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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

DECEMBER 22nd   – FOURTH SUNDAY

JANUARY 26th – FOURTH SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 23th – FOURTH SUNDAY

RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


email – sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary – Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email – basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 


Stan Johnson 248-746-0520

Email – mmisterjay@comcast.net
            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net

Mary Perva – 734-207-0489
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.)  A business membership may be required to run an ad multiple times or for a business.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remem-ber to return bird to the owner.

· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days. 

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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Crossing

The Rainbow Bridge

Sadly we must report the passing of two feathered members of our club.   Bobbie a Cockatiel who owned Susan and Charles Dixon crossed last month.  Bobbie was a rescued bird that was about seventeen years old and was Charles’s best buddy.  Rudy a Green Cheek Conure also crossed over due to a traumatic accident.  Rudy owned Annette and Patrick Ballard; his crossing was very sudden and unexpected
Fly high Bobbie and Rudy! Fly free! Over the rainbow bridge you will be so very missed but forever remembered.  To Bobbie and Rudy we dedicate the following verse.
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The Rainbow Bridge

Just this side of heaven is a place called

 Rainbow Bridge.

When and animal dies that has been especially close to someone here, that pet goes to 

Rainbow Bridge.

There are meadows and hills for all our special friends so they can run and play together. There is plenty of food and water and sunshine, and our friends are warm and comfortable.

All of the animals that have been ill and old are restored to health and vigor, those who were hurt or maimed are made whole and strong again, just as we remember  in our dreams of days and times gone bye.  The animals are happy and content, except for one small thing; 

They miss someone very special to them who had to be left behind.  They all run and play together, but the day comes when one suddenly stops and looks into the distance,… 

The bright eyes are intent; the eager body quivers.  suddenly she begins to break away from the group, flying over the green grass,

 her wings carrying her faster and faster YOU ~ 

have just been spotted, and when you and your special friend meet, you cling together in joyous reunion ~ 

never to be parted again. The sweet sounds of happy tweets play your ears; your hands again 

caress the beloved’s head, and you look once more into the trusting eyes of your pet,

 so long gone from your life but never absent from your heart ~

Then you cross~…the

 Rainbow Bridge together!
!!!!!!!!! NEWSLETTER DELIVERY CHANGES!!!!!!!!


Due to our increased costs in printing and delivery of our monthly newsletters we are looking to institute some changes.  What we want to do is start sending our monthly newsletter to all of our members via their e-mail.  The newsletter will be in a Microsoft Word ® format and will be an attachment to an e-mail; it will also be accessible on our web site.  From either of these sources you would be able to print the newsletter or just read it.  This change will enable our rescue to save about $300.00 per month in printing and mailing costs.


Our target for effecting this change is going to be March or April in 2014: however there is a problem, more than half of our members do not have a valid e-mail address on file with Tammy.  We need to have everybody send Tammy or Steve your name and e-mail address so we can update our list of e-mail address prior to instituting this change.  Send your e-mail address to sweettweeters@comcast.net and splafchan@twmi.rr.com  please remember to keep it updated if you change it.


We know there are some members that don’t have a computer or don’t have an e-mail address; we will continue to send all of you your monthly newsletter via snail mail (US Postal Service) but we need to know who you are.  Please make an effort to notify Tammy that you have to have postal delivery of your monthly newsletter.  If you don’t tell us you have to have postal delivery of the newsletter we will assume e-mail is ok.


Veterinary offices and other special recipients will also continue to receive a printed copy of our monthly newsletter.

DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE!
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    All I can say is WOW and that doesn’t even begin to express everything about the pet expo.  It was a great experience and an equally great expo.  We entered into it with a little apprehension seeing how the person who took it over just last year handed it back over to the Suburban Collection Showplace at the last minute.  Well they pulled it together and did a great job.  The crowds were the biggest they have had since 2008; the donations reflected that over 500 dollars, but it was the people running it that made it the fantastic event it was.  We even got on Fox 2 Morning Show for a LIVE interview. Yeah, Steve and I for three minutes on live TV scary thought but it went better than we could have ever hoped for and we made sure Tammy was in the background with Charlie.  What made the Novi Pet Expo the success it was came from the club itself.  We had more than enough help setting up and tearing down and to man the booth but it was the way we handled the crowds that impressed the vendors around us.  We once again took the title of happiest place on earth away from Disney.  Everyone left smiling, laughing and amazed that they got to not only see but get up close and personal with birds they don’t even see in zoos.  Everyone did a stupendous, great, fantastic and stellar job.  We did so well we have already been asked to come back next year and they lowered the price, YAY!  So thanks to the club and I mean everyone in the club even if you could not be there in person your support through the year helps us do these events; so everyone helps support us in our efforts and that is appreciated more than you can know!!  We are now in the Holiday Season and it can be a time of great stress for many but if we truly focus on the true gifts we have around us not just at Christmas but 365 days a year it put things in perspective.  Sometimes the greatest gift cannot be wrapped and placed under the tree they come from the heart such as friendship, laughter and the love of family, the true gifts of not only Christmas but the whole year.  So I hope this season finds you in that place where you are surrounded by these wonderful gifts and you have a Merry Christmas and a joyous, healthy and prosperous New Year. YOU GUYS TRULY ROCK!!!!!!!

                                          Until Next Time

                                           Your Prez Dave
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Voice of   the Veep
It’s hard to believe that another year has passed us by.  This past year was without a doubt the most event filled year we have ever had.  There were about forty educational / senior shows; four multi day shows that totaled ten days and five single day shows.  What I think is most amazing about this is all the help and participation by our members.  A good example of this was the Pet Expo last month, we had more help setting up and tearing down than ever before.  This doesn’t even mention all the members that were at the expo and helped us meet and greet the public.  Everyone keep your eyes on the upcoming events for the next year because if our schedule maintains this pace it will probably be busier with more events than last year.   If you’ve never joined us please plan on attending an event during the next year it’s a lot of fun and I promise you will have a great time.


Remember this month’s meeting is an open house as well as having our Christmas raffle, so please try to bring a dish to share for our pot-luck and a small wrapped gift for the raffle.  All the money from the monthly raffles goes back to the rescue to help us cover vet bills and other costs.

                Merry Christmas to Everyone

                       and a Happy New Year

                                            Your Veep

                                                 Steve 
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[image: image35.emf]Annual elections
The annual elections will be held at our January meeting.  We will be voting on a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Trustee.  Any member in good standing is eligible to fill any one of these offices.  To help you decide who you think would best fill these offices, the following is a brief guide to their duties:
PRESIDENT:  The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club, see that the bylaws are enforced, call such meetings as are needed, and be responsible for the execution of all motions passed by the members.  The President shall also be public relations administrator and liaison between the Club and all other groups.

VICE PRESIDENT:   The Vice President shall assume the President’s responsibilities in the absence or disability of the President, keep constantly informed of Club activities, and shall be responsible for special programs and social events.
SECRETARY:  The Secretary is responsible for minutes at all general membership and board meetings, reads minutes of previous meetings when requested, keeps a file of all minutes, shall provide copies of minutes for each board member upon request, is responsible for all member notices, and is  responsible for all correspondence, both incoming and outgoing.

TREASURER:  The Treasurer collects all dues and records all moneys belonging to the Club, disburses same under the direction of the President, deposits the funds of the Club in the name of the Club in such bank or banks as may be designated by the Executive Committee, and submits a statement of accounts at each meeting.  The books and accounts shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by any member.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for disbursement of moneys for bird bands.

TRUSTEE:  One Trustee is elected each year to serve a three year term.  A person serving as Trustee is ineligible for other elected office.  Duties shall be to serve as coordinators of the Club, assuring a meeting place, acting as assistants to the President, and serve as a grievance committee.  They shall conduct an annual audit of all Club records, Treasurer’s and Secretary’s books, etc.  The Trustees whose terms of office have not expired shall serve as the election committee and shall conduct the annual elections.  The Trustees shall review all absences of officers and shall fill any vacant office by either appointment or special election with the membership.
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A REMINDER

