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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

FEBRUARY 24th – FOURTH SUNDAY
MARCH 24th –       FOURTH SUNDAY
APRIL 28th  –        FOURTH SUNDAY

RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:

President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary– Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email – basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 

Mary Perva 517-618-7008
            Stan Johnson 248-746-1520
            Email- mmisterjay@ Comcast.net

Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187

Email- bigduke@comcast.net
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to Steve at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia MI 48150 or email to splafchan@twmi.rr.com.
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one.
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Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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OVER THE RAINBOW BRIDGE

Sadly we must report the passing of yet another feathered member of our club.  Robbie a Congo African Gray who owned Linnea Nicholson-Farris for the last nine years crossed over on January 9, 2013.  Her passing was very sudden and there were no indications she had any health issues at all.  The night before she was alert and active and in the morning when Linnea came home from work she was gone.  Robbie’s passing is a loss to not only Linnea and her family but to all of us who knew her.  Robbie was a frequent visitor at nursing and assisted living homes and warmed the hearts of everyone she visited with.

She will be forever missed and will always be remembered, her passing was way too soon for her age.  To Linnea we offer our prayers and sympathy’s for her loss and to Robbie we wish a fond farewell to the far side of the rainbow bridge.  Fly free and soar high forever; we will all miss you but will never forget you. 
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The Rainbow Bridge

Just this side of heaven is a place called

 Rainbow Bridge.

When and animal dies that has been especially close to someone here, that pet goes to 

Rainbow Bridge.

There are meadows and hills for all our special friends so they can run and play together. There is plenty of food and water and sunshine, and our friends are warm and comfortable.

All of the animals that have been ill and old are restored to health and vigor, those who were hurt or maimed are made whole and strong again, just as we remember  in our dreams of days and times gone bye.  The animals are happy and content, except for one small thing; 

They miss someone very special to them who had to be left behind.  They all run and play together, but the day comes when one suddenly stops and looks into the distance,… 

The bright eyes are intent; the eager body quivers.  suddenly she begins to break away from the group, flying over the green grass,

 her wings carrying her faster and faster YOU ~ 

have just been spotted, and when you and your special friend meet,  you cling together in joyous reunion ~ 

never to be parted again. The sweet sounds of happy tweets play your ears; your hands again 

caress the beloved’s head, and you look once more into the trusting eyes of your pet,

 so long gone from your life but never absent from your heart ~

Then you cross~…the

 Rainbow Bridge together !
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From the prez:

I will be the first to say I got spoiled by last winter with the average temperature around fifty-two degrees on several occasions getting into the sixty’s yeah I got spoiled.  This year it has been a reality check for all of us, a real Michigan winter.  It’s a good thing we are a hardy bunch or we’d all be heading for Florida right about now.

What we are heading for is another busy year and we are already getting reservation forms for many of the events we do during the summer.  Plus we are such a big hit with the American Houses, Independence Villages and other assisted and independent living senior places we have a plethora of programs, (say that fast five times).  This is a good thing because we are a hit, a huge hit with them. They marvel at the colors and different sizes of birds and the fact they are able to see them close up, closer than in a zoo.  It is not all one sided to see their faces as they have an experience they don’t forget.  All you have to have is one experience like I had and you are recharged and ready for the next. It was a gentleman in a wheel chair he looked at all the birds but when I placed Pinkie our Rosy Bourke Parakeet in his hands his face lit up like a 1000 watt bulb.  He just could not stop smiling and you saw his inner nine year old come out.  That kid in all of us that look with wonder at something that amazes us and at the same time gives us a moment we carry with us forever.  I want to see more of those faces and I am more than happy to do the programs for that reason.

I would also like to welcome our new secretary Bev Sholar to the board and thank Marie Kheel for her service as secretary for the last year.  We also have to remember that Bird Fair time is fast approaching so be at the meetings for all the latest updates and sign up if you don’t have a clue what you might want to do that’s Ok we can use you somewhere.  You guys welcome new members monthly and make them feel comfortable and eagerly add them to our flock of birdbrains.  So I hope to see you at the next meeting for fun food updates food and fun, did I mention food and fun, just checking.  Once again YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!!

