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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

FEBRUARY 22nd – FOURTH SUNDAY
MARCH 22nd –       FOURTH SUNDAY
APRIL 26th –        FOURTH SUNDAY

RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:

President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary– Kathe Cote 313-728-2211

Email – 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 

Mary Perva 517-618-7008
            Susan Dixon 248-330-6938
            Email- susanhdixon@ hotmail.com

Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187

Email- bigduke@comcast.net
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to Steve at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia MI 48150 or email to splafchan@twmi.rr.com.
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one.

[image: image16.emf]- 8 -    


Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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OVER THE RAINBOW BRIDGE

Sadly we must report the passing of yet another feathered member of our club.

Chi-Chi a Parrotlett who owned Julie and Jim Kaminski for over eleven years suddenly crossed over the rainbow bridge last month. Chi-Chi will always be remembered for his playful antics and the way he liked to snuggle in their hair and around necks. 
To Chi-Chi we say soar high and free on the far side of the rainbow bridge.  Your time here was too short but will always be treasured.
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Well the January meeting was great so much fun.  Would you join me as we welcome Kathe Cote as our new Club Secretary and we would also like to thank Beverly Sholar for her 2 years of service as our Club Secretary.  Man does time fly it is February already and we have survived our first major dumping of snow 16.7 inches to be exact. I sure there will be more to follow winter isn’t done just yet but we are on the downside of it and that’s a good thing. Also as you might have noticed December, January and February have been devoid of programs and that is because with the winter being so crazy Tammy Steve and I figured it is better to be safe and not schedule in those winter months. After last winter and a healthy dose of snow on Groundhogs Day this year that has been a very good idea.  Fear not though they renew in March so be ready and keep checking the upcoming events.  It looks like another busy year for us and as things come up you can check the dates, places and times in the upcoming events. Remember one important thing the club is you it’s all you, your ideas, participation and anything else the club does all comes from your ideas and support. So as we plunge headlong into this New Year keep doing what you are doing and we will keep going and growing. Remember this as always YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!

                                        Until Next Time

                                        Your Prez 

                                         Dave
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We held our annual elections last month and we re-elected all the officers except the secretary.  I wish to extend my thanks to Beverly Sholar for being our secretary the past two years and congratulations to Kathe Cote upon being elected to the position.


My apologies have to be extended to the African Greys at last month’s meeting.  Due to my laziness JB was the only bird that accompanied me and when the avian attendance was taken the Greys lost by one.  Had Pookie and Sparky come to the meeting as the usually do we would have been leading the pack.


Tammy and I decided not to schedule any shows in January or February this year because of all the cancelations we had to make last year due to the weather.

Speaking of shows Tammy is receiving requests and is now starting to schedule them at an increasing rate.  I will do my best to keep the Upcoming Events page on our website with each and every show that is scheduled the day that the booking is confirmed.  If you are ever interested knowing when the next event or show is go to http://www.rfbirdclub.com then click on the upcoming events tab.  A second option would be to call me at home 734-513-0030 if I’m not home leave a message and I will answer you a soon as I can.  The shows and events are a lot of fun so you should consider joining us.  You don’t have to bring your bird if you don’t want to please consider joining us just to see the delight on the people’s faces.  We can always use help with our birds while the show is being presented.


Well, try to stay warm and dry and I hope the weather cooperates for our meeting this month. 

. 

                         Your Veep

                            Steve
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 Out and About 
     With Pookie
 
Here we are once again in the middle of winter and as regular as clockwork I have been fielding the same questions as last year.  Should I bathe my bird when it’s cold out?  Can I take by bird to the club meeting or outside to the car in this weather?  At the last meeting Steve and I were asked these general questions or variations of them multiple times.


Baths: just because it’s cold outside doesn’t mean you have to postpone personal hygiene.  Most homes are heated with a forced air furnace and in order to prevent dry air they have manually set humidifiers on them. As the outside temperature fluctuates the humidity level in your home should be increased and decreased accordingly.  If the humidity is not maintained properly by your companion human there will be one of two issues.  Firstly (and the worst) the air in your home will be too dry causing dry and itchy skin and disheveled messy feathers.  Showers under these conditions are even more critical because they do more than help keep you clean.  A shower under lukewarm water that soaks your feathers and you down to your skin then being allowed to dry and preen your own feathers is best.  Ask you companion human not to dry you with a towel or a blow dryer, you should dry preen and clean yourself.  This is not only best for your feathers and skin it allows you it enables you to get water and dander all over the place which most companion humans absolutely abhor.  If your human has the humidity set high enough in your home for cold weather there will most likely be ice and frost on the inside of the windows in your humans home.  This condition is better for your feathers and skin but most humans are more concerned about the ice on their windows than your feathers.  This has been a long winded answer to a simple question.  Showers and showering is even more important when it’s cold, besides nobody wants to snuggle with a stinky bird!  


