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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

March 24th –- Fourth Sunday
April 28th ------– Fourth Sunday
May 19th-------- Third Sunday
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:

President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary– Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email – basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 

Mary Perva- 517-618-7008
            Stan Johnson 248-746-0520
            Email – mmisterjay@comcast.net

Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187

Email- bigduke@comcast.net
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff Livonia, MI 48150 or email to splafchan@twmi.rr.com.
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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CLUB WELFARE

. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one.
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From
the prez:
Well it seems that spring will never get here and Ole Man Winter just doesn’t want to give in just yet. Well it is March and spring will soon be here but change is in the air and there is a change in our fair date and venue.

It seems that there are not one but two huge fairs (one is three days); that are on the date we were forced to pick so with the number of vendors not coming in that would cover our expenses we are forced to move to June 23 at the VFW Post 345. We will need everyone’s help to pull this off and yes we are going back to Sunday.  We traditionally get more people through the door on a Sunday fair than a Saturday fair but the city that the school was in closed all their public buildings on Sundays and that forced us to change to Saturdays.  After talking to the vendors not only did they like a June fair but they also liked Sundays much better so this is something we have to do.  Moving the fair out of the pack of spring fairs seemed only logical and so here we go.  This is a monumental move for us and I will miss the size of the gym but this is something we must do.  I would like to thank Lance for his tireless work he did securing the gym and getting us everything we needed for the fair he is one the Angels of this Club and I stand and applaud him for everything he has done Thank You my friend.  Now we must work like fiends to get the word out there and make this fair the best it can be.  Nothing will change helping the vendors in and out, and still being one friendly club to everyone who come through the door.  I know we can do this when we work together we can move mountains so let us move one now and show everyone why I say YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!! (YOU KNOW YOU DO)!
                                        Until Next Time

                                             Your Prez

                                               Dave 
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  Voice of the 

   Veep 


Last month was a very busy month for our club; this is unusual because traditionally February is one of our slower months.  Besides our meeting and five rescue runs we staged four educational shows at senior centers.  By far the most impressive show staged was in Frakenmuth, MI at Independence Village of Frakenmuth.  They heard about us from an activities directors meeting and contacted us to ask if we would travel that far.  Our answer was of course we would and we received a great reception for our effort.  Not only was there a large audience of residents the word about our show spread through the village as we were staging our program.  The activities director called Tammy the next day and told her everybody was talking about our show and asking her to bring us back again.  The residents that missed the show were disappointed and were asking her to have us back, so needless to say I’m sure we will be returning for another show soon.


We are having issues with the date of our bird fair; it seems that we have inadvertently booked our fair on the same date as a three day fair in Indiana and another fair in Kentucky.  This means that many of our regular vendors are committed to the larger fairs and won’t be able to be at ours.  We are canceling the fair on April 6th and are looking into booking the VFW Post 345 hall on Sunday June 23rd.  Why June 23rd you may ask, because this is the fourth Sunday and would be the day of our meeting?  This is the only date that the hall has available so if we book it we’ll have to move our meeting. This problem occurred mainly because of Bird Talk being discontinued.  We have always relied on many months of advance notice of all fairs around the country but now there is no longer a common venue for all of us bird lovers to access. 


The most difficult problem that is associated with a change of venue and date is getting to word out.  This is going to be where we really need everyone’s help, passing out flyers and asking places to post a flyer for us.  The first year of the change will be the most challenging but I’m sure we can do this.


Please feel free to call me for the latest updates and information or if you’re not sure about something (Steve 734-513-0030).  

                                        Your VP

                                   Steve
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  Rescue Update
Last month we successfully found new homes for one Cockatiel, a Sun Conure, a Green Cheek Conure and a Goffin Cockatoo.
 All of these birds went to their new homes with cages, toys, water bottles, and pellets.  We were able to accomplish this because of the wonderful generosity of the members of this club.   Your donations of supplies brought to the meetings and especially your participation in the monthly club raffles has allowed the rescue to send our adoptees to their new homes fully prepared.  Thank you one and all.  You should all be very proud of yourselves for this; our rescue couldn’t do this without you.
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                                    OUT AND ABOUT WITH POOKIE


Foraging, we all know that foraging is simulative and beneficial for our companion humans.  The activity promoted by having them forage keeps humans healthy while stimulating their senses and minds.  Pine nut and almond shells scattered about on the floor will increase jumping and hopping by your human when they step on them in their bare feet.  A large glob of poop placed on a shoulder while sitting in a chair or lying upon a sofa causes a human to jump up while wriggling and writhing to remove your present. However I digress, we as parrots know all of these things, and the true challenge is having our companion humans to perform reciprocating actions for us.


