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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

NOVEMBER 15th, 16th, 17th – PET EXPO
        NO MEETING IN NOVEMBER
DECEMBER 22nd – FOURTH SUNDAY
JANUARY 26th – FOURTH SUNDAY
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary – Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email – basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees –

Mary Perva – 517-618-7008 


Stan Johnson 248-746-0520

Email – mmisterjay@comcast.net

Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.

· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days. 

· Clean up after yourself and 
your bird(s) before you leave.
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Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one. 

!!!!!!!!! NEWSLETTER DELIVERY CHANGES!!!!!!!!


Due to our increased costs in printing and delivery of our monthly newsletters we are looking to institute some changes.  What we want to do is start sending our monthly newsletter to all of our members via their e-mail.  The newsletter will be in a Microsoft Word ® format and will be an attachment to an e-mail; it will also be accessible on our web site.  From either of these sources you would be able to print the newsletter or just read it.  This change will enable our rescue to save about $300.00 per month in printing and mailing costs.


Our target for effecting this change is going to be March or April in 2014: however there is a problem, more than half of our members do not have a valid e-mail address on file with Tammy.  We need to have everybody send Tammy or Steve your name and e-mail address so we can update our list of e-mail address prior to instituting this change.  Send your e-mail address to sweettweeters@comcast.net and splafchan@twmi.rr.com  please remember to keep it updated if you change it.


We know there are some members that don’t have a computer or don’t have an e-mail address; we will continue to send all of you your monthly newsletter via snail mail (US Postal Service) but we need to know who you are.  Please make an effort to notify Tammy that you have to have postal delivery of your monthly newsletter.  If you don’t tell us you have to have postal delivery of the newsletter we will assume e-mail is ok.


Veterinary offices and other special recipients will also continue to receive a printed copy of our monthly newsletter.

DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE!
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From the prez:

It sure has been very busy for our club and it doesn’t seem like it is going to let up any time soon.  With the programs and events we have been hopping all year and soon it will be time For the Novi Pet Expo and we can use all the help we can get.  For those of you who couldn’t make the Guardians for Animals Pet Expo you missed a great event.  It was well organized and just a lot of fun with the raffle, silent auction and 50/50 drawing and the interaction with the other rescues there made it a wonderful two day event, we are looking forward to next year.  I even won not once but twice at the Sunday raffle.  It is so very nice to be with a group of like minded people who understand everything you go through because even though you might be involved in different species the stories are still the same and stupid (the only term I can think of that fits) people are everywhere.  Not only for getting an animal without doing the research but for having unreal expectations because of something they have heard or read.  Many animals end up in rescue situations for literally dumb reasons that baffle and make many involved in rescue want to shake some sense into some people.  It is the ones who do the homework and thoroughly research an animal and make the right decision that keep all of us going, fortunately they outnumber the “I want an animal for______ fill in the blank but make sure it makes no sense or is really stupid.  It is great to be around so many kindred spirits and have so much in common despite the different animals we rescue.  Also remember there is no meeting in November because of the Novi Pet Expo, we will be there all three days and it is always a blast I can’t wait.  I would like to take this time to thank the membership for all you do to help us do these events be it supporting the club by way of buying monthly meeting raffle tickets or helping out at the events everything you do helps us so if you think you don’t do anything think again you do more than you realize and the club is very grateful for all everyone does.  So on to the Novi Pet Expo we go and I know it will be awesome because YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!!!!

                                   Until Next Time

                                      Your Prez

                                         Dave
[image: image25.wmf]           Voice of the Veep

 My birds are completely out of control; or maybe I should say I have lost all control and my Parrots are in total control.  It started last month when I learned a little known fact about my CO (carbon monoxide) detectors.

Being a conscientious companion parrot owner knew that if I ever had a problem with my furnace or gas stove that resulted in a CO leak my parrots would probably succumb to the CO gas first.  This being known I installed CO detectors in my home; one in the family room and one in the basement.  Last month both of my CO detectors started beeping at 3:00 am in the morning.  Sheer panic ensued at this time.  Awakened from a deep sleep by the glaringly loud BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, BEEP I jumped out of bed opened the doors and turned on fans to get fresh air into my home.  Erstwhile checking my flock to make sure they were all ok; while they were all looking back at me like I was some sort of a nut job.  Feeling sure I had sufficient air to dissipate any of the dangerous, odorless and colorless CO gas I removed one of the offending CO detectors from the wall to shut it off.  At this time I read a label embossed on the back of the unit that simply stated said; “This unit has a seven year effective life span at which time it will emit a continuous intermittent beep to notify you that it is time to replace the unit.”  It did not tell me that this would occur at 3:00am and scare the beejeebers out of me.  So I removed both detectors, took out their batteries, closed the doors and went back to bed feeling everything was fine.  Oh how wrong I was!