Second question going places in the car when it’s cold.  Never go outside when you are wet or damp.  If your Companion human is going to take you to a club meeting, the vet or anywhere else follow these protocols.  Warm up the car, have you human start the car and allow it to run so it nice and toasty warm inside.  Make sure they wrap your carrier inside a warm blanket so that no drafts can get inside and chill you.  Always have them move quickly from the house to the warmed car as they can minimizing your exposure to the cold.  Following these simple rule will allow you to get out and enjoy yourself during the cold winter months.

                          Chirps and Squawks

                                  Pookie 







     

The call came in and they were off to a place called Birmingham Michigan and in this neighbor -hood the houses were opulent to say the least. Yes the Rangers were surrounded buy million dollar plus homes so they stood out like sore thumbs.  This is where duty called them there they must go.  They arrived at the house and were greeted by the house keeper who said the Madame of the house was not home. The Rangers were puzzled but were not going to argue with a woman with two large dogs by her side.  Just then a young man emerged and told her it was OK and he let them in.  The first thing that greeted them were 5 Brussels Griffon dogs (at $1500 a pop mind you) then it hit them.  Well actually Ranger Steve came face to face with it a large lifelike doll dressed as a butler, it almost made Ranger Steve run for the door.  Then as they came to the humongous kitchen there they both saw one dressed as a French Maid in fact these creepy things were all over the house. Finally they were lead to the Garage that had been converted into a bird area and saw the bird they would be rescuing.  It was a Scarlett Macaw named Winston. Poor Winston had so many toys in his cage he hardly had room enough to turn around but in the room with the birds was more of these “dolls” men dressed in board shorts and women in bikinis. Maybe they were going for a tropical theme here?  Well it came time to wrangle Winston into the carrier and he was not very cooperative.  Running all around the garage under the other bird cages, (yes there were other birds there) really giving the Rangers a run for their money. The nephew quickly disappeared and did not return until all the drama and commotion were over. The nephew made a beeline for Ranger Dave and explained why he had disappeared, he pointed to his T-shirt and said Cashmere $120 dollars and did not want it damaged.  All they got with Winston was a swing with cowbells on it that they were told was his favorite; he hated it and was very frightened by it. So with bird in the carrier the bid a very overdue farewell to this house of the living dolls. Well as things sometimes work out it seems that one half of Winston’s former owners got wind of this rescue and eagerly adopted Winston back into her new home. It was a win-win for everybody around. Winston found his former bird mom and the Rangers got out of the house of the plastic people. So success was theirs but they could not rest, (well yes they could but not for long) for there are others that need their help and they can do it for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!

Be here for our next thrilling adventure A Little Grace in Woodhaven!!!!!
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      Rambling with Rambo 

    Well gang as I write this Paco has not come home with me, yet.  Hopefully, he will be home with me by time you are reading this.  Michael for the most part has Mommy convinced how much I need a big brother.  Michael has really worked on her for some time now.  Daddy has been extra good, doing extra chores, even taking Mommy out to dinner.  Well, at least he is not asking her to let him have a Green Wing Macaw, or a Big Cockatoo.  And I really like those Big ‘Toos.   That would be asking WAY TOO MUCH.

In this weather, I have not been able to get out much.  I did go visit with Paco several times.  Mommy actually went with us once.  She was surprised when she saw how big he is.  When Daddy told her he was a Mini Macaw, she expected a little shrimp like me.    He had to explain that the Chestnut Fronted Macaw (Severe Macaw) is in the same category as me, one of the Red Shoulder Macaws.

She was very surprised when coming into Annette’s house – that is who is fostering him – upon hearing that much bigger voice.  Because there was a stranger there, Annette’s dogs, and other foster birds were going crazy.  This had Paco all riled up.  He is normally a rather quite boy.

While visiting Annette, with Mommy, the Blue Indian Ring Neck, was making a real racket.  I never knew they were so loud.  I never heard one make a peep at any of our shows, or meetings.   