                                        Until Next Time

                                        Your Prez 

                                         Dave
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First I want to thank everybody for their confidence in me to be re-elected to the position of vice president.  Also I must say “thank you” for allowing me to continue on as the editor of our monthly newsletter.  Even though I was fully prepared to accept banishment for all the misprints and typos that I committed over the past year, I am pleased that all of you had the confidence in me to continue on the job. Please allow me to mention that if you ever notice a typo or mistake in the newsletter let me know.  Beverly Sholar was elected to the position of secretary and Mary Perva was re-elected to the position of trustee.  Thanks need to be extended to Marie Keehl for her time as our secretary last year and the excellent job she did.  “Thank You Marie”


Things at my house are totally out of control and if I didn’t know better I’d say my flock of feathered felons was planning capers against me.  Of course this cannot possibly be true but sometimes it sure seems like they are.  This past month I had the most difficult time trying to eat a pizza I had ordered.  Pookie pooped on my shoulder and while I was cleaning that up Calvin bit my toe.  When I went to sit back down JB was scampering into the kitchen with a slice.  After chasing him around the kitchen then back toward his cage I found him and Calvin under their cage with the pizza slice; well this I took away from them because birds shouldn’t have too much cheese.  I did let all of them have a little bit of pizza crust though.  It seemed a bit strange though because after I finished eating and taking a short nap I found a large amount of pizza crumbs on the first step going down into the basement?  I don’t think I gave them that many crust pieces, but I’m probably mistaken.


The official bird count isn’t in (we’re still waiting on Baby’s report) but if I’m any judge of numbers the African Grays were on top last month.  To all my fellow gray owned members I say “Great Job.”  Keep up the good work and here’s to more good counts in the future.


A quick reminder our dues were due last month so if you haven’t paid yours yet you can pay them this month or send a check to Tammy.

                         Your Veep

                            Steve
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Feathers Needed

Craig Perdue who is one of our club members is asking of everyone a special favor.  He is requesting molted whole feathers and down feathers for a presentation he is giving.  He is going to be giving a talk about birds and feathers to a group of school children in late February after our next meeting and needs feathers.  He is hoping for a good selection of tail, wing, body and down feathers from many different types of parrots.  If you have any feathers and can help Craig out he would appreciate it.
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     With Pookie
 
It is amazing what can be accomplished with coordinated teamwork.  After many years of clandestine raids and forays upon Steve and his salty snacks, we had become quite used to being rebuffed and ignored.  Because of Steve’s increasing resistance to our overtures we decided to regroup and pool our efforts.  One day last month when Steve was out of the house there was a “Gray” team meeting.  JB, Calvin, Sparky and I put our beaks together and formulated a multitude of plans.  Each plan was contingent on what Steve was eating and how alert he was at the time of attack. 


It had been a long and boring day, Steve was out of the house and all of us were locked in our cages like we were common criminals.  He finally returned home and released us from our confinement; Sparky and I went over to JB and Calvin’s cage and the four of us assessed our options.  It didn’t take long; Steve picked up the telephone and made a very interesting call.  “Hello, I’d like to order a pizza for pick-up.”  These words piqued our attention; then we heard “large spicy pepperoni pleaser (a pause) OK I’ll be there to get it.” We now knew what we had to do; it was time to put operation pizza snatch into effect.


When Steve returned home with the pizza we were all in position and ready for our parts in the operation. As with any well planned caper timing and execution are key factors.  Sparky went into the hallway; I sat on Steve’s shoulder. When Steve sat down with the pizza box I pooped on him which caused him to put me down.   JB and Calvin started to harass Steve by nipping at his feet and toes, when Sparky heard the ruckus she started making noise like she was in trouble.  Steve went to see what was wrong, JB climbed up and snatched a slice and tossed it to the floor where Calvin ran off with it.  JB then snatched a second slice and jumped down with it and ran into the kitchen.  Steve saw him and ran to cut JB off.  JB feigned left, dodged right then ran out of the kitchen and tossed the prize on the basement stairs.  When Steve turned the corner JB was sharing the slice Calvin had; Steve promptly relived them of the piece of pizza.  We all returned to our cages and Steve finished his pizza; meanwhile we waited and bided our time.  After Steve was finished he predictably reclined upon the sofa and took a nap.  This was the moment of our victory; JB retrieved the slice on the basement step and all four of us shared the tasty, purloined snack.  This is proof that with teamwork you and your feathered roommates will be able to outsmart your companion human and gain treasures and rewards.  Done correctly your human will never know they have been manipulated.  