No sooner did I get back in bed when the beeping started again?  Jumping up I ran into the kitchen to check the CO detectors they were still on the counter with the batteries removed.  The beeping was coming from Pookie, Sparky, JB, Calvin and Tyler; and there was no way to remove their batteries.  Ever since I have had to endure the beeping of CO detectors from my entire flock at all hours of the day and night.  When I eat and don’t share BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, when I go to bed BEEP, BEEP, BEEP, when I try to ignore them BEEP, BEEP, BEEP.  I can’t get any peace and quiet anymore, I’ve lost all control.

Remember there isn’t a meeting at the church this month because of the Pet Expo: come and join us in Novi, I promise you will have a great time.

                                 See you at the Pet Expo
                                          Your Veep 

                                               Steve        
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PET EXPO

Here is Pet Expo information; the hours are different from last year’s Expo:

Friday, November 15th, Noon - 8pm

Saturday, November 16th, 10am - 8pm Sunday, November 17th, 11am-5pm

The Suburban Showcase has taken back the operation of the pet expo this year.  So we are not sure what the policy is going to be on how many free vendor badges will be allotted to us. The club will be getting parking passes for you if you have signed up to work.  If you are scheduled to work and have to pay an admission to enter or park your car keep your receipts and the club will refund your admission and parking fees.  YOU MUST HAVE YOUR RECEIPTS!  Entrance to the expo as a club member means you plan on working at least three hours at our booth.  If you intend to shop and look around plan on arriving early or staying over after your scheduled work times please.


We do know that no birds will be allowed through the front door; if your bird is going to attend we must get you a pass to enter in the rear doors. 

If you signed up to work and haven’t heard any details feel free to call Tammy 734-422-5981 or Steve 734-513-0030 for last minute information

For those of you who want to look around at the Expo, you can come early or stay after your scheduled time.  The schedule will be as follows; Set-up is Thursday 9am-6pm, we will be arriving at 9am to set up. Friday’s show schedule Noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm, 6pm-8pm, Saturday’s schedule is 10am - noon noon-3pm, 3pm-6pm and 6pm to 8pm.  Sunday’s schedule is 11am-1pm, 1-3pm and 3-5pm, and after it closes we will need help to clear out our space. 

                                                Tammy

           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image8.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
:f atacost
LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
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Odds and ends

· The gifts for our Christmas exchange should have a $5 maximum.  Now’s when the bargains are if you want to start looking around for items.
· Start asking businesses for donations for our raffle tables for the bird fair.  They do not need to be bird related.
[image: image27.png]


  
       Upcoming Events

PET EXPO
Nov.15th              Noon to 8pm

Nov.16th              10am to 8pm

Nov.17th              11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 14th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

Nov.23rd   Senior Educational Show

                 Sunrise West Bloomfield

                      7005 Pontiac Trail

               West Bloomfield, MI 48323

                          Noon set-up

                        1:00 PM Show

      *****2014*****

Yes we truly have booked a show for 2014
April 22nd    Library Educational Show

    2014         Novi Public Library

                45255 W. 10 Mile Road

                     Novi, MI 48375

                      6:00 PM set-up

                      7:00PM Show

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

****NOTE******NOTE******NOTE****

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  

[image: image28.jpg]


BEWARE of NEGHIBORS BEARING GIFTS

 It was an innocent gift presented with the best of intentions and received by me with graciousness and gratitude.  They were grown over the summer months in the garden of my neighbor’s co-worker.  The tender seedlings were lovingly fertilized and cultivated all summer to produce a bounty of fruits which appeared on my back porch one sunny afternoon.  I opened the mysterious bag to be awarded with the surprise of crimson, orange and green along with a note suggesting that my birds might enjoy snacking on these freshly grown fruits.  Would my birds enjoy habanera peppers?  Of course they would, although a habanera is quite hot to a mere human a parrot is immune to their toxic effect and can snack on them like we snack on apples.  


