want?

If it is important to you that your bird talks, choose a species with high speaking ability, such as an African Grey, Amazon or Mynah. If cleanliness is important, check out a smaller species. If intelligence is important, you can’t beat an African Grey.
What is the average life span of this species?

Life spans range from 10-60+ years, depending on the species. Do you want a bird that may outlive you?
Where are you purchasing your new bird?

Was it bred locally? Is the breeder available for questioning? Is the dealer in a fixed location where you can locate him or her should you need follow-up advice or if a problem arises?
Is there a guarantee?

Be suspicious of anyone who doesn’t offer some assurance of the bird’s health.
What are the nutritional needs of this species?

Certain species of birds have special nutritional needs. Can you meet them?
What kind of diet is the bird currently eating?

Is the bird already eating a balanced diet or will it need to be converted to a new more nutritious one?

Older birds on seed diets can be difficult to convert, but may encounter health problems if not switched.
Is the bird healthy?

There is no way to answer this without a complete post-purchase veterinary exam. Schedule an exam with your avian veterinarian immediately after purchasing your new bird. Don’t wait.
Is your home ready for your new bird?

Is the caging suitable? Is it situated in the correct location in the home? Are the perches arranged correctly? Are there toxic plants or substances harmful to birds in the household that may need to be removed? If your new bird is joining other birds in your family, do you have a plan on how to quarantine the new bird until you have a post-purchase veterinary exam?
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem®
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                              For Birds of all Sizes [image: image19.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
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The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
Animal Training Quips: Set Them Up for Success! 

  

Of course you want your animal to be successful…but what the heck does that mean?? Do you want him to graduate college, become the CEO of a major corporation, or get 1000 likes on his photo on social media? You hear people say that all the time when it comes to animal training. It sounds like a great idea, but if you are like me, you need a few more specifics please.  If you want to get technical you might define setting them up for success in animal training as antecedent arrangement. What this means is you are going to physically manipulate things in the environment so that it is very likely that your animal is going to do the exact action you want. 

I will give you two different examples, one in which I am trying to make it less likely an undesired behavior will happen and another in which I am trying to promote a desired one. 

I have perches around my house that my flighted parrots have learned via positive reinforcement to visit frequently. They have learned these are great places to go to for attention, toys, treats, head scratches, etc. Most of the perches do not have many unacceptable things near them that are tempting to chew. (That is one example of setting them up for success.) However one perch in particular has some unavoidably tempting attributes. There are some edges of the walls that are often too inviting for my parrots to resist.  Traditional training methods would have caregivers punishing parrots with aversives for chewing, but the force free approach is to set them up for success. Which means in this example, I could move the perch to a less tempting location or I could make those wall edges less accessible and interesting.  I chose the latter. 

I decided to custom fit plexi-glass to cover the edges of the wall. Just this cover alone has made the wall less inviting for chewing. This allows me to relax when my parrots are sitting on the perch. I definitely don’t ever have to be the bad guy and punish bad behavior, I get to be the good guy and reinforce excellent behavior while they sit on the perch. Just by making it difficult to misbehave by removing access to temptation I have helped set them up for success. 

Another way we set animals up for success is when we are training new behaviors. One of my favorite challenges is finding a way to get the animal to present the action we want so that it can be reinforced. Manipulating the environment is often one of the first things I look at. This means I visualize what movements the animal will have to do. I then think how can I minimize how much effort the animal will need to present for me to get that movement? For example if I need the animal to load into a crate, will it have to step over a lip of a crate? Is the opening so small that it needs to duck its head?  Will the crate wobble and cause the animal to be unbalanced? All those factors mean more effort and therefore not a good example of setting my animal up for success.  If I was in that situation I would be searching for a different crate! 

  

Anyone who has been to one of my parrot training workshops has seen me apply these strategies in my parrot training demos. Little details like placing a station on the corner of the table instead of the middle, putting my hand at the end of the perch, in line with the perch and with a tight grip for step up, making tunnels for towel training, all of these approaches were developed from years of trying to find a way to make it more likely a parrot would participate and learn a new behavior.  Do they make a difference? Absolutely! 

The next time you hear someone say “Set them up for success!”  Now you can nod knowingly and whisper to your friends “Oh they just mean manipulating the environment a bit so it easy for the animal to do the correct behavior……you know, antecedent arrangement.”  More importantly now with a clear understanding you have a tool you can use that can really have an impact on achieving your training goals. 