                          Chirps and Squawks

                                  Pookie 










Now from the title I can hear some of you laughing but I assure you the Rangers kept their clothes on for this rescue.  Of course if you were thinking THAT well shame on you but on the other hand, oh now stop that.  Back to the adventure!  The Rescue Rangers received the call to pick up a Quaker Parakeet in the burg of Brownstown but this particular Quaker was a little plucked.  That is certainly no problem even the fuzzy guys find good homes so it really doesn’t matter.  So off they went (they had been to Brownstown before so finding the town would not be a problem) they wondered how fuzzy this little bird would be but they were not prepared for this
 They arrived at their destination and springing eagerly from the Rescue Mobile they made their way to the house.  The owner answered the door and took them inside and BAM that’s when they got the full impact of this poor little Quaker.  To say he was a little plucked would have been an understatement of biblical proportions.  This guy was downright naked, in fact he made Pookie look over feathered.  He still had wing, head and tail feathers but the rest of him looked as though he was being prepared for Sunday dinner.  Moved with pity for this poor soul the Rangers lost no time taking him to his foster home.  There he flourished and his true personality came out.  Even though he was naked it didn’t matter because he had inner beauty to spare, he was comical and sweet and this more than made up for his lack of feathers.  Because of this he soon found someone to love him just as he was.  to his new parents he was and is the most beautiful bird on the planet.  So let’s hear it for the baldies they need love to and can be very suave, charming and very good looking (yes I am talking about the birds not Ranger Dave).  So with another happy ending they could contently smile for this now happy soul, but there were others like him in need of their services so they had to stay focused at their never ending task to find all unwanted birds a forever home for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!!!

So stay tuned for our next super adventure This Wind Was Not Called Mariah!
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      Rambling with Rambo 

     Hi gang. 

Well, I just returned from the meeting.  I’m feeling pretty good right now.  I always have a good time with you all.  Wow, all those members we have now.

Not much is happening around here this month.  Well, mommy broke her foot, and Daddy tore up his back.  So she can’t stand around and play with me.  That is ok.  Daddy and I can still hang out together.

With this cold weather, daddy wears this funny orange hat.  I have lots of fun running across my cage to grab it.   I pull it off him and throw it. 

Oh ya, Michael is trying to potty train me.  That bucket scares me.  I am getting the hang of it. While he holds that little plastic dish, I dance across I the top of my cage, until I can’t hold it.

I have learned to not poop on the furniture. 
So what is happening in your corner of the universe?  We all know the world revolves around us birds.

Since not much has been happening with me, I’m having trouble coming up with this month’s column.

So I decided to write a poem.  I call it ‘For the Birds’.

    For the Birds, For the Birds.

Life is For the Birds 

While our people work all day.  We sing, and dance, and play.                                                                                                                                    

    For the Birds, For the Birds.

We never cause any trouble, we sure do like to snuggle.

    For the Birds, For the Birds.

Life is grand for us pampered pets, this is as good as it gets.

    For the Birds, For the Birds.

Show your people you love them, our life is great because of them.

    For the Birds, For the Birds.

So sing it loud, and Sing it proud. 

Life is Grand, for US birds.

     So let’s hear it, For the Birds.
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Well, that is the best I can do for now.  I’ll see you at the meeting.

As always, be good, Have fun, and Remember, Macaws Rule.

                                                      Rambo
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ODDS & ENDS
· Details about the bird fair on April 6th will be worked on at the meeting this month.  Help is needed at the fair.  If you can only spare a couple hours, we can still use you to help those who are working all day.
· Cleanup crew will be rewarded with pizza afterwards.
· Donations of food and toys are always welcome into the rescue.  The members who are fostering will appreciate it.