After many years of training and not so subtle hints we think Steve has finally figured it out. I say this because lately he has been delivering to all of us some of the most awesome foraging toys we have ever seen.  I know this is difficult to believe but most often the simplest is the best. Paper bags; there is probably nothing that is more fun than a paper bag.  A quarter bushel brown paper bag that you receive from a grocery store provides hours of entertainment and stimulation for an active parrot.  We hide inside the bag, roll around in the bag, climb on top of the bag and chew the bag into little itty bitty pieces.  We have hours of fun and Steve attains much needed stimulus trying to find and clean up all the little pieces.  There are also the smaller bags he has brought home for us.  These can be described and identified as a number six or number eight bag; these can be tossed, chewed and rolled around with.  If we’re alert we’ve discovered Steve usually brings these bags home for us with French fries or tacos inside of them.  Let me tell you a small paper sack with paper wrapped tacos inside of it is a foraging parrots dream.


JB, Sparky, Calvin and I have learned to keep a keen eye open for when Steve brings home one of these foraging toys for us.  He sits down in front of the television and places the toy on the floor next to the chair he’s in. I spring into action; my duty is to distract Steve by demanding attention and / or biting at his toes.  JB, Calvin and Sparky then move in on the bag of tacos.  JB snatches the bag from the bottom and runs off with it, this causes the paper wrapped tacos to spill on the floor.  Sparky snatches a taco, Calvin snatches a taco, I swiftly snatch a taco and JB snatches a taco.  Steve then starts chasing us around trying to rescue his tacos.  He then relents and allows us to share at least one taco treat; this results in Steve receiving simulative foraging activity.  Best of all we have foraged for a tasty taco treat. 

                        Until next month

                      Chirps and Squawks

                                Pookie
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!!!!!ALERT!!!!!

Our annual bird fair that was scheduled for April 6th has been canceled!  We were forced to cancel because we inadvertently booked our fair on the same date of a three day fair in Indiana and a two day fair in Kentucky.  All the vendors that would normally be at our fair are attending the larger fairs.

After talking with many of our vendors we are taking their suggestions and re-scheduling our fair on June 23rd.  Everyone we talked to suggested a June date because of a lack of any fairs during this time period.

The Romulus high school gym is not available at this time and it is not air conditioned either so we are moving to a different location.  We have booked the VFW Post 345 hall located at 27345 Schoolcraft Rd. Redford, MI 48239.  This is on the south side of I-96 (Jefferies Freeway) just east of Inkster Rd.
!!!!!ALERT!!!!!
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  CAPTAINS CORNER

Avast ye Mates                              
[image: image26.png]W




OK, I have tried everything but it’s no use I still have to put up with my pet human and that thing they call a hat.  Grant you it is cold outside but really a line has to drawn somewhere and I think it should be done here and now!  I realize that it was after all a Christmas present but it should go with the ugly sweater the great Aunt Millie sent you in the back of the closet.  What really sends me into spasms is the fact he went out and bought two more just like it one in a different color, one the same.  Has my pet human lost his mind?  To make matters worse people are actually saying they like it or cool hat one person wanted to know where he got it, seriously!  I know I went on a rant about this last time but it has not stopped him.  I think he is doing this just to spite me.  So I asked Pookie if her pet human did anything crazy or weird and she told me he likes to chase boats really big boats on the Detroit River.  I asked her if he ever caught one and she told me he never brings one home so she doesn’t think so.  Weird hats, chasing boats and wearing shirts that one has to read plastered on their bodies I just don’t get humans not at all not one bit.  I do have a plan though to make his hat sleep with the fishes but it will have to wait until spring when he doesn’t wear it anymore.  He will misplace it misplace them all and I will be once again to hold my head up high without any more embarrassment.  Just wait till spring that hat is good as gone HEHEHEHE!!!!!!!