The next morning I handed out the succulent treats to the entire flock.  Sparky nibbled with a bit of trepidation, Mo tossed her pepper onto the floor then retrieved it and dined.  JB, Tyler and Pookie had absolutely no misgivings about eating the peppers they devoured theirs and begged for more when they finished.  A request to which I responded immediately by rewarding them with additional peppers.  By now their morning snack was over and we all had things to do that day I had errands to run and my flock had paper to shred and toys to chew.


The remainder of our day would be best described as uneventful until about seven in the evening.  I was stretched out upon the couch to watch television when Pookie let me know she wanted to join me to get some scratches and snuggle, so I brought her over to join me.  She nuzzled next to my cheek and started giving me birdie kisses as she always does when she snuggles.  I, of course, kissed her back.
My lips started to tingle, and then they started to burn.  I rubbed my lips and they started burning worse so I rubbed them some more.  Inadvertently while doing this I rubbed my nose which started my nose burning, and then I sneezed.  The sneezing caused my nose to start burning worse which caused me to sneeze more; then, my eyes started to water.  So what is a natural reaction when your eyes are watering?  You rub them....BIG MISTAKE; BIG, BIG MISTAKE!  My eyes now started to burn and swell shut.  It was just about now that it hit me, the peppers, Pookie was still toxic from the peppers.  Over eight hours had gone past since the birds had their treats and the toxins were still upon them!  Poor Pookie, she just wanted to snuggle and I was pushing her away and she didn’t know why.  There I was washing the peppers off of my face and hands with burning lips, a burning nose, eyes swollen shut, sneezing and crying.  Poor little Pookie just couldn’t understand why she was being shunned.
 (((((((((((((((
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:
CHERYL BRATCHER                          DEC. 1

LINDA WAGNER                                DEC. 3

PATRICK BONSE                                DEC. 13

ROBERT GONZALEZ                          DEC. 13

LINNEA  NICHOLSON-FARIS             DEC.13

ANNETTE BALLARD                         DEC. 14

JOCELYN TOTZ                                DEC. 16

ANITA WISNIEWSKI                        DEC. 16

ELIZABETH GLADSON                     DEC. 17

MELODY STAMM                               DEC. 18

ROBERT OSENKOWSKI                    DEC. 28

                    I’m Sick.....
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I’m sick can I give this to my birds?  That is one of the most asked questions I get at this time of year hands down.  Now as we all know rule of thumb is that if you are sick you stay home and avoid groups of people so you do not spread what you have or pick up a secondary infection.  This is just common sense but what about your birds; can you give them your cold or flu?  In most cases we can not share illnesses with our feathered kids, (except for a couple the main one being Psittacosis or Parrot Fever in humans).  This however doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t be more careful around your birds.  When ever I get sick I limit face time with my birds which means I do not do my normal snuggling and cuddling just as a safety measure and I constantly wash my hands.  I just do not like to take chances with my bird’s health and I know we are all that way.  Another thing that has everybody concerned is the Swine Flu they have had turkeys that have contracted this virus but exotics have not.  So remember if you do get sick stay home and take care of yourself even if it means missing church or even a bird club meeting.  We want you healthy, happy and your birds too.

                                                    Dave
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Out and About                                                                                                            with Pookie 
Stimulation and activity are critical to the health and wellbeing of your companion human.  We all know this to be true, however providing new challenges to stimulate and motivate you’re human becomes increasingly difficult as time progresses.  Steve had become immune to our tactics or has developed methods to thwart our best efforts for his health.  No matter how often Tyler rang the cow bell, how determined JB and Calvin were to steal his salty snacks nor how determined Sparky and I were to prevent him from lying upon the sofa; we failed.  Steve had fallen back into his unhealthy and slovenly ways.


We were becoming very concerned and it didn’t seem to matter what we tried we were failing; then out of the blue the answer to our problem presented itself to us.  It was a steady and quite high pitched irritating beep from multiple sources in the middle of the night.  There was beeping in our room and a beeping from down in the basement.  What was more amazing was Steve’s reaction to the beeps.  He ran around the house, opened doors, ran downstairs then back up, into the front room, into the back bedroom, opened windows and turned on fans.  He then picked up each and every one of us and gave us a snuggle and a scratch.  All of this occurred in the middle of the night when he rarely emerges from his bed.  JB was the first to notice his reaction to the beeps and brought this to mine and Sparky’s attention.  After Steve closed the doors and windows and went back to bed we tested our theory. 