· [image: image30.wmf]Remember our annual picnic is going to be Sunday August 25th and will be under the large pavilion.  Remember to mark your calendars! 
Introduction and Protest

By

Herbie the Green Cheeked Conure

Let me open by saying that I had a fantastic time at the December meeting!  My Humans Bobby and Joni (with the last names no one can spell or pronounce) brought me out to enjoy the neat goings-on at the monthly meeting.  I never realized that heaven included macaroni and cheese.  When my beak was coated in cheese I don’t think I’ve ever heard my Humans laugh so loudly. BUT!  I must say that I think that there should be a recount.  After my Humans read the last newsletter to me, I think that there was a miscount of birds at the meeting.  I am sure that I saw at least two other Green Cheeked Conures and maybe a third, making four in all.  Even though we are among the quietest of the breed, we still RULE!  I must say that it was quite fun for me to see all of the different types of feathered friends who brought their Humans out to play.  It was really cool to peep and squawk with the rest of my new feathered friends.  I am only just two years old so a lot of this is totally new for me, but I am getting used to seeing the new sights and hearing the new sounds in the world.  I’m still a bit skittish, but if you approach carefully and say hi, I’ll try to refrain from biting.  I’m getting better with new peeps.  I have a little adopted brother too.  His name is Breezy, but my Humans still call him BB Bird.  He is only a year old, but soon he will be making the meetings and learning more about the outside world.

                                                 Peeps to All,

                                                      Herbie
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The Wind-up Bird

Last weekend when we were about to go to the grocery store, Charles stuck Binky, our Caique, inside his jacket, intending to take her along.  I told him that he shouldn’t bring her as animals aren’t allowed in grocery stores.  He said that she’d stay inside his coat and it wouldn’t be a problem.  

So as we were shopping she stuck her head outside of his jacket and whistled and whistled.  You could actually hear her all over the store!  Many people stopped and asked about her.  After we’d been there for about an hour, we finally made it to the check-out line.  As we were standing there, a store employee came up to Charles and said, “You can’t have a bird in the store!”  At which time he made wind up motions on her chest and replied, “Oh, she’s not real.  She’s a wind-up bird!”  The store employee said, “Oh, that’s ok then.”  And walked away!!  Can you believe it???  It’s true!











              Susan Dixon
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Rescue Update

 We had a number of successful adoptions this past month and all of them are because of one member.  Kathe Cote was without a doubt working her connections overtime because she enabled all the adoptions to succeed.  We found new forever homes for Sammie a Congo African Gray and four parakeets.  Thank-You Kathe! Great Job!  As usual all these birds went to their new homes with cages, food and toys.

Our thanks go to all our members for your support in the rescue.  It is because of your participation in our monthly raffle and your donations of food, cages, toys and money that we are able to accomplish this awesome feat.  Thank you one and all and please keep up the great work. 
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. 
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to : 

CINDY GRIFFIN


  MAR. 4

SANDY PROSZKOWSKI

  MAR. 7

JACQUELINE THOMAS                    MAR. 10

KEN SHOLAR                                     MAR. 13

BRIAN CHINERY                              MAR. 17

STAN JOHNSON                                MAR. 17

JIM HEFFERNAN


  MAR. 18

RON LANKFORD                               MAR.18

SUSAN ERNST                                   MAR. 25

JEFF KEENE                                        MAR.26

DIANE DAVIS                                    MAR 28    

LANAH HARRIS


  MAR. 29

CAROLYN  HEMMJE                        MAR 30
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 ** HELP! **
Our annual bird fair is two months away – April 6th, to be exact.  It will once again be held at Romulus High School, just off I-94. We need all hands on deck to help make this one the success our previous fairs have been.
There will be a sign-up sheet at the meeting this month.  Please consider signing up for any time you can assist.  We need help setting up the night before the fair; the morning of the fair assisting vendors to bring in their wares (holding open doors, showing them to their tables, assisting in any way they might ask.)  During the fair at the raffle table, the rescue table, the bake sale table, the club table and afterward to help with the tear down and clean-up.

We are also going to have the bake sale table again, (it’s always a big hit) so all of you wonderful bakers think of your tastiest treats.
Here is a listing of the best sellers from last year’s bake sale.