                                                  Cheers

                                         Captain Morgan
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Club Shirts
  We are trying to get another order together for club shirts, so that we have them for the Bird Fair.  Tammy will be taking orders at the meeting, so they can be available for pick-up at the April meeting.  Anyone who would like a shirt and can’t make the meeting, please contact Dave and Tammy 734-422-5981, with the size and color.  The logo looks good on gray, beige and lighter colors.  The embroidery charge is $10.00 plus the cost of the shirt; if you prefer to bring your own shirt that’s fine, just pin a piece of paper to it with your name on it so we know who it belongs to. The price for S-M-L-XL was $13.00 and anything above the XL was $16.00, we try to get the T-Shirts on sale.
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TALES OF BUSTER BROWN
 
I have wood floors and numerous rugs in my house. I bought a new rug (Because Buster had destroyed one).  I replaced the rug in the living-room with the one in the kitchen.  Buster got so upset that he fell off his perch when I unrolled the rug in the living room.  I guess what is not distressful to me could be distressful to Buster.  The interesting thing is that he avoids all rugs in pursuit of his toys on the other side of the rug.  At least, he no longer eats the rugs!   I would like to know what is so fascinating about rugs?  Rugs are so fascinating to my parrot, maybe I will never know.
Also, I would like to know what is the fascination with zippers and buttons?????? One night I was so tired that I fell asleep in my chair.  Buster climbed up on a winter night and chewed up all the buttons on my PJ’s.   I woke up because I was cold.  I woke up and discovered Buster had removed all the buttons from my pajamas so I put an afghan on my chest, and went back to sleep.
Now I have an old piece of clothing that has buttons on the floor for Buster to chew on.  I call it the   “baby sitter”.    My family has given me so many old things that Buster has about six months of “baby sitter” clothing at the house for him.
                                               Linda Brown
                      BITS from BABY
[image: image29.jpg]



HEY PILGRIMS I FINALLY MADE IT TO THE MEETING!! This is Baby your roving reporter back at last. I was so excited that I couldn't control myself and stay on Duke’s shoulder for the whole meeting. Hope I can relax for the meeting in March.
There were fifty-four people and thirty Birds in attendance. Fifty Feathered members and four guests of which one joined our flock, bring our membership to over two hundred. The feathered members were as follows, six Macaws, with The African Grays and Cockatoos tied with five plus fourteen other types of Parrots. 
March is a slow month, only 1 bird fair on the 9th in Livonia and 1 bird program on the 22nd in Waterford. Rest up while you can gang, because next month is going to be a little busier.
God bless, till I see you all in March,
 

                            Till next month, 
                           your friend Baby

 >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:

MARK MAKLENBURG                    APR. 2

JEFF HENRY



APR. 4

MATT DAVIS


APR. 6

MELISSA NUNN


APR. 8

PATTI POLZIN


APR. 8

JELENA FONTANA


APR. 9

McKENNA LYNCH


APR. 13

ASHLEY IWANICKI                      APR. 17

MARIE KEEHL


APR. 17

ROSEMARY MEDVE

APR. 17

CHERISH BOUGENOY

APR. 20

TAMMY CAROL


APR. 20

CHRISTY BEAN                              APR. 22

ALISON SAUVE


APR. 24

MARK GREENWOOD

APR. 25

CARINNE KORANY


APR. 27

KAREN GERMANO


APR. 28

 





                                        



There was a strange wind blowing, blowing toward the Rangers and on it was a voice that called out to them to go to Wyandotte.  Well the Rangers are not hearing voices well, not any that have anything important to say, maybe someday but this is a whole different area we won’t go to.  Anyway, they received the call and they were off.  Now Ranger Dave had been there before with Rangerette Tammy but they had to leave one behind and it broke their hearts but that’s how it goes sometimes thinking about the one left behind.
The one left behind was a pitiful Blue and Gold Macaw whose eyes begged you to get her out of there and out from underneath this cover that kept her in the dark forever.  Finally the call came in and they were ready to give her up to the Rangers, a year after the other two were turned in.  When they arrived this poor bird was still living in the dark and seemed more than ready to find a new life somewhere anywhere but there.  She readily went into the carrier and was already anticipating a life out of the darkness and into the light.  The cage was adequate but not nearly enough for a regal Blue and Gold she deserved better.  So with bird and cage in the Rescue Mobile they were off to give her the life she longed for and so richly had coming.  Now it would not be long before, though tattered and rough around the edges, she would find her new home and blossom into the bird that was always inside trying to get out. She would find and revel in her newfound birdness and her new Parrot Parents would want nothing more. (It is OK to either let out a heavy sigh or cheers which ever moves you.)
 Another happy ending but it doesn’t mean that their job is over, no sir there are other birds like Mariah that need the assistance of the Rangers so they stand ready to answer the call.  Where ever they are needed (well almost where ever) they will go for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!!!

Stay tuned for our next nail biting adventure, Nobody’s Baby in Warren. 
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Rambling with Rambo

Hi Gang:

Here is an interesting thought.  Are we a gang, a group, a flock, or just a bunch of friends?  Well let’s get to this month’s story.