JB started with the first chorus of beeps, I followed with muffled beeps like they were in the basement.  Tyler, Sparky and Calvin then chimed into the medley.  It was spot on and perfect Steve was up in a flash running into the kitchen where he picked up the detectors he had removed and looked at them quizzically.  We knew what he must have been thinking; “the batteries are out how can they go off?”

 
We’ve been making Steve stay off the couch and keeping him on the move for the last month.  Whenever he leaves the room or sits down to snack we all start beeping and the only time we stop is when he shares with us; the rest of the flock.  I know he appreciates the concern we have for his wellbeing giving him the opportunity to forage and be active.
           Chirps and Squawks
                                   Pookie


Comedian Larry White from the Blue Collar Comedy Tour coined this phrase and boy is it true. There are times you just have to give up and just shake your head in disbelief here are some of those times.

At the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival one woman chastised me for what can only be described as a bang your head against the wall reason. She was incensed that we would let that man (Steve) try to pass Pigeons off as parrots. She was not sure how he got the ones tail that red but everyone knows that those are Pigeons. I tried to explain they that they were African Gray Parrots and she came back at me with the statement, “Parrots are not gray those are obviously Pigeons and the fact that you would try to pass them off as Parrots is just wrong, you should realize that people are not as stupid as you might think”.  Well what I was thinking I could not say out loud and unfortunately you are that stupid. She continued that she knows what Pigeons are and cannot be fooled.  This was one fight that I had already lost so I let this one go but it does make good stuff for the news letter.
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At the Motor City Bird Fair a man approached and wanted to buy Sparky, J.B. and Captain Morgan.  He was quite insistent that he wanted to buy them and would not take no for an answer.  After several minutes and going from Steve to me he walked away but I did notice he took one of our business cards.  A few days later he called saying that he needed directions to our houses because Steve told him he could buy all three birds and needed to come get them.  I told him that Steve would never do that and he did not have enough money in the world to buy any of those birds.  The kicker is that we put out signs that state that these birds are just examples of birds that come into the rescue and are not up for adoption.  I guess with some reading is not a fundamental as it should be for some people.  

My all-time favorite happened at the Pet Expo last year when the woman walked up to our booth and with an air of authority states, “Parrots are green and while these birds are beautiful there is only one parrot here” (Mr. Finnegan).  Well Ruby the female Solomon Island Eclectus was right next to Mr. Finnegan who is; yeah you guessed it, the male.  Sometimes it just makes your head spin and with to Pet Expos to go I will be keeping my ears open for more of these little gems that make these events so very interesting!
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 Rambling with Rambo
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Well, I only went to two events this month, or was it three.  The most memorable was the Motor City show.  This one was interesting.  A little bit of everything happened at this one.  We had the usual bird show spectators. There were some really nice people.  They wanted to adopt one of our rescued friends. There were some unusual people and there were some downright weird people.  And, I do mean really WEIRD.  This guy was so weird, I won’t tell you what he did, GA-RO-O-S.  *{author’s note to editor: this is supposed to be a drawn out gross.}

J B got hurt.  Someone dropped him, and he broke a feather. This was one of those blood feathers. He started bleeding.  What a mess. Luckily, Uncle Steve, JB’s daddy, was right there to fix him up.  After this Uncle Steve made him rest up for a little bit. 

Daddy and I were watching TV the other day. I saw something that got me thinking.  Parrots are Hook bills, right?  So there must be these HUGE parrots up in Alaska. Yes, eagles have hooked bills. So, they must be parrots.  Well, they do. As big and strong as these birds are, we are still superior to them. WE CAN TALK, and WE CAN TRAIN OUR PEOPLE.

Speaking of training our people, I have Michael trained to hold me while we eat breakfast.  Yes, I get my Corn Chex.  He gets whatever I allow him to have.  

Another thing I’m training Michael to do is this.  He is left handed.  I’m teaching him to type with his Right hand only.  He’s getting pretty good at this.  I insist on sitting on his left forearm. And, he better stop every few minutes, to scratch my head. I can still get to his ear.

Last time I told you I’m having some beak problems. Well, after doing research, and asking Dr Cook, we found my problem.  I just need some extra vitamins. Hey, I hate vegies. But, I do Love some fruit. Blue berries are yummy.  Oh and they are SO messy.  They stain everything dark blue.