· Lemon Bars

· Brownies

· Rice Krispy Treats

· Caramel Corn

· Choc. No Bake Cookies
· Choc. Chip Bar Cookies

· Oatmeal Cookies

· Choc. Parrot Lollipops

There will be a sign-up sheet for baker volunteers.  All items need to be home made and wrapped individually.  We can use your help too!
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Tales of Buster Brown
 
I am sitting in front of my computer with Buster on my shoulder.  I thought I would take a quick break from my obsession with angry birds.  I told Buster that I was going to write an article about him and he said “no, no, that is not nice”.    Sorry Buster, I am going to tell tales about you anyway.  I may be crazy, but I really think that Buster has a sense of humor.  Sometimes I even think that he has mastered the art of sarcasm.  Buster knows about twelve animal sounds.  For example, “gobble, gobble a turkey”, “moo, moo a cow”.  However, sometimes he will say “gobble, gobble a dog” and laugh.   He thinks it is funny when it is said wrong.  He will say “I’m a jail-bird” and laugh. After all, his cage seems like prison bars.  He laughs when he imitates the toilet flushing, the microwave, or my coughs and sneezes.  I guess he likes a reaction to his comments.   He will say “help, help get me out of here” and laugh.  Buster will say “cocktails” early in the morning.  I will say “it’s too early” and will laugh and says “I’m so funny”.   He laughs when he throws his stuffed bird off the top of his cage.  He thinks it is funny when I am on the phone and he repeats over and over “Hello” “Ok, bye bye”.  I think that he enjoys when I get distracted when he talks while I am on the phone.  You may not think that he has a sense of humor, but he sure makes me laugh every single day.
                                           Linda Brown
            Club Website

As you know we do have a website and it can be accessed by going to www.rfbirdclub.com.  Celeste Markey is our webmaster and doing a fantastic job.  Last year the web site had an average of almost 4500 hits per month. These are hits from a computer counted only once. Multiple hits from the same computer are counted only once! Our website has also been responsible for many adoptions and rescues over the past year.

 If anyone has a picture or a story that they would like added to the web site send the information and file attachments to Celeste at celeste@rfbirdclub.com.  
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   Club Shirts
We are putting another order together for club shirts, so that we have them for the Bird Fair on April 6th.  Tammy will be taking orders at the February meeting, so they can be available for pick-up at the March meeting.  Members, who would like one and can’t make the meeting, please contact Dave and Tammy 734-422-5981, with the size and color.  The logo looks good on gray, beige and lighter colors.  The embroidery charge is $10.00 plus the cost of the shirt; if you prefer to bring your own shirt that’s fine, just pin a piece of paper to it with your name on it so we know who it belongs to. The price for S-M-L-XL was $13.00 and anything above the XL was $16.00, we try to get the T-Shirts on sale.
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Made in China
When looking at birds toys recently, my husband noticed that a particular product was “Made in China”.  Upon further investigation, we found other bird toys and products made in China.  You may wonder what inspired me to write this article….it’s because my birds are precious to me, as I’m sure yours are to you.

In the recent past it was reported that the Chinese had exported baby food laced with melamine to make it appear thicker.  Then there was the toothpaste contaminated with a chemical found in antifreeze, the same chemical found in cough syrup that killed people in Panama when it turned up in their cough syrup…and not once, but multiple times, our dog and cat food!...and many more things. The FDA is also on the lookout for vegetable proteins contaminated with melamine – the same chemical that killed over 8,000 American dogs and cats when it was imported from China in pet food and treats.  

There were some 257 refusals alone (of Chinese food products) in April of 2007 because the food was labeled by the FDA as “filthy”.  Most of the time the official term, “filthy,” is used when inspectors smell decomposition or gross contamination of food.  This food could be for either human or animal consumption.  

No country is increasing its food exports faster than China – about 20 percent in the last year alone.  From pesticides, feed additives, heavy metals, coal tar, and other toxins, these are the environmental conditions in China that are poisoning China's people and their human and pet food exports.

So what does this all have to do with pet toys?  Well, we need to know what kind of material they’re made from and especially what kinds of dyes are used if our precious birds are going to chew on them!  Also found on the website  http://www.parrotparrot.com/alerts-toxins/ is a story on toxic material used on bird cages and the heavy metal poisoning that can occur.  Beware of bird cages made in China.  Also, beware if they are lacking a good brand name.  It probably means that they were made in China.

