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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

NOVEMBER 18th– THIRD SUNDAY
DECEMBER 16th – THIRD SUNDAY
JANUARY 27th  – FOURTH SUNDAY
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


email – sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary – Marie Keehl 734-262-2098

Email – mariekeehl@ymail.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees –

Mary Perva – 517-618-7008 


Stan Johnson 248-746-0520

Email – mmisterjay@comcast.net

Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.

[image: image20.wmf]
· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.

· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days. 

· Clean up after yourself and 
your bird(s) before you leave.
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Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one. 
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From the prez:

I hope everyone got through “Frankenstorm” without any trouble or loss of power.  I was amazed at the how strong the wind was at the peak time it seemed to blow constantly without stopping.  Still, it could have been much worse than what it was; just think of those states that got snow by the foot and even here in Michigan some places got a lot of snow. Even worse were those that took a direct hit and are now in the process of an expensive and truly messy clean-up.  So I guess we were pretty lucky.

Now on to other things like that huge meeting we had and all the incredible food plus we had new members join our ever growing flock, how cool is that?  Also it was nice to see Ed and Sandy back as well as Barb, we really missed you guys welcome back.  I have to also congratulate Steve our V.P. The grays finally won the battle of the birds having the highest number there.  Well at least this time!  Another thing is our meeting for November is now on the third Sunday instead of the fourth because of Thanksgiving.  One thing I am thankful for is that the programs and the events are slowing down and I can finally get other things done, plus catch my breath.  Another is my family and friends and the last is the fantastic club I belong to.  You guys always make each meeting a total blast and fun is had by all and for that I thank you.  So as we enter the Thanksgiving holiday let us be truly thankful for all the good things we have.  See you at the next meeting YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!!!

                                   Until Next Time

                                      Your Prez

                                         Dave
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           Voice of the Veep

 After not having a meeting at the church since July it was nice to return to some normalcy, it was also nice to see everybody again.  There were many guests (about twelve) and many members we haven’t seen in a long time.  This is a good time to welcome our guests and members; I’m pretty sure everyone had a good time.  Our meeting this month and next month are being moved to the third Sunday of the month, this is because of Thanksgiving and Christmas, so mark your calendars you don’t want to miss a meeting. 


The attendance at the meeting was about seventy-eight people, I’m not sure what the feathered member count is exactly.  We will have to get the exact counts from Baby’s article later in this newsletter.  There was an attempt to alter the rules that govern the official bird species count at the meeting.  This attempt was put forward by executive order issued by one of our club officials.  Sadly the club membership objected to this attempt to pad the African Gray bird count so the feathered member count will remain one count per parrot of each species.  If you’re not aware who attempted this coup of the bird count, I’m not at liberty to disclose his name but his initials are Steve Plafchan!


There was panic at my house one day last month; I lost one of my birds!  Yes, JB vanished.  Every morning I open all my birds’ cages so they can come out, stretch their wings, explore and visit with each other.  After about four or five hours I had to leave the house so I started searching for all my birds to return them to their cages.  Pookie is usually the tricky one to find, but I’m wise to her hiding spots, I found her under a bedroom dresser.  JB however was nowhere to be found.  The search began; I looked in the kitchen, bathroom, living room and both back bedrooms; no JB!  Redoubling my efforts the kitchen was re-searched spending extra effort to look inside of boxes and bags, no JB!  This extra effort was extended to the remainder of the rooms in my home, still; no JB!  By this time my heart rate was elevated, sweat was beading upon my brow and panic was setting in.  Calling, whistling, clucking and searching on my hands and knees yielded no results.  It was then I thought the basement so down the basement stairs I went.  Whistling and calling I searched under and around all the clutter in my basement still no JB; at this point I was in a complete panic and emotional meltdown.  As I started up the stairs I heard his wolf whistle! Turning about I whistled back but he was nowhere to be found?  Another whistle! Then I saw him when he blinked and moved his head, he was sitting on top of a pile of laundry in the middle of the floor in plain sight.  The top of the pile was a gray t-shirt with a gray bird on it blending in perfect camouflage.  If I didn’t know better I’d swear he did this purposely to send me into a panic. 