  

Barbara Heidenreich 

www.BarbarasFFAT.com 

www.GoodBirdInc.com 

www.BunnyTraining.com  
Copyright 2015 

  

Barbara Heidenreich has been a professional animal trainer since 1990. Her company Barbara’s Force Free Animal Training (www.BarbarasFFAT.com) provides animal training DVDs, books, webinars and workshops. She has been a featured speaker in over twenty countries and has been published in nine languages. Barbara works with the companion animal community and also consults on animal training in zoos. 

  

Feel free to share this article in your newsletters, on social media, etc. Please use in its entirety with a link back to www.BarbarasFFAT.com 
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	BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING

SERVICE
Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a feathered friend that needs to stay at home? Susan can help you. She will shower your bird(s) with TLC in her home.

For more information on rates and care specifics, contact by phone or e-mail                      
Susan Dixon

                  1-248-330-6938

            susanhdixon@hotmail.com  
                   References provided upon request 

          


     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
	FASHIONISTA WEAR
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body Jewelry

Anything Parrot-ty

Custom Parrot Accessories 

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes

 or anything else you might think of

Text, Message or Call me and ask

If I can make it I will
                         Lanah Harris

                         1- 734-502-3751             



ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

Parkway Small Animal & Exotic       Hospital 

39321 Garfield
Clinton Township, MI 48038
586-416-8800
Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773
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 BY  MARY KAY PERVA
        517-672-9528
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4
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	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
   *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*




	PRODUCTS FOR SALE

UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

[image: image34.wmf]zoomed.com


RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL BIRD FAIR
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SUNDAY JUNE 14, 2015

10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.

**PLEASE NOTE THIS IS AN** 

**AIR CONDITIONED LOCATION**

VFW POST 345

27345 SCHOOLCRAFT

REDFORD TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN

JUST EAST OF INKSTER ROAD ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF SCHOOLCRAFT (I-96)
FEATURING:

MICHIGAN AVIAN ARTIST 

TIM MARSH

RAFFLE PRIZES – INCLUDING TIM MARSH ARTWORK 

BIRDS AND RELATED PRODUCTS FOR SALE

EXOTIC BIRDS FROM AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA & 

SOUTH AMERICA

ADMISSION:  ADULT $3.00 - CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER – FREE

**THERE WILL BE TWO DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS**

 **THE PRIZE WILL BE A $50.00 VISA GIFT CARD**

**ONE CHANCE WITH EVERY PAID ADMISSION**

**DRAWING WILL BE HELD AT THE END OF THE FAIR**

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

TAMMY AND DAVE AT (734) 422-5981
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS


Tony & Edie Riojas


4593 Howell Rd, Otter Lake, MI 48464

1-810-793-2093

bitemebirdtoys.com


NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.


17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076


248-557-7773


ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.


509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170


734-451-2870


SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.


1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170


734-453-6930


Fax:  734-453-7127


M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4


WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL


29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314


586-751-3350


OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP


1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302


248-334-6877


     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES


Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages


1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154


734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/

SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.


13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195


734-248-9122


ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER


24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375


248-348-1788


265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307


248-651-1788


Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day


7 Days a Week


www.theanimalemergencycenter.com


		MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS

Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot


paraphernalia

                         Cheryl Hitter


                          734-422-2804

             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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		    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •

 Square or Rectangle cuts

PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 

White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size

248.438.6572

               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com

Visit us on 

Facebook and Blogger!

                             little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,

l I i3
- s T oo

®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011

Premium Nutritional Products




    MURALS


    AND OTHER


 CREATIONS                 


 BY MARY KAY PERVA

        734-207-0489
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		UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT


zoomed.com





Veterinary Care Specialists


205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”







Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 



Amazons, and others.



Cages and Food at reasonable prices.







Contact Kaylee at 734-301-0486







www.kayleesparrotplace.com
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Marty & Angie Crawford



248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com



little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com



An easy and healthy alternative 
to messy newspaper!











Custom sizes up to 25” x 38”  •  Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available  •  Priced for 100 sheets 



White cover weight paper  •  Fresh clean cage everyday



Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572



littlemancageliners@yahoo.com



Visit us on 
Facebook and Blogger!



little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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