Our dues are due in January.  Checks should be made out to RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB. Please pay them at the January meeting or by mail to Tammy Carol at Rainbow Feathers Bird Club, PO Box 1587, Garden City MI  48135.
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  Bits from Baby
Howdy all my rainbow feathered friends.  All I can say is WWOOWW!!!  2013 was a banner year for our Club.  There were some long trips that I was able to sleep on the way back home but fun.  We did forty programs and ten events this year. That’s going to be a record that will live for some time I think.
In December we have no programs so far only our meeting which is the open house Christmas Party on the 22nd. 
This year’s Novi Pet Expo was greater than ever. The club made two of the news channels (2 and 50). They liked the club so much they have even booked us for 2014 already. Our club members both feathered and non-feathered did us proud and made the show a great success. The guests that came were able to hold many of the birds and have their pictures taken with four or more bird on them, I think the record this year was10-12 birds in one picture with the person. The adults had as much fun as the children did and sometimes even more.  I was there only on Saturday and it was so busy I was tired out and stayed home to rest up Sunday.  
I’d like to thank the entire membership for their help throughout the year for making Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue the greatest Club of all!!! 
 
Till next we meet in January at the Meeting, 

                    your friend Baby,
>< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< 
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CLUB T-SHIRTS

Good news!  Tracy Hilka who is Bella Embroidery is now going to make our club shirts.  The price for t-shirts, including our logo embroidered on it, is $10.00 for sm. to Xl and $12.50 for 2xl to 5xl.  These are Gildan brand #8000 50/50 t-shirts, there are lots of colors.

What you do is go to her website. 

 www.sportswearcollection.com/bellaemb
Then type Gildan in the search box (this will put you on the Gildan page).

Look down the page and find Gildan DryBlend 50/50 T-shirts #8000

Click on the icon and this will open the page with all the colors and sizes.

Choose your size and color(s) and add it to your Cart.

On the cart page there is a place for comments when you place your order, in this box tell Tracy you would like your shirt embroidered with the 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Logo

When she receives your order she will send you a PayPal ® invoice

In a short time you will receive your new club shirt in the mail.


If you don’t have internet access or a PayPal ® account you can contact me, Steve Plafchan and we’ll figure out a solution to get you a shirt.


She has many items available (hats, tote bags, etc.) that she can put our logo on if you wish.  She has given us a catalog full of things you can order, all the prices are retail and she receives a wholesale price so  you will have to talk to her about pricing. (IE prices will be less than what’s listed in the catalog.)
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*RESCUE PROCEDURE*

There is a proper procedure for turning a bird into the rescue and we must do our best to follow it.  Any time a bird is to be surrendered to our rescue Dave, Steve, Tammy or Mary must be contacted first so proper arrangements can be made.  Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue can not take responsibility for any birds that have not followed this procedure.  If you have elected to take in someone’s unwanted bird or if you have been offered a “free” bird please be aware that you will have to assume the full cost of veterinary care yourself.
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:
TOM POKRYFKY                             JAN  9

PAM KNUDSON


JAN. 13

CHARLES DIXON                            JAN. 18

LOVEY QUESNEL


JAN. 27

SARA  SCHUBRING                        JAN. 27

SHAE MARDEN                               JAN. 28
JEAN DEKEYSER                             JAN. 30
SANDRA KEMPSITY

JAN. 31
Rambling with Rambo
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Well, all my fine friends be you feathered or not, that time of year has come again.  Yes its Christmas time again.  It is that time when all us birdies get new toys, and treats.  I need not say all good birdies.  There is no such thing as a bad bird.  There are only humans who don’t understand all the things we do for them.  For example: they don’t appreciate our efforts to refinish Grandma’s antique rocking chair; or when we tell them it’s time to remodel the living room.  That old base board is looking shabby.  They just don’t appreciate us telling them they need a new laptop computer; when we chew off the keys, or scratch up the screen.  Their old one is way outdated.

     The Pet Expo at Novi was great.   We all had a great time.  I was happy to see so many of you there.  The more of you that show up, the more people enjoy seeing our many colors and talents.  We certainly put on a good show for them this time.  Those little humans were so happy to pet and hold us.  Hey get this.  I was nice.  I don’t remember biting anyone.  This time I let some people put their finger up to my face without hurting them. They really wanted to hold me.  Michael still doesn’t trust me with strangers.   I even talked to people this time.  I stayed on my play stand while Daddy setup our stuff; my food cups, his chair, his drink, and put away my travel box.  Hey friends, here is another thing.  I am now WILLINGLY going into my travel box.  I no longer think I’m going to the vet, every time.

