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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

JUNE 23th – BIRD FAIR 
JULY 28th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
AUG. 25th–FOURTH SUNDAY PICNIC
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:

President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary– Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email – basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 
            Mary Perva 517-618-7008

Stan Johnson 248-746-0520

            Email- mmisterjay@comcast.net           

            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187

Email- bigduke@comcast.net
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st weekend of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff Livonia, MI 48150 or email to splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Anyone who wishes to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE

. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one.
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Monthly snack list
We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is two fold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and deserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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The Rainbow Bridge

BINKY

Sadly we must report the loss of another feathered member of our club.  Binky a White Bellied Caique who owned Susan and Charles Dixon crossed over the Rainbow on May 22nd.  Her passing was very sudden and unexpected; the night prior she was fine then in the morning it was obvious she was in distress.  Binky was rushed to the emergency vet where she crossed over.  

Binky was a regular attendee at the clubs bird shows and was known for her tap dancing ability and as the bird that followed Susan home.  Although her time with us was short she will always be remembered and loved.  

 A note from Susan:

Thank you so very much for all your kind words and condolences.  Your tender words mean so much to me.  Our vet called this morning as she had completed the necropsy on little Binky.  The results are that she had an enlarged heart and a great deal of fluid had backed up into her abdomen which made it difficult for her to breathe.  The vet thinks that she was born with this heart defect, and that there was nothing we could have done to prevent her premature death.  When people are born this way, they need heart transplants, but they don’t do that with animals.  If there is any comfort in any of this, it’s that at least I know that I didn’t do anything to cause this terrible event, and that I could not have prevented it.  She said that even if the fluid had been discovered a little earlier and she might have drained it, but that would have only prolonged the inevitable.  She wouldn’t have lived much longer.  It was just one of those things that happen and we have no control over it.  When people have this condition, it’s called congestive heart failure.  

 
I’m sending along the link to Binky’s YouTube video in case you’d like to see it or watch it again (if you’ve seen it before).  It’s a little reminder of how much joy she brought into our lives.  It always brings a huge smile to my face...even through my tears.  She was such a joy! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YS-rxJ_3rDw
                                                 Love,

                                    Susan/Mama/Nana
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It seems that the weather cannot make up its mind between Spring, Summer or Fall; we have had a little of all three in one week!  On one unusually cool night I sat in my chair I had Lily snuggled  next to me, Captain was making his normal nightly sounds and I felt safe, content and that all was right with the world.  It wasn’t!  A deadly tornado ripped through Moore OK, and in just about 40 seconds thousands of lives were changed, forever.  It made me realize that many of my problems were trivial to say the least and that things can happen in literally the blink of an eye.  It also made me realize that every day is a gift as well as the friends and family we love.  Stuff can be replaced, disrupted plans can be rescheduled and the “small stuff” is nothing to obsess over.  I began to think about the fair and how nervous I am about the change of venue, month and other changes we have had to make and how we have had to almost move Heaven and Earth to accomplish this.  Then it hit me it was the word WE! We were doing this, we were pulling together to pull this off and we were going to make this a success.  We, not I, me, her or him but we as in the club as in everybody and it made me think about all the things we have done taking a literal leap of faith and watching them be better than any one of us could have imagined.  From the first time at the pet expo, Highland Hey Days, Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day and the Pet Fest we have made great things happen.  So WE is a very important word when having an event or in this case moving an event because I know we can do it. So as we approach the bird fair we will make it a success, we can smooth out the rough spots and we will be better next year but most important we can pull this off in grand fashion.  History is a good indicator and if we all look back we know we can do it, we have done it before and we can do it again. This can happen because YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!

                              Until Next Time

                                   Your Prez

                                         Dave 
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    Voice of the Veep 
It’s finally here!  Yes our bird fair is on June 23rd and I hope that everybody is as excited as I am.

We need as much help as we can get from everybody both one the evening before the fair and the day of the fair.  We are renting a U-Haul® truck and will be loading it up at my house on Saturday evening the 22nd.  If you have any large items for the used cage sale or just want to help loading the truck be at my house about 5:00 PM.  On the morning of the fair we will be at the VFW Post at 6:00 AM to unload the truck and set-up for the vendors.  Vendors should start showing up about 7:00 AM and they need help moving their wares inside.  During the day we will need help at the raffle table, at the bake sale table, at the front and back doors with admissions, assisting vendors and patrons taking purchases to their cars, after the fair helping vendors move out and anywhere that assistance might be needed throughout the day.
We are also going to have the bake sale table again, (it’s always a big hit) so all of you wonderful bakers think of your tastiest treats.