                                  See you at the meeting
                                          Your Veep 

                                               Steve
           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image8.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
:f atacost
LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
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Odds and ends

· The gifts for our Christmas exchange should have a $5 maximum.  Now’s when the bargains are if you want to start looking around for items.
· Start asking businesses for donations for our raffle tables for the bird fair.  They do not need to be bird related.
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       Upcoming Events

Nov.13th   Senior Educational Program

                      American House East 2

                   18760 13 Mile Road

                  Roseville, MI 48606

                   12:30 PM Set-up

                   1:30 PM Show

Nov. 26th  Senior Educational Program

                Oakwood Adult Daycare

                    3601 Pelham

                  Dearborn, MI 48124

                   12:30 PM Set-up

                   1:15 PM Show

Feb. ??th    Society of Canary and Finch Breeders

                                   Bird Fair

                     $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM

                      Livonia Elks Lodge #2246

                         31117 Plymouth Rd.

Livonia, MI 48150
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***

April 6th          Rainbow Feathers Bird Club

                            14th Annual Bird Fair

                      $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM

                          Romulus High School   

                           9650 S. Wayne Rd.

                        Romulus MI 48174-1551

April 27th          Motor City Bird Breeders

                                   Bird Fair

                     $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM

                              Madison Place

                      876 Horace Brown Drive

                   Madison Heights, MI  48071

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*** 

***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE***

There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***
following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE***
*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  
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 It was an innocent gift presented with the best of intentions and received by me with graciousness and gratitude.  They were grown over the summer months in the garden of my neighbor’s co-worker.  The tender seedlings were lovingly fertilized and cultivated all summer to produce a bounty of fruits which appeared on my back porch one sunny afternoon.  I opened the mysterious bag to be awarded with the surprise of crimson, orange and green along with a note suggesting that my birds might enjoy snacking on these freshly grown fruits.  Would my birds enjoy habanera peppers?  Of course they would, although a habanera is quite hot to a mere human a parrot is immune to their toxic effect and can snack on them like we snack on apples.  


The next morning I handed out the succulent treats to the entire flock.  Sparky nibbled with a bit of trepidation, Mo tossed her pepper onto the floor then retrieved it and dined.  JB, Tyler and Pookie had absolutely no misgivings about eating the peppers they devoured theirs and begged for more when they finished.  A request to which I responded immediately by rewarding them with additional peppers.  By now their morning snack was over and we all had things to do that day I had errands to run and my flock had paper to shred and toys to chew.


The remainder of our day would be best described as uneventful until about seven in the evening.  I was stretched out upon the couch to watch television when Pookie let me know she wanted to join me to get some scratches and snuggle, so I brought her over to join me.  She nuzzled next to my cheek and started giving me birdie kisses as she always does when she snuggles.  I, of course, kissed her back.
My lips started to tingle, and then they started to burn.  I rubbed my lips and they started burning worse so I rubbed them some more.  Inadvertently while doing this I rubbed my nose which started my nose burning, and then I sneezed.  The sneezing caused my nose to start burning worse which caused me to sneeze more; then, my eyes started to water.  So what is a natural reaction when your eyes are watering?  You rub them....BIG MISTAKE; BIG, BIG MISTAKE!  My eyes now started to burn and swell shut.  It was just about now that it hit me, the peppers, Pookie was still toxic from the peppers.  Over eight hours had gone past since the birds had their treats and the toxins were still upon them!  Poor Pookie, she just wanted to snuggle and I was pushing her away and she didn’t know why.  There I was washing the peppers off of my face and hands with burning lips, a burning nose, eyes swollen shut, sneezing and crying.  Poor little Pookie just couldn’t understand why she was being shunned.
 (((((((((((((((
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:
CHERYL BRATCHER                          DEC. 1

LINDA WAGNER                                DEC. 3

VERNON CLAFTON                           DEC. 9

ANTHONY GERMANO                      DEC. 10

PATRICK BONSE                                DEC. 13

LINNEA  NICHOLSON-FARIS             DEC.13

ANNETTE BALLARD                         DEC. 14

JOCELYN TOTZ                                DEC. 16

ELIZABETH GLADSON                     DEC. 17

TORI SCHLOSS                                 DEC. 25

THERSA MULLINS                             DEC.27

                    I’m Sick.....
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I’m sick can I give this to my birds?  That is one of the most asked questions I get at this time of year hands down.  Now as we all know rule of thumb is that if you are sick you stay home and avoid groups of people so you do not spread what you have or pick up a secondary infection.  This is just common sense but what about your birds; can you give them your cold or flu?  In most cases we can not share illnesses with our feathered kids, (except for a couple the main one being Psittacosis or Parrot Fever in humans).  This however doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t be more careful around your birds.  When ever I get sick I limit face time with my birds which means I do not do my normal snuggling and cuddling just as a safety measure and I constantly wash my hands.  I just do not like to take chances with my bird’s health and I know we are all that way.  Another thing that has everybody concerned is the Swine Flu they have had turkeys that have contracted this virus but exotics have not.  So remember if you do get sick stay home and take care of yourself even if it means missing church or even a bird club meeting.  We want you healthy, happy and your birds too.