Those of you that were not there missed some GREAT food.  Michael said those were the best hot dogs he ever had.  They were even better than that place in Toledo, Tony Packo’s.  I agree. And, those big soft pretzels, yummy.  Yes, I really had a great time.

This time Michael and I stayed after the show to help put away all the tables, signs, and other stuff.  Now that was a lot of work.  But with so many of us there, it went real fast.  We were packed, and out of there in less than 45 minutes.  So friends, even the cleanup was kind of fun.  Naturally, we birds get to stand there and supervise the activity, as we should.

Oh yes, I almost forgot.  It sure was fun telling those children I know when it is bed time. They just look mad when I say “We know when it is bed time. I tell Michael it is my bed time.  Sometimes I want to go to bed early.”  This really gets to those kids.

There is one thing I must point out to some of you. Some of you have been missing our meetings.  This upsets me.  Why?  Because, I miss you, just seeing you there makes me happy.  All of you really are special to me, especially you young people.  I tell everyone how kind, loving, and caring you all are.

I’ve told you before how the girls at the bank always ask about me.  Last time Michael was there they asked if he takes me out in the winter.  I’m sure they did not mean outside in the yard.  Well, they were really impressed when Daddy told them about all our activities; pet fairs, educational events, and other things.  They were also happy to hear how friendly I’m getting.  I have to thank all of you for this.  

Well gang, as always, be good, have fun and remember “Macaws Rule”                                                                                           Your buddy                                                                                   Rambo
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Odds and ends

· Rescue contacts – These are the main contacts for the rescue, and from here we have several foster homes.  Please refer all questions concerning the rescue to the following:
Dave and Tammy Carol

734-422-5981

sweettweeters@comcast.net


Steve Plafchan


734-513-0030



splafchan@twmi.rr.com
· Donation- We received an unexpected donation last month.  It was a $200.00 donation in honor of Wanda Hrobak whom we helped with her birds over the past ten years.  She passed away and one of her wishes was that our rescue be the recipient of donations in her honor. We want to thank Wanda for her thoughtfulness and extend our sympathies to her Daughter and friend for their loss. Thank You!
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Out and About with Pookie

As many of you know (or may not know) last month was the Family Pet Expo in Novi, MI and we were one of the star groups in attendance.  All of the feathered members of our club stood tall and wowed the people in attendance.  We were also on the local television morning show for a lengthy interview Saturday morning.  If you are interested in viewing a portion of this interview go to the Facebook® page of the “Novi Pet Expo” and scroll down.  You will see a picture of Captain Morgan (B&G Macaw) and his companion human Dave; clicking on the picture it will take you to a short video.

We were very successful about conveying the message of adoption as a viable option for anyone with a desire to have a companion parrot and showing how awesome rescued parrots can be.  There were some uphill battles that were incurred during the expo however; there was another person that was spreading many false rumors about parrots while he staged his show.  Some of the things that were said that we had to dispute and dispel were;

To get a parrot to bond with you, they must be raised as a hand fed baby.

Parrots don’t like to hang upside down or lay on their backs.

Rescued parrots don’t make good companions.

Always wear gloves when holding a parrot to prevent injury.

A parrot can never be trained to be trusted not to bite.

These are just a few of the false statements that visitors to our booth were told by the “other” show that we had to dispel and show as false.  We then would explain that all of us at the expo were rescues or second and third owner parrots and the visitor would be astounded how friendly we were. 


There is no doubt our booth was one of the most popular destinations at the pet expo.  People were able to hold and view parrots many of them had never seen to getting a souvenir photograph with up to ten parrots on them to take home; our booth was the destination of the weekend.  Contrary to what you might hear from Steve and Dave they were not the reason for our success at the expo it was all of the feathered members.  There was nobody that wanted a souvenir photo with Steve sitting on their lap (UGH! That is an awful vision.)  So please don’t listen to those two glory hogs, talk to the companion parrots, the true stars. 