In the future, be sure to look at the tags that come on all bird toys and cages, and please refrain from buying ones that come from China.  A cheap price is not worth the physical and emotional expense of your bird’s health and possible death.

Many of you have other pets besides birds.  You may want to subscribe to “Poisoned Pets: A look inside the pet food industry” to keep up to date with pet/bird food recalls and poisonings at http://www.poisonedpets.com/.  If you remember just a few months ago, there was a nationwide recall by Zupreem® due to dangerous levels of calcium, phosphorus and vitamin D in some of its Fruit Blend pellets.  They actually had two recalls last year.  The other was due to calcium levels being higher than recommended in some of their formulated pellets.  There were also other recalls, one by Magnolia Bird Farm Products who recalled peanuts and seed mixes due to salmonella contamination. The Lafever recall was due to the possibility of bacteria or fungus in one of the grains used in their products. They recommended discontinuing feeding of the affected products. Kaytee recalled Hand Feeding Formula Baby Birds and Hand Feeding Formula Baby Macaw due to high levels of vitamin D and salmonella.  I don’t know about you, but this really concerns me.  I don’t know whether or not any of these cases were due to Chinese vitamins, additives or manufacturing, but you can’t be too careful.  If the Chinese are not concerned about our babies, they surely wouldn’t be concerned about our birds!

                                                      The Bird Mama

                                               Susan Dixon
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Upcoming   Events
Feb 22nd    Senior Educational Program
                 Waltonwood at Cherryhill

                      42500 Cherryhill Road

                         Canton, MI 48187

                       1:30 pm Set-up

                       2:30 pm, Show

Feb 26th    Senior Educational Program

                      Independence Village

                        255 Mayer Road

                         Frakenmuth, MI 48734

                         12:00 noon set-up

                         1:00 PM show

               Approx. 1:50 min. drive time

March 9th   Society of Canary and Finch

                                 Breeders

                                 Bird Fair

                     $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM

                      Livonia Elks Lodge #2246

                         31117 Plymouth Rd.

                            Livonia, MI 48150

****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event****

April 6th          Rainbow Feathers Bird Club

                            14th Annual Bird Fair

                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM

                          Romulus High School   

                           9650 S. Wayne Rd.

                        Romulus MI 48174-1551

April 19th    Senior Educational Program

                     Canterbury on the Lake

                      5601 Hatchery Road

                    Waterford, MI 48329

                              1:00 set-up

                          2:00 Show

April 27th          Motor City Bird Breeders

                                   Bird Fair

                     $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM

                              Madison Place

                      876 Horace Brown Drive

                   Madison Heights, MI  48071

****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event****  

Aug 11th   Pet Emporium Pet Fest

Aug 12th  Washtenaw County Fairgrounds

               5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.

                  Ann Arbor, MI 48103

             No Set-up times at this time

          Runs 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Both Days

                  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival

Aug 16th            Noon to 8PM

Aug 17th            10AM to 8 PM

Aug 18th            11 AM to 6PM

          More details will be posted

           as they become available

****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event****  

Sept 7th  Society of Canary and Finch

                              Breeders

                              Bird Fair

                   $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM

                     Livonia Elks Lodge #2246

                       31117 Plymouth Rd.

                         Livonia, MI 48150

****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event****

Sept 14th                   Highland Hey Days

Sept 15th         2013 Fall Family Festival

               11:00 AM to 5:00 PM on Saturday

               11:00 AM to 4:00 PM on Sunday

       Livingston Road in Downtown Highland

We will be arriving around 9:00 AM on Saturday to set-up and Tearing down on Sunday after the fair. (Show times are just estimates from last year.)