                                                         Dave
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Out and About                                                                                                            with Pookie 
Steve has been all excited these past few months because of his attendance at multiple seminars.  These seminars have primarily been about avian behavior and nutrition all with the intent of altering our actions and dining habits.  We (Sparky, JB, Calvin, Tyler, Misimo and I) have used his absence to our own advantage by attending our own seminars.  


We enlisted the aid of a specialist, an expert in Ninja stealth and blending tactics.  Not only have we been trained in the basic use of these tactics but we have been extensively trained in how to use them to alter Steve’s lifestyle so he can benefit from our efforts.  One of the best examples I can cite to you is our training in the use of blending to attain stealth and virtual invisibility.  This training has enabled us to increase Steve’s mobility and heart rate.


There is no doubt that our companion human Steve would rather lay upon the sofa consuming salty snacks rather than sharing with or making tasty treats for us.  One of the best Ninja tools we have employed is the art of blending.  I use it in the bedroom and bathroom and JB has used it extremely effectively in the basement.  Allow me to set the stage for you; imagine Steve is on the couch watching TV being his typical selfish self.  I proceed into the bedroom and locate a dark corner under a dresser where the shadows allow me to vanish into the dark corner.  When JB is in position to snatch the snacks I knock over something to make a noise, Steve runs to the room to see what happened and he finds nothing.  Now he worries about me so he starts searching for me; however I am stealthily blending so even if he looks at me I have attained Ninja invisibility.  JB, Sparky and Calvin use this time to purloin the snacks from Steve.  Removing these snacks from him aid his health by not allowing him to eat them.   JB increases Steve’s heart rate by slipping silently down the basement stairs and taking a position atop of the laundry pile at the bottom of the stairs.  It is no surprise that Steve’s favorite t-shirt color is gray, so when JB climbs on the laundry he blends perfectly.   He then waits until Steve is rushing around the house looking for us because he has to leave; at this time JB cannot be found.  Steve will now start to panic and feverishly start searching all the room at a faster and faster pace increasing his heart rate and raising his blood pressure as panic sets in.  When Steve figures out JB is in the basement and heads down the stairs JB employs his Ninja stealth blending talents.  He remains completely motionless and becomes invisible on top of the pile of dirty laundry.  Using this tactic Steve will run up and down the basement multiple times providing him with exercise and stimulation. 

           Chirps and Squawks
                                   Pookie
 Rambling with Rambo
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(Please note this article intentionally rambles all over the place)


Well gang, let’s start with this.  I would really like to hear some of your stories. I’m sure all of you have many interesting “tales” for us to enjoy. We all know that parrots and Toucans lives are never boring.  We all keep our humans’ lives interesting with our antics.  Pookie is always creating adventures for Steve; so come on gang let’s submit some stories for the rest of us to enjoy.  With that being said let me tell you about some of my recent adventures.


Last time I was telling you about my new house; not only was the move scary, I was determined that there was no way I was spending that first night there.  Daddy received a nice bite from me as I told him this.  On the second night he held my wings shut and put me into the new house, he did reward me with a peanut for being a good bird and going inside.


The peanut brings another thing to mind; I’ve been put on a diet, something about my cholesterol level.  Now I only receive healthy things for treats, some of them are OK but most of them are yucky.  I’m a real picky eater.  Dad took away my sunflower seeds over a year ago, now I only get a peanut a day- if I’m real good.  Oh yes! I was talking about my new house.


This new house has multiple units and Daddy does all the maintenance so this place may be considered a condominium.  There are several things I’m beginning to enjoy about my new home.  The water dishes are great!  They are those stainless cups that are held on by a ring.  Removing them and throwing them on daddy’s hardwood floor, watching him clean up the mess and then he fills them up with special filtered water.  Then when he’s finished and leaves the room I dump them all over again; we have so much fun playing this game I know daddy enjoys it because he never yells at me.