Here is a listing of the best sellers from last year’s bake sale.

· Lemon Bars

· Brownies

· Rice Krispy Treats

· Caramel Corn

· Choc. No Bake Cookies

· Choc. Chip Bar Cookies

· Oatmeal Cookies

· Choc. Parrot Lollipops

  Any time you can give to assist will be appreciated make sure you wear your badge and be prepared to have a great time.  This our first show at this hall so we not only want to have a successful fair but we want to impress the VFW Post with our club and our fair so we will be invited back for another fair next year.  If you have any questions and wish to contact me feel free to call me at home, Steve (734) 513-0030.

                                          Your Veep

                                    Steve
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TALES OF BUSTER BROWN
I was watching a Youtube video of Einstein, a female African Gray, entertaining a crowd.  Even though it was quite entertaining, it was upsetting to me as well.  The reason for my upset is simple.  During the video Einstein was fed twenty-five sunflower seeds as a reward.  Now that does not seem to be healthy for any parrot.  I have been told that sunflower seeds should only be given about 3-4 a day. And, I do not want to starve Buster to do what I want him to do.  
 I have a few games for Buster, but I do not want to feed him to get him to do the tasks.  I have been trying to get him to put plastic coins in a plastic bank, and put a ball in a basketball hoop on praise alone to see if it works.  The basketball trick is a total bust.  He likes to throw the ball off of the table so he can watch me go get it.  He laughs, but I guess he thinks I need the exercise (true)!
Now the bank is another story.  He does a good job of getting the coins on top of the bank.  However, the three holes are pretty small and it frustrates him.  He will pace back and forth and walk away.  I will clap and praise him when he gets the coin to the top of the bank.   Now, I think he has given that task up, because now he will put the coins in my coffee cup. I guess he realizes that the hole of the coffee cup was larger.   He realized that the coffee cup hole was larger.  He is right; again he has shown that he is the smarter one.   Oh well, so much for that experiment.  The good news is that I really think that he does enjoy the interaction,
                                   Linda Brown
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Out and About     with Pookie
Owning a companion human is not the easiest task to undertake.  You need to establish trust and confidence between you and your companion human; as well as positioning yourself as the parrot that is dominate and in control.  This subject is being brought up mainly because of numerous inquiries on this basic subject over the past months. 


The first step a parrot must take when becoming a companion human caretaker and owner is to establish the pecking order of the new flock.  You must show your human that you are in control and the top bird in the tree.  Companion humans are extremely perceptive and will sense any hesitation and fear on your part.  The first time that your new human reaches into your cage is the perfect time to establish dominance; a gentle nip will allow you establish this dominance.  A human that is afraid will flinch and remove their hand; this action will place you as the parrot in charge.  Once you have determined that your companion human has an innate willingness to be the subservient member of your flock you can begin more intensive training.


One of the most important training steps is learning to share.  You can use your new found position of dominance to teach you human to share their dinners, salty snacks, carry-out from the local fast food restaurant and anything else they might be dining upon.  Once your companion human knows that they must share everything with you; they will start shopping and snacking with you in mind.


Another position of dominance and control is the shoulder of your companion human.  The shoulder position not only allows you to dominate and control your human by sharing with them everything that they eat.  You are in a perfect location to purloin food directly from their spoon or fork before the snack is eaten.  This position also allows you to utilize one of the most effective training tools that we possess; poop!  Poop is wonderful stuff and companion humans a weird obsession with it.  Poop on the floor and a human will stop what they are doing and pick it up.  Poop on a shoulder and a human will set you down so they can pick it up or change their shirt.  Poop on a chair, sofa or on a car seat will spur a companion human into a frenzy of obsessive cleaning behavior.  You as the savvy parrot in control can utilize this knowledge to your advantage.  Anytime you need access to something or want to divert you human’s attention use poop.

                      Chirps and Squawks

                                  Pookie
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
















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           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image11.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
:f atacost
LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
            BITS from BABY
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Howdy all my rainbow feathered Friends, this your roving reporter Baby with the latest update from the club.

May’s meeting was the smallest I have seen in a very very long time. We only had forty people there, thirty- five members and five guests and two of them joined our flock. Our feathered members there were twenty- six. The Cockatoos had nine, African Grays had seven and Macaws only two. There were eight other types’ parrots there. 

Well gang in June we are off and running again with seven programs and one outside event set so far. We started on June 3rd in Plymouth, June 7th in Rochester Hills, June 8th in Whitmore Lake, June 9th in White Lake, June 12th in Redford, June 13th in Taylor, and June 17th in Frankenmuth and will end June 30th in West Bloomfield. 