                               Chirps and Squawks

                                         Pookie
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Rescue Update 
This has been a slow month for adopting rescued birds to new families and for rescues. 
We have sent one bird to a new forever home during this past month.  Goofus a Jenday Conure was adopted to a new forever home.
We want to thank everyone for their participation in the raffles and for their donations to the rescue.  It is the support of our members that allows us to take rescued birds to the vet and find them new homes with cages, food and toys.  Your continuing support is what makes our rescue and club the success that it is
                                       THANK YOU
Avast ye Mates
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CAPTAINS CORNER
 Hello everyone I am still on cloud nine about the Novi Pet Expo it was a roaring success all of my feathered friends out did themselves.  Oh alright and their pet humans weren’t bad either but what a great three days. On Saturday the 16th Sparky, Ruby, J.B., Charlie and I even got to be on TV and of course our pet humans were there too but we stole the show. One problem they were asking our pet humans all the questions so at the end I had to get MY two cents in.  Now I will translate what I said it was; “Come to the Novi Pet Expo and see the coolest things with two wings”. It must have worked because many came because they saw us on TV.  It was a great event and a good time was had by all. I only have one complaint and that is why did my pet human act so goofy and drag me into it? He was dancing around to When you Wish Upon a Star with me in tow I was mortified then I found out it was videoed OH NO!!!!!! I certainly glad I was not with him when he and Scarlett’s pet human started singing Girls Just Want to Have Fun. Humans what are ya gonna do about em? Anyway with all that nutty stuff it still was a great event. Now it is Christmas time and all good birdies thoughts turn to peace on earth and goodwill towards all plus Pookie and Sparky’s killer New Years Eve party what a night that will be I can’t wait. So to all my feathered and non-feathered friends I wish you all the Merriest of Christmas’s and a healthy and prosperous New Year. 

                                      Christmas Cheers

                                        Captain Morgan
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           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image19.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
:f atacost
LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING












Off again the rangers go to Commerce Michigan where every street is named Commerce, (you think I’m kidding go there and you’ll see).  They were going to a care facility that took care of Alzheimer’s patients and they had three Lovebirds that needed to find a home.  It seemed that the incessant chatter was beginning to bother the patients that lived there and they needed to find a home pronto.  So when the rangers arrived they found one Peachfaced Lovebird in a cage all by himself and they knew it was a male, (he was not evilly possessed like female Lovebirds are) and actually he was quite nice.  It was the other two that had them stumped.  In a large cage were two very beautiful quite large Lovebirds, they looked like no other type of Lovebirds the rangers had ever seen.  They had an inkling that they were hybrids (Peachfaced and Fischer crosses) so they packed them up and were off much to the gratitude of the facilitator of the home.  Yes their inkling was confirmed they were hybrids.  The normal Peachfaced Lovebird found a home quickly but the hybrids they were not so sure of.  Miracles do happen and the hybrid pair (both males) found a home where they are living in a flight with other male Lovebirds appreciated for their beauty.  A happy ending for all but it would not be long before the call would go out again and the Rangers would be off to do what they do best rescue the needy or unwanted cage birds for the are THE RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!!

Stay tuned for our next riveting adventure A Truly Fancy Fellow.
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We are raffling off grab-bag gifts at the December potluck meeting.  Items are to be nice (not tacky), about $5 in price, and wrapped in a paper bag or wrapping paper.   This is a fun activity and a great fund raiser for the rescue program at the same time.
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          Upcoming Events

      UP COMING 
EVENTS

As of

Dec 5th 2013
Jan 28th      Senior Educational Program

                 American House Taylor

                         25250 Eureka Rd.

                       Taylor, MI 48180

                         1:00 PM Set-up

                            2:00 PM Show

April 22nd    Library Educational Show

                    Novi Public Library

                45255 W. 10 Mile Road

                     Novi, MI 48375

                      6:00 PM set-up

                      7:00PM Show

June 22nd    Rainbow Feathers Bird Club

                      17th Annual Bird Fair

                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM

                          VFW Post 345   

                      27345 Schoolcraft Rd.

                          Redford, MI 48239   

                        10:00AM to 4:00PM

Sept. 19th      Senior Educational Program

                           Stonegate Health

                         2525 Demille Blvd.

                       Lapeer, MI 48446

                         12:30 PM Set-up

                            1:30 Show

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  
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Bloodwork is important in a post-purchase veterinary exam