Last month I met some new friends.  Michael joined a second Bird Club.  So now I can go to an extra meeting a month.  That is another chance to get more People Food.  Naturally, everyone there loved me.  Michael showed everyone pictures of all the exploits of Rainbow Feathers over the past year.  People are really amazed how busy we are, and all the things we did last year.  Well naturally.  We are Rainbow Feathers, the Super Stars, of the Avian World.

The first part of the month was very boring.  The last week of January, I had more adventures than I have room to talk about. All I can say is I had fun.  We hope things were fun for you. Talk to you more soon.

Well gang, you can follow more of my, and Michael’s, adventures on his Facebook page.  
 Like always,   Try to Be Good, Have
         Fun, and Remember 
            Macaws Rule.
                 Rambo. 
[image: image22.wmf]Rescue Update
There was one adoption last month a Timneh African Gray named Buddy.  Buddy’s adoption was quite amazing because he was very cantankerous and extremely un-handable.  When he met the owner of his new forever home it was an instant bond. A match made in heaven.

 We are always in need of foster homes especially for smaller birds but be aware that finding homes and people willing to adopt smaller birds is very difficult so a foster offer could be for a long time 

Our thanks go to all our members for your support in the rescue.  It is because of your participation in our monthly raffle and your donations of food, cages, toys and money that we are able to accomplish this awesome feat.  Thank you one and all and please keep up the great work. 
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A REMINDER

Our dues were due by January 31st.  Checks should be made out to RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB. Please pay them at the January meeting or by mail to Tammy Carol at Rainbow Feathers Bird Club, PO Box 1587, Garden City MI  48135.
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. 
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to : 

CINDY GRIFFIN                                MAR. 4

SANDY PROSZKOWSKI                  MAR. 7

DEANNA MCELWEE                       MAR. 9

JACQUELINE THOMAS                   MAR. 10

KEN SHOLAR                                     MAR. 13

BRIAN CHINERY                              MAR. 17

JIM HEFFERNAN                              MAR. 18

RON LANKFORD                               MAR.18

SOPHIA HOLLOW                               MAR. 24

SUSAN ERNST                                   MAR. 25

JEFF KEENE                                       MAR.26

DIANE DAVIS                                   MAR 28   

LANAH HARRIS                               MAR. 29

CAROLYN HEMMJE                        MAR 30
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CLUB T-SHIRTS

Good news!  Tracy Hilka who is Bella Embroidery is now going to make our club shirts.  The price for t-shirts, including our logo embroidered on it, is $10.00 for sm. to Xl and $12.50 for 2xl to 5xl.  These are Gildan brand #8000 50/50 t-shirts, there are lots of colors.

What you do is go to her website. 

 www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb
Then type Gildan in the search box (this will put you on the Gildan page).

Look down the page and find Gildan DryBlend 50/50 T-shirts #8000

Click on the icon and this will open the page with all the colors and sizes.

Choose your size and color(s) and add it to your Cart.

On the cart page there is a place for comments when you place your order, in this box tell Tracy you would like your shirt embroidered with the 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Logo

When she receives your order she will send you a PayPal ® invoice

In a short time you will receive your new club shirt in the mail.


If you don’t have internet access or a PayPal ® account you can contact me, Steve Plafchan and we’ll figure out a solution to get you a shirt.


She has many items available (hats, tote bags, etc.) that she can put our logo on if you wish.  She has given us a catalog full of things you can order, all the prices are retail and she receives a wholesale price so  you will have to talk to her about pricing. (IE prices will be less than what’s listed in the catalog.)
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Made in China
When looking at birds toys recently, my husband noticed that a particular product was “Made in China”.  Upon further investigation, we found other bird toys and products made in China.  You may wonder what inspired me to write this article….it’s because my birds are precious to me, as I’m sure yours are to you.

In the recent past it was reported that the Chinese had exported baby food laced with melamine to make it appear thicker.  Then there was the toothpaste contaminated with a chemical found in antifreeze, the same chemical found in cough syrup that killed people in Panama when it turned up in their cough syrup…and not once, but multiple times, our dog and cat food!...and many more things. The FDA is also on the lookout for vegetable proteins contaminated with melamine – the same chemical that killed over 8,000 American dogs and cats when it was imported from China in pet food and treats.  

There were some 257 refusals alone (of Chinese food products) in April of 2007 because the food was labeled by the FDA as “filthy”.  Most of the time the official term, “filthy,” is used when inspectors smell decomposition or gross contamination of food.  This food could be for either human or animal consumption.  

No country is increasing its food exports faster than China – about 20 percent in the last year alone.  From pesticides, feed additives, heavy metals, coal tar, and other toxins, these are the environmental conditions in China that are poisoning China's people and their human and pet food exports.