Speaking of Dr Cook, they have a new vet there.  She is really nice. She gave me a cracker; a real cracker, not one of those doggie biscuits. Michael told me the doggie biscuits are actually not too bad, but not good.  For real, he has eaten them, when I would not.  I told you, he does some weird stuff. 

Here is a closing thought.  A Mr. Train, or Twine, or something like that. He must have been thinking about our people.  He said, “She was not quite what you would call refined.  She was not quite what you would call unrefined.  She was the kind of person that keeps a Parrot.” 

There are more stories next time.

Always be good, have fun and remember                                                                                                                                             Macaws Rule!!!                                                                               Rambo
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                    Bits from Baby 

Howdy all my Rainbow Feathered Friends, this is Baby your roving reporter with the latest news from the last club meeting. I was not at the meeting in October but as usual Duke told me all that happen there so I could tell everyone about it.

Well so far November is a little calmer then last month with only two education programs before the Pet Expo and we have one after. November starts off on the 3rd at Waltonwoods at Twelve Oaks in Novi, the 6th at Regency at Grand Blanc in Grand Blanc, on the 23rd at Sunrise in West Bloomfield. 

Now this one I really look forward to all year, The Pet Expo in Novi. This is a three day PPAARRTTYY from the 15th through 17th. It’s hard to tell you guys how much fun we all have there. I get to go to this event and sit on Duke’s shoulder all most all day and meet all kinds of people and kids; not to mention all our club members both feather and non-feather that come to help. We all have a great time and cannot wait till the next one!!

October’s meeting was smaller than normal with only fifty people of which forty-six were members and four guests, one guest joined our flock. There were six Macaws, five African Grays, five Cockatoos, and eleven other types of parrots. I and the three regular African Grays were not at the meeting this month but will be at the next one in December.

 

God bless, till I see you all at the Pet Expo,

                     Your friend Baby

  >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><
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





                              



Fuzzy Wuzzy was a bear and I do mean was in this case he was a bird and he happened to live in Brighton Michigan.  Well this fuzzy also happened to be (if you guessed Cockatoo you guessed wrong) he was a Congo African Gray.  Now he adhered to the life style Pookie so readily adheres to and that is life is without a care when you dare to go bare!  Yes and bare he was just a ball of fuzzy down feathers and a few tail feathers but he had a great personality.  He was outgoing and loved life lived in an alternative way he did not know that he was fuzzy and he did not care.  To the Rangers he was beautiful in his own way but to his owners he was not so pretty.  They were at their wits end trying to get him to stop and they tried every type of remedy on the market to no avail.  So they felt their only alternative was to give him up.  Well Pookie and I think bald is truly beautiful and cannot see what the fuss is all about. Some don’t look at it that way fortunately the Rangers do and they took this little bundle of fuzz and were off with him. It was not that long until someone came to visit him and fell head over heels in love with this dynamic ball of fuzz and scooped him up and took him home.  They would soon report back that he was a great talker and as the Rangers suspected the life of the party.  Everyone that met him fell in love with him and he had a home that loved him for the great bird he was not for what he looked like.  Hooray, another happy ending but the next call had already come in and another bird needed the assistance of our heroes and they would gladly oblige for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!

Don’t touch that dial (OK you have a remote and don’t know what a dial is just don’t touch it) and stay tuned for our next exciting adventure A Bunch of Mixed –Up Lovebirds in Commerce!
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             Avast ye Mates
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CAPTAINS 
       CORNER
I have noticed that there is a chill in the air and the trees are starting to put on a spectacular show for all of us to enjoy.  I tell you what those crazy humans always put on a show and sometimes it can be very, not spectacular but downright bizarre.  I mean look at the Ypsilanti Heritage Festival for starters if we changed our plumage like those wacky humans changed their appearance we would all be crazy.  First of all if we show that much skin we are called pluckers but what do you call a human?  There was a lot of skin showing and some of them needed to be covered up.  We parrots do not need to go and put all sorts of hardware on our bodies.  Some of these people better watch out during a thunder storm they very well could attract lightening.  Also what is up with these things they call tattoos I have seen some that a five year old with a Sharpie could have done better.  Then there were those that were covered literally from head to toe, OUCH!!  This phenomenon is seen at all the events we do while the majority of the humans look no different than our pet humans some really push the envelope into the realm of the weird.  I almost forgot to mention the rainbow colors of hair we have seen and all I can say about that is wow!!  Purple, blue, lemon yellow, neon green, clown red and all combinations of the latter have paraded past us.  It makes all of us parrots laugh because if they think it looks good they seriously need a mirror.  The only ones who can pull off the rainbow look are well, we parrots.  We did it first and we do it best there’s no doubt about it.  Still humans have to “Express themselves” and while that’s OK do they have to do it in public.  Of course it is great entertainment for all my parrot friends and myself.  So with one event behind us and one more public event to go I am sure we will have a lot to laugh at.  So Pookie will have her camera ready to post pictures on Birdbook and Squawker (Like Twitter but louder) and then all our parrot friends will have a good laugh!