I had a big adventure this month.  My wing feathers have grown back in so I can have all sorts of adventures.  I was standing on top of my new cage surveying my kingdom when I saw mommy entering through the back door.  Now was my chance to give her a good scare.  She’s totally afraid of me so I decided to land on her shoulder. As I flew at her she quickly shut the big door to the outside. Would I really go outside?  This would be very dangerous; there are many scary things out there.  There are large silver birds that are louder than Capt. Morgan and my Cockatoo friends oh, and a big cat! Well, I wouldn’t be so mean to land on mommy so I flew downstairs to daddy’s workshop landing on a nice sunny spot on a table.  Oh look! Dad is making new toys I hope they’re for me.  Dad came running down the stairs to get me because I’m not allowed down there, now he keeps the door shut.

I better stop here I’ve rambled enough for now.
Always be good, have fun and remember                                                                                                                                             Macaws Rule!!!                                                                               Rambo

[image: image28.jpg]



                    Bits from Baby 

Howdy all my feathered and non-feathered friends.  The year is almost over and we’re still receiving requests for more programs.  We did a senior education program November 7th at the Waldenwoods at University in Rochester, MI and then one a week later at an American House in Roseville MI. and just hot off the wire there will be one on November 26th at the Oakwood Adult Daycare in Dearborn MI.  I think this was our busiest year to date. I’d like to thank the entire membership for all their help throughout the year. You all deserve 3 cheers (Hoorah! Hoorah! Hoorah!).  KEEP IT UP GANG!

Well the October Meeting was another great success. There were seventy-eight people in attendance of which fifteen were guests six of them joining our flock. The feathered members numbered forty-three in all. The African Grays lead with ten, Macaws seven, Cockatoos six and four Eclectics, plus sixteen other types of parrots.

 

   Till next we meet in November at the Meeting, 
                     Your friend Baby

  >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><
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





                               



Well it was off to another rescue but this was one that shouldn’t have happened.  It was one of those well intentioned but severely misguided acts that the Rangers have all too often seen the unwanted gift.  Especially with the Christmas season fast approaching it is the worst of the worst ideas but it continues to happen way too often.  A well meaning relative bought a little Budgie as a last ditch gift for the child’s birthday and the child really did not want it.  So the mother made a call to the Rangers hoping to have them come and get this poor little bird.  When they arrived they found a Parakeet in a cage not big enough for a Finch and basically just fed and watered.  It was living a sad life up until now the Rangers took this sad little Budgie and whisked it away to a bigger cage and the life it should have had all along.  Being a pretty little Parakeet it found the right home right away.  Let this be a lesson to all those who think that this is a good idea when in a bind to get someone a gift; IT IS THE WORST IDEA IN THE UNIVERSE!!!!!!  Live animals are not gifts to be given as a last resort or as a surprise but need to wanted and loved for their whole lives.  So let this be a lesson to all if you are thinking of doing this I will make sure Santa brings you coal.  Anyway the Rangers will keep up their pursuit to rescue all birds that need rescuing for they are THE RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!

Stay focused and tuned for our next thrilling adventure The Two in Northville. 
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             Avast ye Mates
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CAPTAINS 
       CORNER
Well it seems we have survived another Halloween,  I mean why people dress up like strange creatures is beyond me.  Aren’t humans strange enough without making themselves stranger looking.  I don’t get it, but oh well they are humans after all.  Which brings me to an even more frightening holiday, especially if you are a bird, the holiday of Thanksgiving.

Now I like the part about stuffing the bird that part intrigues me.  I’ll let you stuff me with all the good stuff on earth and then I will happily take a nice long nap after.  The part that disturbs me is all that cleaning the bird than putting it in the oven.  Now there are some humans I would gladly volunteer to take the bird’s place, like those that call us Pigeons, Parakeets or Toucans.  Let’s get a roaster ready for them and I’ll help!  Maybe even those that insist on pulling my tail (I just hate that) or those that keep wanting to pester us (my pet human sometimes can go into this category).  Also how about this thing with dressing the bird, in what formal wear, sportswear or casual wear, I don’t get it.  Anyway Pookie just sent me a b-mail on her blackbirdie 4.2 (newest and the best) that the birds they are talking about are Turkeys not Parrots.  Still one cannot be too careful so until this holiday is over I will be ever alert and if I see someone coming at me with a roaster they better watch out.  So I hope you all have a great Thanksgiving and remember its Turkeys not Parrots that go into them roaster.  Oh, by the way we don’t taste like chicken more liked rotten Skunk (just sayin’). 

                                              Cheers

                                     Captain Morgan
[image: image30.jpg]





We take our birds to many events but there are always those that will not take no for an answer.  Here are two such conversations from people we met at the pet expo.  The first one involves Sparky and I received not one, but two phone calls.  His attempt at trying to pull one over on me failed, big time.  The second believed that everything has a price and can be bought, and she called three times.  Here’s what they wanted.