So what does this all have to do with pet toys?  Well, we need to know what kind of material they’re made from and especially what kinds of dyes are used if our precious birds are going to chew on them!  Also found on the website  http://www.parrotparrot.com/alerts-toxins/ is a story on toxic material used on bird cages and the heavy metal poisoning that can occur.  Beware of bird cages made in China.  Also, beware if they are lacking a good brand name.  It probably means that they were made in China.

In the future, be sure to look at the tags that come on all bird toys and cages, and please refrain from buying ones that come from China.  A cheap price is not worth the physical and emotional expense of your bird’s health and possible death.

Many of you have other pets besides birds.  You may want to subscribe to “Poisoned Pets: A look inside the pet food industry” to keep up to date with pet/bird food recalls and poisonings at http://www.poisonedpets.com/.  If you remember just a few months ago, there was a nationwide recall by Zupreem® due to dangerous levels of calcium, phosphorus and vitamin D in some of its Fruit Blend pellets.  They actually had two recalls last year.  The other was due to calcium levels being higher than recommended in some of their formulated pellets.  There were also other recalls, one by Magnolia Bird Farm Products who recalled peanuts and seed mixes due to salmonella contamination. The Lafever recall was due to the possibility of bacteria or fungus in one of the grains used in their products. They recommended discontinuing feeding of the affected products. Kaytee recalled Hand Feeding Formula Baby Birds and Hand Feeding Formula Baby Macaw due to high levels of vitamin D and salmonella.  I don’t know about you, but this really concerns me.  I don’t know whether or not any of these cases were due to Chinese vitamins, additives or manufacturing, but you can’t be too careful.  If the Chinese are not concerned about our babies, they surely wouldn’t be concerned about our birds!

                                                      The Bird Mama

                                               Susan Dixon
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UP COMING 
EVENTS

As of

Feb.2nd  2015
March 11th        Senior Show

                        American House

                        39201 Joy Road

                       Westland, MI 48185

                           5:30 PM Set-up

                           6:30 PM Show  


March 14th     Society of Canary and Finch
                                 Breeders

                                 Bird Fair

                     $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM

                      Livonia Elks Lodge #2246

                         31117 Plymouth Rd.

Livonia, MI 48150
 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***
March 24th         Senior Show

                 American House Westland

                   Hunter Senior Living
                      35700 Hunter Ave.

                       Westland, MI 48185

                           1:00 PM Set-up

                           2:00 PM Show

April 15th           Bird Show

                       Arkay Center for

                   Handicapped Adults Taylor 

                      25524 Goddard Rd.

                      Taylor, MI 48180

                      12:00 PM Set-up (noon)

                      1:00 PM Show

April 27th          Senior Show

                     Caretel Inns of Brighton

                       1014 East Grand River 

                       Brighton, MI 48116

                           2:00 Set-up 

                           3:00 Show

May 5th           Educational Show

              AARP Meeting at Wayne County
                          Community College
                         in the Ray Mix Room

                            21000 Northline

                             Taylor, MI 48180

                            11:30 AM   Set-up

                            12:30 PM  Show

May 12th            Senior Show

                        Village Care Center

                       22600 W. Main St.

                      Armada, MI 48005
                          1:00 PM set-up

                          2:00 PM show

June 14th      Rainbow Feathers Bird Club

                      17th Annual Bird Fair

                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM

                          VFW Post 345   

                      27345 Schoolcraft Rd.

                          Redford, MI 48239   

                        10:00AM to 4:00PM

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

  Avast ye Mates                              

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Ah yes a new year and a new font for my title, (ya know I’m still trying to distance myself from Capt Crabbypants).  Anyway, this winter has been much better than last year not as much snow and not as cold.  You see Mother Nature or as she is known to me Stella demoted those pesky groundhogs back to the mailroom after last year’s fiasco when they went haywire with the snow and cold.  They were none too pleased but hey she’s the boss so her word is law but she still has a few tricks up her sleeve.  One of those being a Groundhog Day Snowstorm they called Linus. Yes she rained on their parade or rather snowed just to teach them a lesson and show them that they need a little lesson after last year.  So it snowed big time my pet human snow blowed and shoveled until he looked like a Yeti (Abominable Snowman to all you laypeople).  All the while I stayed nice and warm as I watched him become whiter and whiter.  I found this all quite amusing sipping my hot toddy and reading Parrots Monthly.  Then it hit me NO STUPID HAT!!! Could it be true he was wearing a hat that looked like he stole Ralphies from a Christmas Story.  I was so overjoyed I could have cried no more embarrassment, no more having to hide myself out of shame and no more trying to get rid of the stupid Mohawk Hat, YAY!!  Well that lasted all of two seconds I spied in his OTHER coat in its pocket The Hat, it still lives and I still have to find a way to get rid of it.  Mind you I will get rid of that @#$& *!#*& hat and when I do not even the FBI and CIA combined will find it. You can take that to the bank!!!!