Every Saturday, Michael and I listen to this radio program.  It’s a Canadian program; stories, songs, and general fun stuff.  Well, this week it was about the relationship between a man and his cat; and their life together.  After the program ended, I thought that story applies to every one of us feathered people owners.  So here is my story:  it started 20 years ago.

I was introduced to Michael quite by chance.  I was a juvenile, just out of baby hood.  I was presented to this strange, funny looking, crazy guy.  At this time, he had this little girl with him.  She was eight years old.  I was delivered as a present to Daddy and Mommy.  I had been acquired by Mommy’s son.  He was home on leave from the Marines.   My new home was setup the night before.  Before being let out of my travel box, I heard these other birds making a racket.  One of them was a Sun Conure.  So daddy opens this box.  Here I am a scared, scruffy, little thing.  I thought “oh no.  I’m going to live in this madhouse; crazy people, and loud squawky flock mates.   I’m just a little boy.”  Well, daddy took me out.  He set me on top of my new house.  While he was getting me some food, and water, the first thing I did was jump on the little girl, and bite her.  She let out a scream and started crying.  This is how I earned my name, Rambo.  I was going to show them whose boss around here ME!!!

Well, over time Michael and I got to know each other.  And I got to know my flock mates.  The Sun Conure was ok.  She was a typical woman, always screaming about something, and demanding attention.  She never did mellow with age.  Then there was that Senegal we never did get along.  I guess this was two guys always trying to dominate the other.

About 5 years ago my sister died.  She had a stroke, and after then she was never the same.  Then two years ago, my brother died.  Though we never liked each other he was a good brother.  He taught me to talk.  And, we had that bed time game.  Our people would tell each of us good night.  Then we would tell each other good night, and send kisses.  Every night we did this.  Ya know I miss that. I miss him.

It was just before my brother died, that I made my first trip to the vet.  We all had been healthy.  So we only needed our nails trimmed.  This was the first time Daddy had me out of my cage, and held me.   Actually he had to chase me around to get me in that box.  We both learned something.  We can trust the other.  He didn’t hurt me, and I didn’t hurt him too bad.  I gave him a few bites, but there was no blood.  After my second trip to the vet, we got along better. Daddy didn’t let that vet, or his assistant hurt me. We were both afraid of the other, a little.  Now I knew he would protect me.  A few days later, I let daddy scratch my head.  Hey, that feels good.  Well, after this daddy let me out once in a while.  For the first week only a few minutes, then as time went by, longer.  Now, I’m spoiled to the point I’m always out.  These past couple of months, I want to be with daddy most of the time.  I sit on his shoulder, and we hang out together.  And now I have a good time being with all of you every month.  Whenever daddy is out for the day, I’m very sad.  I stay on my perch and chew it.

So like the story we heard on the radio, our life has been one adventure after another.  Life has thrown some bad times at us.  But, those don’t matter.  We have had many, many more good times together.  I’m glad we met each other all those years ago.  I’m sure Daddy feels the same.  The whole point of the story is this.  Times change and relationships change.  From an uneasy start, to loving each other so much, we’re best friends.

As always, have fun, be good, and remember Macaws Rule.

                                              Rambo

[image: image31.emf]

PEOPLE SAY THE DARNDEST THINGS!

If anyone is old enough to remember the TV show Kids Say the Darnest Things You will remember the premise.  The host would talk to children and ask them questions or field their questions, well it got hysterically unpredictable and very entertaining.  That sort of thing happens to us every now and then when we do an education program at the assisted living places.  This is one of them.

At this particular program sitting in the front row was one very animated lady who was just full of questions.  She asked about the feather color, the life spans, what they ate and what they lived in.  She was enjoying the program immensely when out of left field; way out of left field came her next question.  Are any of these birds edible?  Well I replied I know in Australia the Aborigines do eat Parakeets and Cockatiels but I am not ready to see if any of these guys taste like chicken!  The crowd laughed and then she wanted to know about how many eggs they laid how long it takes for them to hatch.  Her last question left me speechless and I had to let that one go unanswered because we are not THAT educational.  She boldly asked “How do birds do it?”  Well this is a bird program not birds and bees so explaining that would have just made for more questions and gotten very embarrassing.  This is what makes these programs so much fun is the unpredictability that comes with the territory.  So don’t you dare ask me that question, just Google it!!