Don’t forget the most important date of all June 23rd THE RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 16TH ANNUAL BIRD FAIR!!! I cannot attend this great event but will get my info about it from the Duke so I can report on it.

We may get a break in July with just two programs set so far???

So catch your breath when you can guys!!

                                    Till next month

                                    Your friend
                                     Baby

                                 >< >< >< >< ><
[image: image12.wmf][image: image13.wmf][image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf]






                                  



Once again the rangers were off this time to Lincoln Park to rescue a poor little Lesser Sulphur Crested Cockatoo.  Now as named go there seems to be a common theme among the Too’s they are either called Snowy, Snowball, Snowflake, Angel, Casper or Baby.  The most popular of all names being Baby.  Well this little guy was called Baby and he had to be re-homed because of an allergy that one of the owners had developed to the bird.  This is not uncommon with the Cockatoo’s being a member of the dust bird family.  When the rangers arrived they found a very animated (Ranger Steve calls it psychotic) Cockatoo in a corner cage.  Now corner cages while being an excellent idea for space saving are a pain in the neck (now would I say the other place just south of the neck) to clean.  There he was Baby put in the corner a very happy and beautiful bird.  So without much drama they put baby into a carrier, which he was not too fond of, and they were off.  Baby did not stay in foster care for too long for he was a sweetie and was soon off to his forever home.  There was joy in Rescueville tonight for Baby had found his home but there was no time to slack off for there were more birds that needed the assistance of the Rangers.  So off again they would soon be on another mission to rescue a poor feathered creature because they are THE RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!!

Stay glued to this channel for our next thrilling installment Sad Jack in Roseville! 
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UP COMING 
EVENTS
June 20th 2013
June 23rd         Rainbow Feathers Bird Club

                      16th Annual Bird Fair

                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM

                          VFW Post 345   

                      27345 Schoolcraft Rd.

                          Redford, MI 48239   

                        10:00AM to 4:00PM

June 30th    Senior Educational Program

                       American House-

               Regent Street Assisted Living

                     4460 Orchard Lake Road

                West Bloomfield, MI 48323

                              2:00 set-up

                            3:00 Show

July 27th     Senior Educational Show

              American House- Stone Building

                       3741 S. Adams Rd.

                 Rochester Hills, MI 48309

                      12:30PM Set-up

                       1:30PM Show

July 31st      Senior Educational Show

                    Oakmont Sterling

                     41155 Pond View Dr.

                  Sterling Heights, MI 48314

                     1:00PM Set-up

                     2:00PM Show

Aug 10th   Pet Emporium Pet Fest

Aug 11th  Washtenaw County Fairgrounds

               5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.

                  Ann Arbor, MI 48103

             No Set-up times at this time

          Runs 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Both Days

                  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival

Aug 16th            Noon to 8PM

Aug 17th            10AM to 8 PM

Aug 18th            11 AM to 6PM

          More details will be posted

           as they become available

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***  

Sept 7th  Society of Canary and Finch
                              Breeders

                              Bird Fair

                   $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM

                     Livonia Elks Lodge #2246

                       31117 Plymouth Rd.

                         Livonia, MI 48150
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***
Sept 14th                   Highland Hey Days

Sept 15th         2013 Fall Family Festival

               11:00 AM to 5:00 PM on Saturday

               11:00 AM to 4:00 PM on Sunday

       Livingston Road in Downtown Highland

We will be arriving around 9:00 AM on Saturday to set-up and Tearing down on Sunday after the fair. (Show times are just estimates from last year.)

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***

Sept 20th            Senior Show

                      Stonegate Health

                     2525 Demille Blvd.

                     Lapeer, MI 48446

                      12:00PM Set-up

                       1:00PM Show
Oct. 26th            Guardians for Animals

Oct. 27th                 Pet Expo

            More information will be following

 Our monthly meeting will have to be moved 

        to the 20th of October for this event.

PET EXPO
Nov.15th              11am to 8pm

Nov.16th              10am to 8pm

Nov.17th              11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 14th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

      *****2014*****

Yes we truly have booked a show for 2014
April 22nd    Library Educational Show

    2014         Novi Public Library

                45255 W. 10 Mile Road

                     Novi, MI 48375

                      6:00 PM set-up

                      7:00PM Show
****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  
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BIRD SHOWS
Through out the year we contract shows and outdoor events.  Educational senior shows are at different independent and assisted living homes and nursing homes.  Educational shows are at schools and libraries. These are one day events and normally take about three hours.  Outdoor and indoor fairs can be two to three day events that last up to ten hours in a day.  If the event is outdoors we set up a pop-up canopy with screened in sides.