                                              Cheers

                                     Captain Morgan
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  Rescue Update 

Our rescue continues to be active.  We have adopted to new homes: a Green Wing Macaw, Clancy; a Moluccan Cockatoo, Peaches; and two Sulfur Crested Cockatoos, Lucky and Freddy.
All these birds went to their new homes with cages, food and toys.  Thanks to all of you, our generous club members.  It is because of your support and participation in our monthly club raffles and your donations that help to make our rescue the success that it is.  Keep up the great work, our thanks to all of you.
A bird’s droppings can be an

early indicator of illness
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By Don J. Harris, DVM
Because birds are excellent at hiding illness, your bird’s dropping may be one of the early indicators that your bird is sick.  There are three components to your bird’s droppings—the stool component, the urine component and the uric acid component.  Changes in any of the three components should be taken seriously and may indicate your bird is sick.  Any abnormal signs demand the immediate attention of your veterinarian.

1. The stool component

The stool comes from the gastrointestinal tract and is usually a greenish rope or blob. This portion of the bird’s droppings is highly influenced by the bird’s diet and can radically vary with a change in diet.  For example, beets can make the stools red, while blueberries may turn the stools purple.  Colorants in some commercial diets can also change the color of the stools.  Color changes are often irrelevant, but bird owners should be concerned if the stools become black or have a

strong or unusual odor.

2. The urine component

The relatively clear, watery urine portion is produced by your bird’s kidneys.  The amount of water in your bird’s droppings is directly influenced by the water content of the foods your bird eats.  Wet stools, however, should become drier with dry foods.  Large amounts of water persistently present in the droppings could be a sign of serious disease and you should consult your avian veterinarian.

3. The uric acid component

The white/cream colored uric acid portion of your bird’s droppings is a very important indicator of

health.  This part of the droppings should without exception be white or near white in color.  Changes to lime green, bright yellow, mustard brown, pale brown and brick red are common signs of very serious illness.   Any change from normal should be investigated immediately.  Establish a normal benchmark in your bird by observing and keeping a record of the number, volume, color and consistency of your bird’s droppings.  This can be very helpful later if you notice a change.

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem ® 
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154
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http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
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Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week
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	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS


Tony & Edie Riojas
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bitemebirdtoys.com


NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.


17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076


248-557-7773


ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.


509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170


734-451-2870


SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.


1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170


734-453-6930


Fax:  734-453-7127


M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4


WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL


29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314


586-751-3350


OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP


1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302


248-334-6877


     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES


Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages


1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154


734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/

SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.


13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195


734-248-9122


ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER


24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375


248-348-1788


265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307


248-651-1788


Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day


7 Days a Week


www.theanimalemergencycenter.com


		MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS

Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot


paraphernalia

                         Cheryl Hitter


                          734-422-2804

             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*








		

[image: image1.emf]



		    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •

 Square or Rectangle cuts

PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 

White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size

248.438.6572

               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com

Visit us on 

Facebook and Blogger!

                             little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,
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®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011

Premium Nutritional Products
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Veterinary Care Specialists


205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”







Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 



Amazons, and others.



Cages and Food at reasonable prices.







Contact Kaylee at 734-301-0486







www.kayleesparrotplace.com
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Marty & Angie Crawford



248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com



little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com



An easy and healthy alternative 
to messy newspaper!











Custom sizes up to 25” x 38”  •  Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available  •  Priced for 100 sheets 



White cover weight paper  •  Fresh clean cage everyday



Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572



littlemancageliners@yahoo.com



Visit us on 
Facebook and Blogger!
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