The phone rings and there is what sounds like a young man on the other end.

Hi, I was at the pet expo and I was told that when I was ready I could come and adopt the Congo Grey (Sparky) that the guy had at your booth.

No, none of the birds at our booth were up for adoption.

Sure they were, he told me I could get him when I was ready all I have to do is meet the bird.  I just need his phone number to get things started.

I know for a fact he would never adopt any of his birds they are not up for adoption so I will not give you his number. 

Two days later he called again saying hi I need to get in touch with the guy that had the Grays.

Why?

He told me I could adopt the one he called Sparky.

You do realize that you already called me and the answer is still no.  So please do not call me again!!

The second involved a woman who wanted to buy Charlie. Here’s how this went. 

Hi I am _____ from West Bloomfield and I want to buy that Moluccan Cockatoo and don’t worry I have money!

I’m sorry but Charlie is not for sale.

But I already ordered a cage for him online; he’ll go great in my new Florida room.

You do realize that this is a living creature not furniture. What happens when you change your décor and he no longer matches?  Bottom line he is not for sale, we are done here! 

She calls back a few days later still trying to buy Charlie. 

Look I want that bird.  Give me a price! I want that bird!

Go buy a baby if you want one that bad but he is not for sale

He is so peachy colored and I now have the cage in my Florida Room, so how much?

Charlie is not for sale!

What do I do with this cage I can’t return it!

Put plants in it. I have to tell you that I would not even adopt you a Parakeet, go buy your conservation piece someplace else.  I’m hanging up now.

Still she calls back a third time.

Look I still want that bird and I will sue you and your club for misrepresentation if you don’t sell it to me.

Go ahead the club could use the money.

What?

We had signs posted all over our booth stating that these birds were already adopted and were examples of what comes into the rescue.  Besides we bought Charlie from two women.  So go ahead sue I’ll counter sue you and we will see who wins.  For the last time Charlie is not and will never be for sale. Goodbye!!!

Both of the individuals have not called back I hope they got the message, but you never know.  Like comedian Larry White says; “You can’t fix Stupid”
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  Rescue Update 

Our rescue continues to be active.  We have adopted to new homes: a Green Cheek Conure, an Umbrella Cockatoo, Two African Grays, Two Amazons and a Cocktiel.
All these birds went to their new homes with cages, food and toys.  Thanks to all of you, our generous club members.  It is because of your support and participation in our monthly club raffles and your donations that makes our rescue the success that it is.  Keep up the great work, our thanks to all of you.
A bird’s droppings can be an

early indicator of illness
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By Don J. Harris, DVM
Because birds are excellent at hiding illness, your bird’s dropping may be one of the early indicators that your bird is sick.  There are three components to your bird’s droppings—the stool component, the urine component and the uric acid component.  Changes in any of the three components should be taken seriously and may indicate your bird is sick.  Any abnormal signs demand the immediate attention of your veterinarian.

1. The stool component

The stool comes from the gastrointestinal tract and is usually a greenish rope or blob. This portion of the bird’s droppings is highly influenced by the bird’s diet and can radically vary with a change in diet.  For example, beets can make the stools red, while blueberries may turn the stools purple.  Colorants in some commercial diets can also change the color of the stools.  Color changes are often irrelevant, but bird owners should be concerned if the stools become black or have a

strong or unusual odor.

2. The urine component

The relatively clear, watery urine portion is produced by your bird’s kidneys.  The amount of water in your bird’s droppings is directly influenced by the water content of the foods your bird eats.  Wet stools, however, should become drier with dry foods.  Large amounts of water persistently present in the droppings could be a sign of serious disease and you should consult your avian veterinarian.

3. The uric acid component

The white/cream colored uric acid portion of your bird’s droppings is a very important indicator of

health.  This part of the droppings should without exception be white or near white in color.  Changes to lime green, bright yellow, mustard brown, pale brown and brick red are common signs of very serious illness.   Any change from normal should be investigated immediately.  Establish a normal benchmark in your bird by observing and keeping a record of the number, volume, color and consistency of your bird’s droppings.  This can be very helpful later if you notice a change.

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem ® 
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS

Tony & Edie Riojas

4593 Howell Rd, Otter Lake, MI 48464
1-810-793-2093
bitemebirdtoys.com

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment
DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060
http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
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7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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	    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •
 Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 
White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday
Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572
               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
Visit us on 
Facebook and Blogger!
                             little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
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“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”





Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 


Amazons, and others.


Cages and Food at reasonable prices.
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,
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®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011
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