We want to invite all of our new members to consider joining us at these fund raising venues.  If you’re not sure about bringing your own bird that’s OK we always need help even if it’s only for a few hours.  If you have never done one of our educational shows they are a lot of fun and are very well received. Come and join us for a good time.
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BAG-IT-BINGO
Next month is “Bag-it-Bingo” month and “Bag-it-Bingo” is a blast.  For those of you who haven’t experienced this event it’s easy; just bring an inexpensive gift wrapped in a paper bag (like something from a dollar store or a re-gifted item).  We then play Bingo for the wrapped gifts, but you can’t open them yet.  After all the bags and gifts have been picked bingo winners get to start “stealing” gifts from other winners, When this ends we open our surprises at the same time, some of them will be very nice and some of them turn out to be zonks. Which one will you get?  Be sure to join us for a great time.
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RESCUE UPDATE
We had several successful adoptions this past month.  Two African Grays; Kelly & Casey, Buddy a Green Cheeked Conure, A covey of Canaries and two Senegal parrots.


We’re looking for foster help; any of our members that would be willing to become a foster home please let us know.  We need foster parents that would be willing to foster small bird, Budgies, Cockatiels, Love Birds, etc.  We also need foster homes for medium to larger size parrots also.  Please contact Dave, Tammy or Steve at a meeting to let us know you’re willing to help.
We here at Bird Droppings want to thank all of the members of our club for supporting our rescue.  It is your participation in the monthly meeting raffles, our annual bird fair and all the adoption events that allows us to fund the rescue.  Thank you one and all without your help and participation we couldn’t do it.
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Getting the skinny on Fatty Liver Disease

She doted on her Cockatoo giving it everything a bird could want or for that matter desire.  She paid no attention to the lime green droppings or the fact her Cockatoo wanted to sleep more than usual.  Until that morning when she woke up to find her beloved companion dead on the bottom of it’s cage.  A necropsy revealed it had died of Fatty Liver Disease.  Although the bird was only six years old it had succumbed to a short life of a poor diet of Sunflower, Safflower seeds, Peanuts and other fatty foods.
What exactly is Fatty Liver Disease?  To put it simply it is when a bird receives a diet so high in fat the liver is simply overwhelmed and can no longer function as it should.  Some of the symptoms are bright green droppings, rapid overgrowing and softening of the top beak, lethargy and plain obesity.  Sometimes a bird shows no symptoms at all but is just an apparent healthy overweight bird.  If caught in time it can be reversed by being seen by a certified avian vet.  A vet can prescribe the proper treatment.  Birds that need to be watched are susceptible to this disease are Amazons, Cockatoos, African Grays and Cockatiels.  A diet of pellets, fresh veggies and some seed used only as a treat can help your bird lead a long and healthy life.    
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:
CRAIG PERDUE                               JULY 6

ALEXANDRA PATTON                   JULY 8

DON BOUGENOY                            JULY 10

PATRICIA FULLERTON                 JULY 13

HUSTON BOUGENOY                    JULY  14

HENRY JEDRZEJEK

JULY 16

CHERYL HITTER                             JULY 18

BEVERLY SHOLAR


JULY 18

SUSAN GOODEN


JULY 19

PAULA PASEK                                 JULY 19

GABRIELLE GOODEN

JULY 20

NICHOLAS MARKEY                    JULY 20

BARBARA SWANTNER

JULY 24

SUSAN DIXON                                 JULY 30
EDWARD PROSZKOWSKI

JULY 31
PATRICIA WATSON

JULY 31
  Avast ye Mates
[image: image39.jpg][



CAPTAINS   CORNER

Well I just found out that I can’t go to the bird fair and I am not happy.  It does say bird fair does it not and that should mean it is for birds.  Oh no it is for humans and we the feathered members have to sit this one out, the nerve.  They say it is for our safety, to keep us from being birdnapped but I think there is more to this than that. I believe that they are keeping things from us again and that they want all the good stuff for themselves.  Pookie and I are going to get to the bottom of this because it is just not fair.  Why should they enjoy themselves without us especially at an event that is labeled bird fair?  Do you see human anywhere in the title?  Well do you?  I didn’t think so.  Also what do they do at this event that we can’t go?  I’ll bet they embarrass us to the point that we would deny knowledge of exactly who they are.  Even worse they may of all things (GASP) dance, oh the horror.  I have seen my pet human dance and it aint pretty!  Maybe is good we don’t get to go to this one.  Nah, Pookie and I think there is more to this than meets the eye and we will get to the bottom of this so keep an eye out for our findings!!!