*****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

PET EXPO
Nov.15th              11am to 8pm

Nov.16th              10am to 8pm

Nov.17th              11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 14th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  

  Avast ye Mates                              
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CAPTAINS CORNER

Greetings one and all, well from the squawks I have received many of you pet humans have broken the New Year’s resolutions that we made for you.  I am not the least bit surprised after all you can lead a horse to water, and you know the rest.  Well it seems that there is something on my end that has me so embarrassed that I can hardly show my face in public.  It is my pet human and the absolutely ridiculous winter hat he has been wearing.  I received many b-mails after the last meeting about his “Mohawk Hat”.  I mean humans are funny looking enough but why oh why do they have to make themselves look even funnier.  Especially my pet egghead, err, human I mean the fact that his head is used by the airport to guide the planes in on foggy days because of its luster shall we say.   Isn’t bad enough he has to get this “hat” as a Christmas gift and wear it all over the place but he actually likes it.  I mean where has your taste gone and to make matters worse people are actually saying they like it.  The last thing he needs is encouragement to keep wearing this nightmare.  Plus to top it all off he went out and bought two more hats just like it, one is exactly the same while the other is just a different color.  Now I know that many of my feathered buddies have trouble with their pet humans but come on now why embarrass us?   I know that it is in their nature to be silly but why cross that line into insanity.  Many of my buddies have experienced what happens when a flock of humans get together but in the Rainbow Feathers group they tend to take it up several notches.  All we can do is roll our eyes toss our beaks and say why me.  As hard as we have tried we cannot change them and this hat of his is just icing on the cake.  Well maybe I can put on a disguise and no one will know it’s me or I can be embarrassed to the tenth power, oh well we’ll see.

                                                   Cheers 

                                           Captain Morgan

[image: image17.png]


Bits from Baby
Howdy all my bird club friends this Baby you’re not so roving reporter. Duke is still on the mend and we will be missing the programs in February. There are four programs scheduled in February, three before the meeting and one after. We really miss doing them but I hope Duke gets the OK from the Doctor so we will be back in March.  It looks like 2013 is going to be even greater than 2012. Would you believe we even have one booked for 2014 already!

There were a total of sixty-seven people at the January meeting. Fifty–nine were members and eight guests. Four of the guests joint our flock. We had a total of thirty-seven feathered members. The African Grays had ten followed by the Macaws with six and Cockatoos with three, plus eighteen other types of parrots.

Duke was there to take the counts and run the election of officers for 2013.  Election results were as follows; President Dave, Vice-president Steve, Treasurer Tammy, Secretary Beverly, Broad of Trustees Mary Perva. 

 
                             Till we meet again,
                             God Bless.

                                         your friend Baby,
 >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< 
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SOME   PEOPLE…….

I know how everyone likes to read about the crazy things that people have said to us at the many events and over the phone.  It is like those who watch the talent shows like American Idol, The Voice, Americas Got Talent or the X-Factor.  Sure we love to hear those people with incredible singing voices or a mind blowing talent but let’s be honest we love the train wrecks.  You know exactly what I am talking about.  Those people who dress like something from another planet or with rainbow colored hair or those who are so bizarre it makes our jaws drop and they have zero talent.  If they had to sing to eat they would starve and if they have talent you surely couldn’t find it with every detective in the whole world looking for it.  Those are what make things interesting so let’s make things interesting shall we, I thought so.  Without further delay here are some of the phone calls that have come in since the last meeting.  

This woman calls asking advice on her Lovebird.  It has gotten very aggressive and shreds all its paper and carries it back to her cozy hut in its rump feathers.  It has just turned one year old.  I proceeded to tell her it was a girl but she strongly said the breeder said it was a boy based on the color.  I asked what color she said “a broken color green and yellow”.  Oh it’s a pied, no she said a broken color obviously you know nothing about Lovebirds after all you only run a rescue so I doubt you know anything about Lovebirds. I told her no, my wife and I only bred Lovebirds for several years and in 1996 we had the number 7 and 19 Lovebirds on the top bench at the National Bird Show out of about 1500. So no I don’t think that I know Lovebirds at all.

Another call involved a Goffin Cockatoo that had gotten out after they had burned microwave popcorn and opened a window to help get rid of the smell.  The bird flew to the wife hit the screen and ended up in the back yard.  Rather than go out the window wall and get the bird quickly, she did not want to let the dog out so she made the husband go out the front door and around to the backyard.  The neighbor’s dog heard all the commotion and ran to the fence barking scaring the bird causing it to take flight.  Now it got down to 16 degrees that night but they waited until morning to look for it because it was getting dark and the light would be better in the morning.  She called back saying the bird has not been found.