By Don J. Harris, DVM
All too often a bird owner with a recently purchased bird either does not take the bird to a veterinarian for examination, or if they do, the most important part of this exam is not preformed.  What is crucial in a post-purchase evaluation is the bloodwork.  Because birds are great at hiding physical signs of illness, blood testing is mandatory in assessing the health of avian patients. The veterinarian may scrutinize a bird and look for any physical abnormalities, but even the healthiest looking birds can be hiding disease. Sometimes, blood tests are the only way to accurately uncover hidden health problems.  Many illnesses display no external signs until the end when the bird is at death’s door.  By then, it is often too late to resolve the problem.  
Most problems can be addressed if detected early, and bloodwork is the key to early detection.  Bird owners should ask that blood tests be performed on their bird, even if the veterinarian doesn’t suggest it.  In fact, if a veterinarian doesn’t discuss lab tests in the face of avian illness, another veterinarian should be sought.  If the results are negative, the owner will have peace of mind knowing the bird is healthy.  If the results suggest a problem, action can be taken to treat the condition.  Bloodwork can also provide a baseline that can be helpful in future evaluations of your bird.  
I recently became aware of a pet owner who took her bird to a veterinarian for a post-purchase exam.  The veterinarian checked over the bird, did a culture of the bird’s throat and vent, and recommended bloodwork.  The new bird owner decided not to do the blood tests.  Everything appeared okay—until the bird died two days later. A necropsy showed the bird had Aspergillus fungus throughout its abdomen.  Had the new owner consented to blood tests for her bird, the fungus would have been detected.  Possible conditions or diseases that may be diagnosed through a complete blood analysis include:

• Infections

• Parasites

• Reproductivity

• Malnutrition

• Metabolic disorders such as liver or kidney disease

• Vitamin deficiencies such as Vitamin A deficiency

Bloodwork is the veterinarian’s first and most important tool in evaluating patients.  It is an internal view of the bird’s overall health.  Depending on the results of the initial bloodwork, other diagnostic tests may be warranted to fully diagnose the extent or the cause of any abnormality
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A Cracked Christmas Carol

By Dave Carol

Ring that Christmas Bell

(Sung to the tune of Ring those Christmas Bells)
Ring that Christmas bell, Ring that Christmas bell

While it chimes we’ll have a happy time I’ll ring that Christmas bell

Mom and Dad bought me a big cow bell

And I know I have to ring it well

Cause its Christmas time so all can tell

I’ll ring that Christmas bell

Ring that Christmas bell, Ring that Christmas bell

While it chimes we’ll have a happy time I’ll ring that Christmas bell

It’s a cowbell so big and bright

For me to ring on Christmas Night

So I practiced hard to get it right

I’ll ring that Christmas bell

Ring that Christmas bell, Ring that Christmas bell

While it chimes we’ll have a happy time I’ll ring that Christmas bell

So in my cage I’ll be on Christmas night

Ringing till Santa is in sight

While outside the snow is falling light

I’ll ring that Christmas bell

Ring that Christmas bell, Ring that Christmas bell

While is chimes we’ll have a happy time I’ll ring that Christmas bell




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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489
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	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
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Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS


Tony & Edie Riojas


4593 Howell Rd, Otter Lake, MI 48464

1-810-793-2093

bitemebirdtoys.com
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		    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •

 Square or Rectangle cuts

PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 

White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size

248.438.6572

               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com

Visit us on 

Facebook and Blogger!

                             little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,

l I i3
- s T oo

®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011

Premium Nutritional Products
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Veterinary Care Specialists


205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”







Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 



Amazons, and others.



Cages and Food at reasonable prices.







Contact Kaylee at 734-301-0486







www.kayleesparrotplace.com
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An easy and hea[thy alternative
to messy newspaper!

LL e M n Marty & Angie Crawford

248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com







Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” + Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available ¢ Priced for 100 sheets
White cover weight paper * Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
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little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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