                                            Cheers

                                      Captain Morgan
WITHOUT
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                   WARNING!
I was asked to put this in our news letter from the distraught owners of a Timneh African Gray, here is their story.  It was midday and they had gone to the family room at the back of the house and opened the cages to both their birds a 7 year old Timneh Gray and a Blue Front Amazon.  The Amazon climbed to his favorite spot on the top of his cage the Gray flew over to his playstand in front of the window wall.  The window wall was his favorite place to be and watch the outside birds as they came and went.  That day they both went to their perspective places and all were happy.  Suddenly there was a crash at the window wall and this sent the Gray on an erratic panicked flight down the hall into the living room (something he never did on his own).  As they watched him fly past them it was seconds later when they heard the sickening thud from the living room.  They rushed into the living room and found him behind the loveseat with his head at a very unnatural angle.  As he was picked up from the floor they knew he was gone but what had caused this?  It was a cat; he saw the bird and made a bee-line for him crashing into the glass as he jumped to get the bird.  This startled the bird causing him to do something he had never done before, fly into the living room and straight into the large oval mirror.  This was also the first time something like this had ever happened in seven years.  He was trying to get away from the cat, (which was never see or heard from again) and did something he had never done before.  They were both heartbroken and took the Amazon for a wing clipping the next day.  They asked me to put this in our newsletter as a warning that what one thinks can never happen to them, can and will, usually without warning.  
                                                 Dave
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Consider these factors before you
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purchase a bird

By Don J. Harris,DVM

Purchasing a new bird is an act that requires much forethought and planning. Some potential bird owners research a new car purchase with far more diligence than they do a new pet. But, because some parrots live as long as 50-60+ years, impulse buying may have repercussions that last for decades—much longer than a new car.

Here are a few aspects to consider when purchasing a bird.

Does this particular bird fit your lifestyle?

Does the species enjoy a busy and noisy environment with a lot of people interacting, or would it do better in a quieter more isolated environment? If it is a large species, is there enough space in your home for a large cage?

How much time can you devote to a pet?

Does the species demand a lot of care and attention? Is it a “high maintenance” species that needs a lot of one-on-one interaction, or is it happy to be left alone for periods of time?

Does this bird have the pet characteristics you want?

If it is important to you that your bird talks, choose a

species with high speaking ability, such as an African Grey, Amazon or Mynah. If cleanliness is important, check out a smaller species. If intelligence is important, you can’t beat an African Grey.

What is the average life span of this species?

Life spans range from 10-60+ years, depending on the species. Do you want a bird that may outlive you?

Where are you purchasing your new bird?

Was it bred locally? Is the breeder available for questioning? Is the dealer in a fixed location where you can locate him or her should you need follow-up advice or if a problem arises?

Is there a guarantee?

Be suspicious of anyone who doesn’t offer some assurance of the bird’s health.

What are the nutritional needs of this species?

Certain species of birds have special nutritional needs. Can you meet them?

What kind of diet is the bird currently eating?

Is the bird already eating a balanced diet or will it

need to be converted to a new more nutritious one?

Older birds on seed diets can be difficult to convert, but may encounter health problems if not switched.

Is the bird healthy?

There is no way to answer this without a complete post-purchase veterinary exam. Schedule an exam with your avian veterinarian immediately after purchasing your new bird. Don’t wait.

Is your home ready for your new bird?

Is the caging suitable? Is it situated in the correct location in the home? Are the perches arranged correctly? Are there toxic plants or substances harmful to birds in the household that may need to be removed? If your new bird is joining other birds in your family, do you have a plan on how to quarantine the new bird until you have a post-purchase veterinary exam?
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem®
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment
DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060
http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*




    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489
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	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

zoomed.com


Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road
Milford, MI 48380
248-684-0468
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS


Tony & Edie Riojas


4593 Howell Rd, Otter Lake, MI 48464

1-810-793-2093

bitemebirdtoys.com
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		    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •

 Square or Rectangle cuts

PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 

White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size

248.438.6572

               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com

Visit us on 

Facebook and Blogger!

                             little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,

l I i3
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®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011

Premium Nutritional Products
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Veterinary Care Specialists


205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”







Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 



Amazons, and others.



Cages and Food at reasonable prices.







Contact Kaylee at 734-301-0486







www.kayleesparrotplace.com
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An easy and hea[thy alternative
to messy newspaper!

LL e M n Marty & Angie Crawford

248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com







Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” + Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available ¢ Priced for 100 sheets
White cover weight paper * Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
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