[image: image32.jpg]


UP COMING EVENTS
March 22nd   Senior Educational Program

                              Inn at Cass Lake

                           900 Cass Lake Rd.

                         Waterford, MI 48328

                             2:00PM Set-up

                             3:00PM Show
April 10th    Senior Educational Program

                         Oakwood Adult Daycare

                           3601 Pelham Rd.

                           Dearborn, MI 48124

                             1:00PM Set-up

                             1:30PM Show
April 14th     Senior Educational Program

                              Inn at Cass Lake

                           900 Cass Lake Rd.

                         Waterford, MI 48328

                             2:00PM Set-up

                             3:00PM Show
April 18th            Earth Day 2013

                          Constitution Hall

                      525 West Allegan Street

                        Lansing, MI 48993

                       8:30AM to 3:30PM

April 19th    Senior Educational Program

                     Canterbury on the Lake

                      5601 Hatchery Road

                    Waterford, MI 48329

                              1:00 set-up

                          2:00 Show

April 21st   Senior Educational Program

                 Waltonwood of Carriage Park

                    2000 Canton Center Rd.

                       Canton, MI 48187

                        2:00 PM Set-up

                        2:30 PM Show

April 27th          Motor City Bird Breeders

                                   Bird Fair

                     $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM

                              Madison Place

                      876 Horace Brown Drive

                   Madison Heights, MI  48071

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***  

June 8th    Meet on Main Pet Adoption Fair

                    Downtown Whitmore Lake

                  Main Street in Whitmore Lake
Runs from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm Rain or Shine

                      Set-up at 11:00 am
       We will be setting up our pop-up
                  In a 10’X 10’ Space

June 23rd         Rainbow Feathers Bird Club

                      14th Annual Bird Fair

                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM

                          VFW Post 345   

                      27345 Schoolcraft Rd.

                          Redford, MI 48239   
Aug 10th   Pet Emporium Pet Fest

Aug 11th  Washtenaw County Fairgrounds

               5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.

                  Ann Arbor, MI 48103

             No Set-up times at this time

          Runs 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Both Days

                  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival

Aug 16th            Noon to 8PM

Aug 17th            10AM to 8 PM

Aug 18th            11 AM to 6PM

          More details will be posted

           as they become available

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***  

Sept 7th  Society of Canary and Finch
                              Breeders

                              Bird Fair

                   $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM

                     Livonia Elks Lodge #2246

                       31117 Plymouth Rd.

                         Livonia, MI 48150
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***
Sept 14th                   Highland Hey Days

Sept 15th         2013 Fall Family Festival 

               11:00 AM to 5:00 PM on Saturday

               11:00 AM to 4:00 PM on Sunday

     Livingston Road in Downtown Highland

We will be arriving around 9:00 AM on Saturday to set-up and Tearing down on Sunday after the fair. (Show times are just estimates from last year.)

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***

Oct. 26th            Guardians for Animals

Oct. 27th                 Pet Expo

            More information will be following

 Our monthly meeting will have to be moved 

        to the 20th of October for this event.

PET EXPO
Nov.15th              11am to 8pm

Nov.16th              10am to 8pm

Nov.17th              11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 14th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

      *****2014*****

Yes we truly have booked a show for 2014
April 22nd    Library Educational Show

    2014         Novi Public Library

                45255 W. 10 Mile Road

                     Novi, MI 48375

                      6:00 PM set-up

                      7:00PM Show
[image: image33.png]


****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE****

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  

How to tell if your bird is                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 sick

By Don J. Harris, DVM

Birds in the wild instinctively hide illness in an attempt to avoid predators that prey on sick or injured birds.  Pet birds are also just as effective in hiding illness as their wild counterparts, and it is up to bird owners to recognize subtle behavioral and physical signs that may indicate their birds are sick.

Behavioral signs may include:

• Sleeping later in the morning than usual

• Sleeping more during the day

• Irritability

• Unusually compliant or passive

• Sitting on the bottom of the cage

• Picking at food and/or not eating at usual times

• Eating less overall

• Vocalizing less

• A change in the voice or hoarseness

• Different breathing pattern

• Making unusual sounds when breathing

Physical signs may include:

• Coughing or sneezing

• Discharge from nostrils (nares)

• Matted eyes

• Eyes are dull and closing excessively

• Matted feathers on the face and head

• Diarrhea

• Black stools

• A change in the white part of the droppings to another color such as red, yellow or green

• Weight loss—can you feel or see the breastbone?

• Unusual swellings, especially around the eyes

• Irregular discoloration of the feathers

• Feathers are “fluffed up”

• Random or generalized loss of feathers

• Scaling or crusting of skin

• Increased temperature of feet or beak 

 
Any of the signs listed above, or any other unusual signs, may indicate your bird is sick. You should take immediate action by making an appointment with your avian veterinarian. Waiting even one day to resolve the problem can jeopardize the long-term outcome of your bird’s health.
     
  Article reproduced with permission
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.
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