                                                           Cheers

                                           Captain  Morgan
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Bits from Baby
Howdy all my rainbow feathered friends, this is your roving reporter Baby with the latest and greatest club news. 

Well January was our annual election and everyone was re-elected. We had to elect a secretary and Kathe Cote was elected.

We had a total of sixty- five people, fifty- three members and twelve guests, and seven of the guests joined our flock. There were thirty feathered members there as follows, seven Macaws, six African Grays, 4 cockatoos plus thirteen other types of parrots.

As always the food and friendships at the meetings of feathered and non-feathered members/guests is always great. 

I hope to be at the next meeting so I can report first hand on all the fun that goes on there.

 

 
                             Till we meet again,
                             God Bless.

                                         your friend Baby,
 >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< 
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MADE IN CHINA



Attention Kroger and Amazon Shoppers


We have registered our rescue in the KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
 and the AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM.  These programs will donate a portion of the proceeds from registered shoppers to our non-profit rescue every time they purchase something.  We are encouraging everybody who shops at Kroger® and/or Amazon to do so.  Here is what you have to do.

Kroger Shoppers:

 You must have a “Kroger Plus” card.  If you don’t have one, they are available free by asking for one at your neighborhood Kroger store service desk.

You then have to register for the program by going on-line to Kroger.com and create an account or sign onto your account if you have been to this site before.

Once you have an account you click on the “EDIT KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS” tab and select Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue or our club’s NPO number “52206”.  Once you have successfully registered you will see: Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue on the right side of the information page.  When you shop at Kroger your support will also show at the bottom of your cash register receipts.

If you have been using your phone number when shopping at Kroger and don’t know your “Kroger Plus” card number you can call 877-576-7587 to get your card number.

Amazon.com Shoppers:
Instead of going to amazon.com go to smile.amazon.com  this is a mirror website and it will have your shopping history, wish list and all account information.  Under your account tab you will be able to change or select your charity. Select RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB for our rescue to reap the benefits.  Remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com and always use this site for shopping on Amazon for our rescue to receive the donations. 
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SERIOUSLY!!

It seems that there are people out there that love their pets, that is until they get sick and then think that rescues are where they can dump them to get the vet care they need. Here are two such stories.

A man called the rescue looking to turn in his Sun Conure because in his words it has been at the bottom of the cage all puffed up. When I asked if it was sick he said yeah I think so, I then said it needs vet care and he said that’s why I called you.  I explained that we could not take a visibly sick bird into the rescue because of the other rescues that have had vet care and our own personal birds.  He said but I thought you were a rescue? I told him that many rescues will not take in a knowingly sick animal and asked him how long it had been like that he said about three days. I told him again we could not take it in and gave him an avian vet’s number. Don’t know what happened but it didn’t look good for the bird.

A woman call to say she had a Lutino Quaker Parakeet she needed to turn in because it had, in her words, “snot coming out of its nose”.  I told her she needed to get it to a vet and she said “there are vets for birds” I said yes, but she didn’t want to spend the money.  When I told her we could not take a sick bird she told me that was bulls@#% we were a rescue weren’t we. I said yes but to protect the other rescues that have had vet care and our own birds we could not take her bird.  She proceeded to swear at me some more and then hung up on me.

People need to realize rescues are spread pretty thin financially and we are not a dumping ground for sick birds they won’t get the proper vet care for. If you can’t afford the vet care do not get an animal!
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Are you watching your bird’s figure?

By ZuPreem Staff

Obesity is a common condition in companion birds and occurs when they consume more calories than they can expend over an extended period of time.  Lack of flight activity and a diet rich in fatty seeds are common causes of obesity.  Your bird could be obese if its body weight exceeds the normal body weight (within normal variation) for its species by 15 percent or more.