Finally I received a call asking for a well-mannered bird.  I had to ask her again if I had understood her right, a well-mannered bird.  She said yes one that didn’t scream, was not destructive and wasn’t messy.  I told her when she finds one call me I want to see this!

These are just a few of the calls and I am sure there will be more, many more.

 [image: image18.wmf] A REMINDER


We are moving our annual picnic from July to the fourth Sunday in August.  This had to be done because there were no pavilions available to rent in July.  The picnic is also going to be an open house event as well as our annual picnic.  To all of you long time members make a note that we are going to be in the large pavilion again this year.  Everyone should plan on attending its going to be a great day
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Are you watching your bird’s figure?

By ZuPreem Staff

Obesity is a common condition in companion birds and occurs when they consume more calories than they can expend over an extended period of time.  Lack of flight activity and a diet rich in fatty seeds are common causes of obesity.  Your bird could be obese if its body weight exceeds the normal body weight (within normal variation) for its species by 15 percent or more.

Here’s how to tell if your bird is overweight

Take a minute to perform a quick home exam. Start by noticing your bird’s stance.  A wider than normal stance can be a sign of obesity.  Next, check for a small roll of fat, a “double chin” visible under the beak.  Also, look for small yellow or white fat deposits in the abdomen, along the flanks, inner thighs, upper breast and crop area.  Finally, check for any bald patches where feather tracts may have separated due to fat under the skin.

You can also weigh your bird

To do this at home, use an electronic scale that measures in grams, not ounces, to detect small changes.  Of course, the best way to be sure is to have your pet weighed and examined by your avian veterinarian.

Health risks associated with obesity

Obesity increases your bird’s risk of developing many serious diseases including heart disease, liver disease, fatty tumor formation (lipomas) and respiratory distress during exercise and play.  Obesity is also associated with abnormal feathering, egg binding and infertility.

What you can do

If you suspect your bird may be obese, see your veterinarian for a complete and thorough physical examination as well as advice on how to change your bird’s diet to a healthier one.  Along with more exercise, converting your bird from a seed-based diet to a more nutritionally balanced extruded diet could be the answer.  Remember

that any weight-loss regimen for your bird should be done with your veterinarian’s guidance.
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How does your bird
weigh in?

The following table expresses approximate normal mature body weights for some bird species in terms of both the average weight and a range of acceptable variances (+/-) from the average.

                                                  Average Weight                 Variance

Species                                            (grams)                      (+/- grams)

Scarlet Macaw                              1,001                          151

Blue & Gold Macaw                      1039                           102

Military Macaw                               925                             57

Hyacinth Macaw                           1355                            95

Umbrella Cockatoo                        403                             57

Moluccan Cockatoo                       577                             71

Great Sulfur Crested Cockatoo      843                           147

Citron Cockatoo                             357                             34

Grand Eclectus                              432                             40

African Grey                                   554                             66

Blue-Fronted Amazon                    432                             51

Mexican Red-Headed Amazon      360                             24

Yellow-Naped Amazon                   596                            85

Double Yellow-Headed Amazon     568                            61

Budgerigar                                        30                             *

Lovebird                                           45                              *

Cockatile                                          l 80                            *

Taken from Clinical Avian Medicine and Surge 

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem ®
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS

Tony & Edie Riojas

4593 Howell Rd, Otter Lake, MI 48464
1-810-793-2093
bitemebirdtoys.com

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment
DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060
http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-248-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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	    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •
 Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 
White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday
Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572
               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
Visit us on 
Facebook and Blogger!
        little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489
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	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
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MADE IN CHINA
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Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road
Milford, MI 48380
248-684-0468
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”





Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 


Amazons, and others.


Cages and Food at reasonable prices.





Contact Kaylee at 734-301-0486





www.kayleesparrotplace.com
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An easy and hea[thy alternative
to messy newspaper!

LL e M n Marty & Angie Crawford

248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com





Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” + Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available ¢ Priced for 100 sheets
White cover weight paper * Fresh clean cage everyday
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248.438.6572
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,
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®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011

Premium Nutritional Products
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