Here’s how to tell if your bird is overweight

Take a minute to perform a quick home exam. Start by noticing your bird’s stance.  A wider than normal stance can be a sign of obesity.  Next, check for a small roll of fat, a “double chin” visible under the beak.  Also, look for small yellow or white fat deposits in the abdomen, along the flanks, inner thighs, upper breast and crop area.  Finally, check for any bald patches where feather tracts may have separated due to fat under the skin.

You can also weigh your bird

To do this at home, use an electronic scale that measures in grams, not ounces, to detect small changes.  Of course, the best way to be sure is to have your pet weighed and examined by your avian veterinarian.

Health risks associated with obesity

Obesity increases your bird’s risk of developing many serious diseases including heart disease, liver disease, fatty tumor formation (lipomas) and respiratory distress during exercise and play.  Obesity is also associated with abnormal feathering, egg binding and infertility.

What you can do

If you suspect your bird may be obese, see your veterinarian for a complete and thorough physical examination as well as advice on how to change your bird’s diet to a healthier one.  Along with more exercise, converting your bird from a seed-based diet to a more nutritionally balanced extruded diet could be the answer.  Remember

that any weight-loss regimen for your bird should be done with your veterinarian’s guidance.
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How does your bird
weigh in?

The following table expresses approximate normal mature body weights for some bird species in terms of both the average weight and a range of acceptable variances (+/-) from the average.

                                                  Average Weight                 Variance

Species                                            (grams)                      (+/- grams)

Scarlet Macaw                              1,001                          151

Blue & Gold Macaw                      1039                           102

Military Macaw                               925                             57

Hyacinth Macaw                           1355                            95

Umbrella Cockatoo                        403                             57

Moluccan Cockatoo                       577                             71

Great Sulfur Crested Cockatoo      843                           147

Citron Cockatoo                             357                             34

Grand Eclectus                              432                             40

African Grey                                   554                             66

Blue-Fronted Amazon                    432                             51

Mexican Red-Headed Amazon      360                             24

Yellow-Naped Amazon                   596                            85

Double Yellow-Headed Amazon     568                            61

Budgerigar                                        30                             *

Lovebird                                           45                              *

Cockatile                                          l 80                            *

Taken from Clinical Avian Medicine and Surge 

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem ®
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

	FASHIONISTA WEAR
Custom Handmade Clothing, Hair and Body  Jewelry

Anything Parrot-ly

Custom Parrot Accessories 

Cage Covers, Shoulder Capes

 or anything else you might think of

Text, Message or Call me and ask

If I can make it I will
                         Lanah Harris

                         1- 734-502-3751             



ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

	BIRDMAMA’S BIRD SITTING

SERVICE
Are you going out of town or on vacation? Do you have a feathered friend that is staying at home? Susan can help you with your problem she will birdie sit your bird(s) at her house.

For more information on rates and care specifics contact by phone or e-mail

Susan Dixon

                       1-248-330-6938

            susanhdixon@hotmail.com   

          


SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetbirdstore.com/
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MONDAY-SATURDAY 93090

17800 E. NINE MILE RD.
EASTPOINTE, MICHIGAN 48021
PHONE: 5967780547
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SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489

                        [image: image13.wmf]
	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
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zoomed.com


Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS


Tony & Edie Riojas


4593 Howell Rd, Otter Lake, MI 48464

1-810-793-2093

bitemebirdtoys.com


NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.


17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076


248-557-7773


ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.


509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170


734-451-2870


SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.


1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170


734-453-6930


Fax:  734-453-7127


M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4


WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL


29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314


586-751-3350


OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP


1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302


248-334-6877


     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES


Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages


1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154


734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/

SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.


13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195


734-248-9122


ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER


24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375


248-348-1788


265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307


248-651-1788


Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day


7 Days a Week


www.theanimalemergencycenter.com


		MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS

Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot


paraphernalia

                         Cheryl Hitter


                          734-422-2804

             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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		    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •

 Square or Rectangle cuts

PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 

White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size

248.438.6572

               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com

Visit us on 

Facebook and Blogger!

                             little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,

l I i3
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®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011

Premium Nutritional Products
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		UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT


zoomed.com





Veterinary Care Specialists


205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”







Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 



Amazons, and others.



Cages and Food at reasonable prices.







Contact Kaylee at 734-301-0486







www.kayleesparrotplace.com
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Marty & Angie Crawford



248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com



little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com



An easy and healthy alternative 
to messy newspaper!











Custom sizes up to 25” x 38”  •  Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available  •  Priced for 100 sheets 



White cover weight paper  •  Fresh clean cage everyday



Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572



littlemancageliners@yahoo.com



Visit us on 
Facebook and Blogger!



little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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